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WELCOME LETTER
Welcome!
What a strange year it has been since we last gathered for the Annual Symposium. When
we hosted our first virtual Waterfront Event in August who would have thought we were still
holding events 100% virtually in 2021. We had hoped that at least a portion of this event
could be live however, with the tightening of restrictions and with a great deal of care for
all our stakeholders, we made the decision late November to hold this event entirely virtual.
The theme this year is Train, Maintain, Fight and Win! We are honored, once again, to have
an extensive list of speakers who will broaden our perspectives and encourage professional
discussion. Throughout the symposium we will recognize many distinguished Surface
Warriors, both past and present.
I look forward to an insightful week of speeches and panels, the opportunity to meet and
interact with old friends using the networking features, and hopefully to make some new
ones! As an association of professionals, we continue to focus on the future while reflecting
on our strong Surface Warfare heritage.
One new feature we have added this year are a series of Industry Theater sessions. These
are 15 minute sessions that our exhibitors and sponsors could reserve to showcase products,
launch new items or just to interact with the audience at large. We encourage everyone to
take time to view these.
Central to the Symposium is the extensive number of exhibitors who share the results of their
research, investments, and collaboration to produce exciting innovations in Surface Warfare
technology and operations. This year is no different and many of our regular exhibitors have
helped support this event. Please take time to visit each booth, reach out to the exhibitors,
and interact with them. Without their loyal support we would not be able to bring such an
extensive agenda each year.
Thank you for joining us. I ask you to actively
participate and contribute in the dialogue to
make this year’s SNA Symposium the best ever.

VADM Richard Hunt, USN (Ret)
President, Surface Navy Association
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DIGITAL SHOW DAILY
SURFACE NAVY
ANNUAL NATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM
For comprehensive coverage
and analysis of the virtual
33nd National Symposium
visit DefenseNews.com

4

MONDAY
JANUARY 11
0900-1700

0845-0900

Exhibits Open
President’s Welcome
VADM Rick Hunt, USN (Ret), President, Surface Navy Association

0900-1000

Keynote Address
ADM Michael Gilday, USN, Chief of Naval Operations

1015-1145

Retired Flag Briefing
(Flag Officers Only - All Branches Welcome)
VADM Roy Kitchener, USN, Commander, Naval Surface Forces/Commander, Naval
Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
RADM Paul Schlise, USN, Director, Surface Warfare (N96)

1000 - 1130

VP/PM Special Seminar
(Invitation Only)
Mr. Frank DiGiovanni, Deputy Director, Expeditionary Warfare
Division (N95B)

1015-1200
1215-1345

Mr. John Hootman, Deputy Director, Surface Warfare Division, Chief of Naval
Operations (N96B)
Industry Theater
View from Capitol Hill
Congressman Joe Courtney, Chairman, House Armed Services Subcommittee on
Seapower and Projection Forces

1400 - 1500

Congressman Rob Wittman, Ranking Member, House Armed Services Subcommittee on
Seapower and Projection Forces
International Navies Forum
CDRE Phil Nash, RN, Naval Attaché, British Embassy

1515 - 1600

1615 - 1700

Future Naval Force: Distributed, Networked & Lethal
VADM Jim Kilby, USN, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Warfighting Requirements
and Capabilities, N9
Naval Information Warfare Systems Command
RADM Douglas Small, USN, Commander, Naval Information
Warfare Systems Command
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TUESDAY
JANUARY 12
0730-1200

0900-1700
0900-1145

1000-1200

SWO AP Executive Seminar

(for more info, contact leroy.j.mitchell@navy.mil or
shannon.patterson@navy.mil)
Exhibits Open

Industry Theater
Junior Officer Roundtable

(Active Duty/Reservists in Uniform: O-1 to O-4 only)
Moderator: RADM Brad Cooper, USN, Commander, Naval Surface Force Atlantic
Speakers: CAPT Christopher Alexander, USN, (invited) Commanding Officer, Surface
Warfare School Command
CAPT Kevin Kennedy, USN, (invited) Director, Surface Warfare Officer Distribution
(PERS-41)
CAPT Kurt Sellerberg,USN, Deputy Commander, SMWDC
LT Vince Ludovici, USN
LT Sephora Fortune, USN

1000 - 1200

Midshipmen Roundtable
(Active Duty/Reservists in Uniform - Midshipmen only)
Moderator: CAPT William Daly, USN, (invited) Chief of Staff, Naval Surface Force,U.S.
Pacific Fleet
Panelists: LCDR Pia Chapman, USN, Deputy Executive Assistant, Commander, Naval
Surface Force US Pacific Fleet
LT Matthew Heimer, USN, ASW/SUW WTI and SWCTC Task Force Zulu Lead, SMWDC
LT Noelle Kaufmann, USN, SWO (N) First Tour Division Officer and New Accessions Detailer,
PERS-41
LTJG Gabriella Roselle, USN, Anti-Terrorism Officer, USS MESA VERDE (LPD 19)

1000 - 1130

PM Discussion Session
(Corporate Members Only)

0900-1145
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SNA Annual General Meeting

TUESDAY (CONT.)
1215-1345

1400 - 1500

Status of the Force with Introduction by Admiral Hunt
VADM Roy Kitchener, USN, Commander, Naval Surface Forces/Commander, Naval
Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
Updating the Surface Navy Vision
RADM Paul Schlise, USN, Director, Surface Warfare (N96)
MajGen Tracy King, USMC, Director, Expeditionary Warfare (N95)

1515 - 1600

Keynote Address
ADM Davidson, USN, Commander, Pacific Command

POWERING THE WORLD

FORWARD

Our commitment to your success starts
with every engine we build, and continues
with our trusted aftermarket support.

Learn more at
www.fairbanksmorse.com/marine-power
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Visit us at

www.armadainternational.com
AN ARMADA INTERNATIONAL COMPENDIUM SUPPLEMENT

october/november 2017. Issue 05.

Armada Cover Oct/Nov 17.indd 1

december 2017/january 2018. Issue 06.

9/25/17 1:38 PM

Armada Cover Dec/Jan 17.indd 1

2016/17

Armada Cover April/May 18.indd 1

3/30/18 12:02 PM

new EW Aug/Sept.indd 1

7/29/16 12:38 PM

Modern Soldier
AN ARMADA INTERNATIONAL COMPENDIUM SUPPLEMENT

2017

2017

: The TrusTed source for defence Technology analysis

APRIL/mAY 2018. Issue 02.

12/4/17 3:46 PM

AN ARMADA INTERNATIONAL COMPENDIUM SUPPLEMENT

: The TrusTed source for defence Technology analysis
Final Compendium Cover June-July 17.indd 1

: The TrusTed source for defence Technology analysis

5/22/17 1:32 PM
final Cover Aug-Sep 17.indd 1

For advertising opportunities contact your local armada representative or:
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Joha djalmetov: joha@mediatransasia.com (+66) 2 204 2370 ext 125
roman durksen: roman@mediatransasia.com (+66) 2 204 2370 ext 123

8/23/17 5:50 PM

WEDNESDAY
JANUARY 13
0900-1700

Exhibits Open

0900-1030

Commander/Commanding Officer Session

0900-1245

Industry Theater

(By Invitation Only - Open to all Commanding Officers & All Braches)
VADM Roy Kitchener, USN, Commander, Naval Surface Forces/Commander, Naval
Surface Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet
RADM Brad Cooper, USN, Commander, Naval Surface Force, U.S. Atlantic

1100-1200

PM Discussion Session
(Corporate Members Only)

1100-1230

MPM Information Panel

(Open to all current and retired AP Members)

1300-1345

1350-1435

Keynote Address
VADM John Nowell, Jr., USN, Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Manpower,
Personnel, Training and Education, N1
USCG Update
ADM Karl Schultz, USCG, Commandant, US Coast Guard

1440-1525

1540-1625

USMC Update
LtGen Lewis Craparotta, USMC, Commanding General, Training and Education
Command
Keynote Address
The Honorable Gregory Slavonic, Under Secretary of the Navy

1630-1715

Keynote Address
ADM Grady, USN, Commander, Fleet Forces Command

1800-1930

Naval Heritage Program - “Iwo Jima”
Moderator: CAPT Paul X Rinn, USN (Ret), Chair, Awards Committee, SNA
Panelists: RADM Samuel Cox, USN (Ret), Director, Naval History and Heritage
Command
Dr. Peter Haynes, Deputy Director, Director’s Action Group, NHHC
LtCol Douglas ‘Doc’ Kleinsmith, USMC (Ret), Historian, USMC
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THURSDAY
JANUARY 14
0900-1700

Exhibits Open

1000-1100

Retired Captain/Commanders Brief

0900-1145

Industry Theater
Moderator: CAPT Jim Tackett, USN (Ret)
Speaker: CAPT Brent Devore, USN (N96G)

1000-1130

Navy Enlisted Roundtable
(Active Duty/Reservists in Uniform/ Retired Enlisted - E-1 to E-9 only)
Moderator: FLTCM JoAnn Ortloff, USN (Ret), Vice President – West, SNA
Panelists: FORCM(SE/AW/EXW) James Osborne, USN, Force Master Chief, Commander
Navy Surface Forces

1000-1130

FORCM(SW/AW) Kevin Goodrich, USN, Force Master Chief, Naval Surface Force, U.S.
Atlantic Fleet
Coast Guard Enlisted Roundtable
(Active Duty/Reservists in Uniform/ Retired Enlisted - E-1 to E-9 only)
Moderator: MCPOCG Charles Bowen, USCG (Ret), Vice President – East, SNA
Panelists: MCPOCG Jason Vanderhaden, USCG, Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast
Guard
CMC Devin Spencer, USCG, Command Master Chief, Atlantic Area
CMC Heath Jones, USCG, Command Master Chief, Pacific Area

1100-1200

PM Discussion Session
(Corporate Members Only)

1200-1325

Officer and Enlisted: Building a Stronger Fleet Together
Moderator: FLTCM JoAnn Ortloff, USN (Ret), Vice President – West, SNA
Panelists: RADM Pete Gumataotao, USN (Ret)
FLTCM Susie Whitman, USN (Ret)
FLTCM Richard O’Rawe, USN
CAPT Emily Bassett, USN

1200-1325

Cutterman Call
Moderator: MCPOCG Charles Bowen, USCG (Ret), Vice President – East, SNA
Panel: VADM Steven Poulin, USCG. (invited) Commander, Atlantic Area
MCPOCG Jason Vanderhaden, USCG, Master Chief Petty Officer of the
Coast Guard
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THURSDAY (CONT.)
1330-1430

Naval Sustainment System - Supply Side Panel
Moderator: RADM Peter Stamatopoulos, USN, Commander, Naval Supply Systems
Command
Panelists: RDML Eric Ver Hage, USN, Commander, Regional Maintenance Center

1445-1600

RDML Joseph D “Doug” Noble, USN, Commander, Naval Supply Systems Command
Weapons Systems Support
NAVSEA Maintenance Panel
Moderator: VADM William Galinis, USN, Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command
Panalists: RDML Eric Ver Hage, USN, Commander, Regional Maintenance Center
Ms. Stephanie Douglas, Executive Director, SEA 04

1615 - 1700

RDML Nathan A. Moore, USCG, Assistant Commandant for Engineering & Logistics, US
Coast Guard
Keynote Address
ADM Craig Faller, USN, Commander, Southern Command

TOMORROW’S
TRANSFORMATION
TODAY
Engineering
next-generation sea
power to confront
next-generation threats.
Please visit our
virtual booth for
more information.

SOLUTIONS
• C5ISR Systems Engineering & Integration
• Fleet Modernization & Navy Shipbuilding
• Digital Transformation

VTGdefense.com
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Delivering advanced
solutions where it counts
Successful surface warfare will heavily depend on combat-proven
technologies and firepower, now and into the future.
Our radio frequency (RF) sensor technologies enable the Long Range
Anti-ship Missile (LRASM) to detect, identify, and engage specific
targets within a group of protected ships. The successful LRASM
RF sensor program demonstrates our ability to quickly ramp from
design to production, improve affordability, and accelerate deliveries.
Our Mk 45 Naval Gun System is the workhorse of surface warfare,
providing effective, multi-mission fires including anti-surface, strike,
fire support, and anti-air warfare missions using the full range of U.S.
Navy’s 5-inch munition. With over 150 combat-proven installations
deployed worldwide, the Mk 45 delivers.
baesystems.com
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FRIDAY
JANUARY 15
0900-1700

Exhibits Open

1000-1130

Retired SWO Flag Officer Session

0900-1145

Industry Theater
(Invitation Only)

1100-1200

PM Discussion Session
(Corporate Members Only)

1200-1300

1300-1315

1330-1445

Acquisition Session
The Honorable James E. Geurts Assistant Secretary of the Navy
(Research, Development, and Acquisition)
Hall of Fame Induction
NAVSEA PEO Panel
Moderator: VADM William Galinis, USN, Commander, Naval Sea Systems Command
Panalists: RDML Tom Anderson, USN, Commander, Regional Maintenance Center
RDML Casey Moton, USN, Program Executive Office, Unmanned and Small Combatants
RDML Seiko Okano, USN, Program Executive Officer for Integrated Warfare Systems

1500-1600

RDML Mike J. Johnston, USN, Assistant Commandant for Acquisition & Chief Acquisition
Officer (CG-9)
Commentators’ Panel
Moderator: VADM Lee Gunn, USN (Ret), Chair, Scholarship Committee, SNA
Panelist: Mr. Ron O’Rourke, Naval Affairs Analyst, Congressional Research Service
Dr. Eric Labs, Senior Analyst for Naval Weapons and Forces, Congressional Budget Office

1600-1615

Closing Remarks
VADM Rick Hunt, USN (Ret), President SNA
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EXHIBITORS
Aerojet Rocketdyne

4010

Naval History and Heritage Command

5022

Amentum

2014

Naval Integrated Fires Element (NIFE)

1014

American Society of Naval Engineers

3020

Naval News

1024

Anchor Scholarship Foundation

4012

Naval Postgraduate School

4008

Areté

4028

Naval Supply Systems Command

4004

Armada International

3026

5002

Austal

2012

Naval Surface and Mine Warfighting Development
Center

BecTech

3010

Bell

5012

Center for Surface Combat Systems (CSCS)

1008

Defense and Aerospace Reporter

1020

Defense Health Agency/Military Health System

3016

Defense News/Navy Times

5018

DoD's DIB Cybersecurity Program

1004

European Security and Defence

5020

Fairbanks Morse

4016

Fairlead Integrated, LLC

5016

Fincantieri Marine Group

2010

FLIR Systems, Inc.

1012

GE Marine

4002

General Dynamics BIW

3008

General Dynamics Mission Systems

3006

General Dynamics NASSCO

3009

Gibbs & Cox Inc.

3014

Hensoldt Inc.

5008

Hepburn and Sons LLC

3018

Huntington Ingalls Industries

2000

Innovative Defense Technologies

2018

L3Harris

3012

Leidos

5000

Leonardo DRS

4006

Lockheed Martin

1000

Marine Link

4026

Military Sealift Command

1002

Missile Defense Agency

2022

Monch Publishing

3024

Naval Historical Foundation

5024
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Naval Surface Technology & Innovation Consortium 2016
(NSTIC)
NAVSEA

2004

Navy Afloat Maintenance Training Strategy
(NAMTS) (Navy Regional Maintenance Center
(Code 900))

5004

Northrop Grumman

3002

Penn State University Applied Research Lab

1016

PERS-41 - Navy Personnel Command

3004

Philadelphia Gear

2020

Raytheon

4000

Rolls-Royce

2006

Sea Technology Magazine

1018

Seapower Magazine

1006

SSS Clutch Company Inc.

4024

Surface Navy Association

3000

Surface Navy Museum

5006

Surface Warfare Officers School/Surface Warfare
Schools Command

2008

SWO Acquisition Professionals

3022

Tactical Defense Media

2026

Textron Systems

5010

Thales Defense & Security Inc.

2024

The Boeing Company

2002

Tri-Tec Manufacturing

4022

USAA

5014

USNI

1010

VSE Corporation

4014

VTG

4018

Wartsila Defense, Inc.

4020

WR Systems, LTD

2028

SPONSORS
Platinum
BAE Systems
Huntington Industries

Gold
Rolls Royce

Bronze
Teledyne

Audio Visual
Curtiss Wright
L3Harris

Heritage Night
BAE Systems
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L E V E R AG I N G O U R A DVA N C E D P OW E R
G E N E R AT I O N & E N E R GY S TO R AG E
COMBAT SYSTEMS
POWER MANAGEMENT

E X PE R T I S E F O R M U LT I - M I S S I O N
SYS T E M S O LU T I O N S .

Advanced Electric
Weapon Systems

EMALS and A AG

SHIP-WIDE
ENERGY STORAGE

Learn more at www.ga.com/ems
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©2021 GENERAL ATOMICS

Capacitors

Undersea Systems

MEDIA PARTNERS
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ADMIRAL ARLEIGH BURKE

SURFACE WARFARE OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
Recognizing superior achievements in the operational aspects of Surface Warfare, by
qualified Surface Warfare Officers, & Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialists. This award
not only recognizes the activity where operational excellence was demonstrated or
required, but also in the activities during deployments of surface ships that require
the skill & professionalism of all Surface Warriors. We received 26 nominations by
Commanding Officers.

OFFICER EAST

LTJG PETER BUSKILL, USN
OPERATIONS OFFICER,
USS TORNADO (PC-14)

Lieutenant (junior grade) Buskill is
billeted as the Operations Officer,
but he also serves as Navigator,
Training, and Combat Systems
Officer. He does the job of four
officers. He coordinates directly with
Fourth Fleet and JIATF-S scheduling
teams to build the CONOPS for our
counter-illicit narcotics trafficking
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deployments. He is responsible for
the communications, operational
tasking, safe navigation, and works
closely with our LEDET OIC in the
targeting and evaluation of contacts
of interest for interdiction. During
TORNADO’s two deployments, he
oversaw the safe navigation of over
40,000 NM, executed 25 port visits,
over 25 Sea and Anchors as CONN
or OOD, including four Panama
Canal transits. His tactical expertise
ensured the successful interdiction
of a go-fast vessel smuggling nearly
300kg of cocaine and 800 lbs. of
marijuana valued at $12.5 Million.
He consistently delivers quality
results when we need it most.
Leading five different rates is no
easy task, but he does it with ease as a LTJG. He overcomes equipment
degradations and casualties with
a relentless pursuit of resolution,

keeping us on station and in the
fight. LTJG Buskill is a remarkable
ship handler. When a major
steering casualty caused us to only
maneuver with engines, he pulled
TORNADO in safely with over 20
knots of on setting winds, ensuring
the ship and the crew were moored
safely - NO TUG, NO RUDDER. When
it comes to operational excellence,
he not only emulates, he dominates.
He not only possesses this quality;
he instills it in others and demands
it from his Sailors. Excellence is
a requirement to lead on a ship of
this class. Operational excellence
absolutely defines Peter Buskill.
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ADMIRAL ARLEIGH BURKE

SURFACE WARFARE OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
OFFICER WEST

LCDR AARON JEFFERSON, III, USN
EXECUTIVE OFFICER
USS STERETT (DDG 104)

LCDR Jefferson embodies the
indomitable spirit, professionalism,
and leadership of Admiral Burke.
There is no finer leader, mariner, and
warfighter in the Fleet. Every time a
need has arisen requiring effective
leadership, culturally impacting
positive motivation, and consistently
high performance, he has answered
the call. As the Executive Officer of
the most dynamically tasked and
operationally experienced destroyer

20

on deployment, he unfailingly
sets a sterling personal example
of excellence and inspires those
around him to join him in exceeding
the high standards of performance
required while serving on the front
lines. He came to STERETT as a
temporary replacement for the Chief
Engineer position in the middle of
Surface Warfare Advanced Tactical
Training and NIMITZ Group Sail in
January. With one month before
TYCOM Readiness Evaluation 7, his
department garnered top scores
across the board demonstrating
his ability to masterfully prepare,
plan, and execute Type Commander
standards. With an unplanned loss
of STERETT’s Executive Officer, and
within 12 hours of his flight to San
Diego to transfer, he volunteered
to be Executive Officer. Knowing
that our deployment end date was
uncertain, his distinct devotion to
duty, our mission, and our Sailors,
kicked in. He has sailed this destroyer
off the coast of China, through the

Suez Canal, into the Mediterranean
and through 10+ straits transits off
the coast of Iran and Yemen. He
has directed small caliber teams in
response to incoming Iranian fast
craft, and he does so with precision,
zeal, and professionalism. LCDR
Jefferson has demonstrated he
can accomplish everything from
motivating a flailing department to
backing up a Commanding Officer
on the bridge on deployment with
command level decision making
and foresight. He is performing in a
demanding job, above his paygrade,
and doing it extremely well: clearly
with the virtues we honor as a
Surface Force. LCDR Jefferson’s
leadership
ensured
STERETT
crushed operations in a high tempo
environment. A positive, energetic,
and inspirational Officer, he leads
with humility. His volunteerism and
commitment make him undoubtedly
the
most
qualified
Officer,
manifesting the best of our Surface
Force.

ADMIRAL ARLEIGH BURKE

SURFACE WARFARE OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
ENLISTED EAST

BM2(SW) ESFRAIN ADAME, USN
2ND DIVISION LEADING PETTY OFFICER,
USS OAK HILL (LSD 51)

BM2 (SW) Adame ensured mission
success through his hard work,
leadership by example, and tireless
grit which truly embodied the
principles of Naval Surface Warfare.
During an arduous deployment that
only saw 7 days in port out of 215,
with a stretch of 147 days straight
at sea, BM2 Adame singlehandedly
drove the safe accomplishment of
118 well deck evolutions, 50 critical
crane lifts, and 20 small boat launch
and recoveries. BM2 served as deck
safety and well deck control officer,
positions usually reserved for chief

petty officers. When the COVID-19
pandemic threatened the ability of
other units to sustain operations
at sea and OAK was called upon,
BM2 ran to action. When the ship
conducted replenishments at sea
for several submarines in theater
to support continuous underway
operations for national tasking, it
was BM2 Adame who operated
the crane in a no-fail scenario. His
skill and persistence made the
transfer of 13,400 pounds of food,
cargo, and stores possible without
incident. When the amphibious
ready group launched a full speed
rehearsal for a VBSS boarding, BM2
first was the safety to launch the
LCU, then immediately transitioned
to the crane to launch the rest of the
ship’s small boats: Again, when the
amphibious ready group conducted
its raids, BM2 was there, launching
the AAVs in support. His actions were
evident in every evolution conducted
onboard OAK during deployment.
BM2 Adame’s dedication and
devotion to the Navy are manifested
in the Sailors he leads. Three
of his Sailors have received the

Blue Jacket of the Quarter award.
BM2 Adame’s knowledge of deck
evolutions helps train all of the
Sailors in deck department. He led
34 instructors in the preparation
and delivery of 76 in-rate and BMR
lessons. His dedication resulted
in 95% advancement and 3 ESWS
qualifications. He trained 53
Sailors on the benefits of staying
in the Navy which resulted in 100%
retention.
He was the driving
factor that supported a command
focused on daily performance
improvements, sustained superior
results across all warfare areas, and
the highest levels of readiness. BM2
Adame’s leadership by example
resulted in the USS OAK HILL’s
sustained operation and material
readiness. His highly commendable
performance and dedication to duty
have earned him the well-deserved
recognition of the Admiral Arleigh
Burke Surface Warfare Operational
Excellence Award.
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ADMIRAL ARLEIGH BURKE

SURFACE WARFARE OPERATIONAL EXCELLENCE AWARD
ENLISTED WEST

QM2 (SW/AW) ANASTASIA CLARK, USN
NAVIGATION DEPARTMENT LEADING PETTY OFFICER
USS AMERICA (LHA 6)

QM2 Anastasia Clark expertly led
and mentored 11 Quartermasters
in the preparation and execution
of navigating over 62,000 nautical
miles during two FDNF patrols and
32 restricted water transits with
zero incidents. She was selected
as USS AMERICA Sailor of the
Quarter for 2nd Quarter 2020 and
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Amphibious
Squadron
ELEVEN
Sailor of the Quarter, 2nd Quarter
and was awarded a Navy and
Marines Corps Achievement Medal.
With her department manned
at 70% during the 20.l and 20.2
patrols, she volunteered to take
on extra responsibility as Training
Petty Officer and other duties to
help her team succeed. She led her
department to 100% advancement
after selflessly dedicating her off
time to help four Sailors study and
prepare for the exam. Due to an
unforeseen turnover in Navigation
leadership, she volunteered to
extend onboard for four months in
FDNF Japan to provide watch team
and departmental continuity. Petty
Officer Clark is a qualified Conning
Officer and Navigation Evaluator, a
watch typically stood by a Lieutenant
Commander or seasoned Chief Petty
Officer. She earned her Captain’s

trust and confidence based on
her
timely
recommendations
and superior navigation abilities.
Junior Officers routinely seek
her out for training based on her
bridge knowledge and she has
helped IO achieve their Officer of
the Deck Underway qualification.
She provided 60 hours of Enlisted
Surface Warfare Specialist training
resulting in 212 Sailors and 6
Marines earning their warfare pins.
She helped author and execute
eight Navigation Training Team
packages focusing on 16 repetitive
exercises, resulting in AMERICA
maintaining
100%
operational
requirements. Petty Officer Clark
epitomizes the Navy Core Values of
honor, courage, and commitment.
She always delivers results and her
selfless devotion to her Sailors and
the mission are impeccable.

INCREASING LETHALITY,
SURVIVABILITY AND READINESS
OF THE FLEET
L3Harris is among the world’s leading integrators of C5ISR – targeting
systems for customers around the globe. Our expertise provides
complete turnkey, whole-ship, electrical, mechanical and electronic
systems integration, undersea warfare systems and airborne systems for
maritime patrol and surveillance.
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ADMIRAL ZUMWALT

AWARD FOR VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
This award honors an officer or senior enlisted person who most clearly exemplifies
the extraordinary qualities, vision & incisiveness of the nineteenth Chief of Naval
Operations. It is for those who demonstrate dynamic leadership, operational
excellence, unselfish dedication to duty, visionary zeal, and exemplary care for
personnel under his or her direction. This award is co-sponsored by Whitney, Bradley
Brown.

LS2 (SW) BRAYANT WEST
S1 DIVISION ASSISTANT LEADING PETTY OFFICER/WORK CENTER SUPERVISOR
USS HIGGINS (DDG 76)

LS2 (SW) Brayant West is a catalyst
for beneficial change within HIGGINS
and on the waterfront. He epitomizes
the enthusiasm and positive reforms
led by Admiral Zumwalt. Each and
every single day, he sets a great
example for Enlisted as well as
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Khaki through his unparalleled work
ethic, impeccable military bearing,
contagiously positive attitude, and
his subject matter expertise. He is a
mentor, trainer, teacher, and friend
to all the members of his division
and within the entirety of the ship’s
crew. Recently selected as HIGGINS
Sailor of the Quarter, LS2 West
represents the future of the fighting
fleet. He leads well above his rank.
One of the first volunteers on scene
during the tragic Bon Homme
Richard fire as part of HIGGINS flying
squad and delivered meals to hungry
teams in days following. His directly
attributable accomplishments are
legion. Some of the wave tops:
95% on 3M Certification,92% on
Supply Management Cert, 96% on
a surprise Financial Audit, and he
led DCTT through a 90% MOB-D
Certification. Petty Officer West
single-handedly buoyed HIGGINS
physical readiness 2 grades before
the COVID Pandemic. Stepping up as

temporary IDC, he become a driving
force on HIGGINS Medical Response
Team. His innovative mitigations,
implemented immediately, allowed
HIGGINS to maintain one the lowest
infection rates on the waterfront
and HIGGINS could continue
Basic Phase Training unphased
by a crippling pandemic. LS2’s
role and responsibility as Master
Helmsman is an ideal analogy for
his visionary leadership on HIGGINS.
His passion to keep the ship and
crew healthy and ready through
insightful policies, is what sets him
apart from even more seasoned
sailors. He works across rates,
ranks, divisions, and departments
to ensure everyone gets exemplary
care. LS2 West is truly the epitome
of Admiral Zumwalt’s Philosophy of
Operational Excellence while taking
good care of your shipmates.

ADMIRAL ZUMWALT

AWARD FOR VISIONARY LEADERSHIP
LT JOSHUA TALLMAN, USN
CHIEF ENGINEER/DAMAGE CONTROL ASSISTANT
USS STOUT (DDG 55)

The tremendous impact LT Joshua
Tallman has had on the crew of USS
STOUT (DDG 55) during 9 months at
sea has been exceptional. Describing
him as a selfless leader does not
even begin to scratch the surface. LT
Tallman started the deployment as a
second tour Division Officer, billeted
as the Damage Control Assistant.
His tour as DCA was already
filled with successes from efforts
through the Basic Phase, material
assessments
and
operational
performance. Manning challenges

due to COVID-19 required him to be
OPHELD for an additional 4 months
as well as assume the duties as
Chief Engineer. He embraced the
responsibility with immense pride
and passion. His efforts in upholding
the values of self-sufficiency within
Engineering has earned STOUT
the reputation as the most reliable
CRUDES asset in the 5th Fleet AOR
- not once has STOUT been unable
to meet operational tasking due
to material condition. Tallman
enacts change by exuding pride
and enthusiasm that is infectious
through those around him. His
greatest achievements have been
the empowerment, mentorship,
and motivation of others. Having
been gapped a DCC, EMC, and MMC
through most of his tour, he has
managed to instill a culture within his
Department that is focused on both
winning and safety that will remain
on STOUT for years in the future. His
junior engineers have accomplished
countless Depot Level repairs at sea
without the benefit of any onboard
technical assistance for the entirety
of the deployment. Instead of shying
away from difficult comprehensive
repairs, his Sailors embrace
challenges and the pride associated

with the knowledge that they are
indeed the best engineering team
in the Navy. As a direct result of the
self-sufficient attitude Lt Tallman
has instilled within the Engineering
Department, STOUT made U.S. Navy
history on September 24th when
they broke the previous record of
spending over 206 consecutive days
at sea. Between equipment repairs,
training team involvement and 2,000
hours of both bridge and engineering
watch standing, LT Tallman is always
to be found surrounding himself
with Junior Sailors on the deck
plates. His attention to the human
aspect of “life at sea” has also been
a critical factor to STOUT’s success.
His 2-month long “STOUT Olympic
Games” provided a much-needed
distraction and respite during
the “Dog Days of Summer” while
operating in and around the Arabian
Gulf. He has earned the unwavering
respect of the Wardroom and Chief’s
Mess, as well as that of the entire
Crew. His positive impact on the
ship’s material readiness as well as
the mental health and well-being of
our Shipmates makes him absolutely
deserving of the recognition of the
Admiral Zumwalt Award.
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THE SHAPE OF FREEDOM

THE SHAPE OF FREEDOM

the shape of freedo

LHA-class warships are the centerpiece of Fleet Marine Force
operations in sea denial and sea control. They enable power
projection as the global crisis response force-in-readiness.
Acquisition of LHA 9 integrates American naval power with current
hot production lines and helps us strengthen our nation’s supplier
base of 457 companies in 39 states to build this critical warship.
By retaining and sustaining the production of LHA-class ships,
HII has the unsurpassed capability and the capacity to deliver the
fleet our nation needs today and for the future.
Visit HuntingtonIngalls.com to learn more.
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Photo illustration of U.S. Navy photo.

CAPT RAYMOND KOMOROWSKI

PHOTO AWARD

IT2 JAMES GREEVES, USN
GRAND PRIZE & FIRST PLACE - SHIP

The Avenger-class minesweeper USS
Chief (MCM-14) sailing in the East
China Sea off Mt. Iodake, along the
coast of southern Japan.
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Connect across domains,
so you own tomorrow’s fight today.

To own the fight for sea control, you need eyes and ears all around. That’s why we’re building you a
connected fleet to extend the battlespace and give you the comprehensive picture you need to win.
lockheedmartin.com/maritime

Lockheed Martin. Your Mission is Ours.®
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CAPT RAYMOND KOMOROWSKI

PHOTO AWARD

BMC(EXW/SW/IW) NELSON DOROMAL, JR., USN
FIRST PLACE - OPERATIONS

SAN DIEGO (Oct. 16, 2019) Sailor assigned to Maritime Expeditionary
Security Squadron (MSRON) 3 underway conducting security patrol
aboard Mark VI patrol boat during unit level training provided by
Maritime Expeditionary Security Group (MESG) 1 Training and
evaluation Unit. MESF is a core Navy capability that provides port
and harbor security, high value asset security, and maritime security
in the coastal and inland waterways.
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CAPT RAYMOND KOMOROWSKI

PHOTO AWARD

MC1 DANIEL BARKER, USN
FIRST PLACE - PERSONAL INTEREST

ATLANTIC OCEAN (Sept. 11, 2020) Hospital Corpsman 2nd Class
Nicole Carr participates in a 5k Remembrance Run on the flight deck
of the amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) before sunrise.
The run was a tribute to those who lost their lives in the attacks of
September 11, 2001.
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Turning data into
a decisive edge

With proven expertise in maritime
autonomy, C4ISR, complex networks, and advanced
AI/ML, Leidos is helping the Navy prepare, protect,
and sustain the fleet of the future.
leidos.com/autonomy
©Leidos. All rights reserved. An equal opportunity employer/disability/vet.
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CAPT RAYMOND KOMOROWSKI

PHOTO AWARD

SECOND PLACE

SHIPS
MR. MARC STEGMAN

OPERATIONS
LTJG SAM HARDGROVE, USN

PERSONAL INTEREST
FCA2 ALLISON HEARNE, USN
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CAPT RAYMOND KOMOROWSKI

PHOTO AWARD

THIRD PLACE

SHIPS

OPERATIONS

SN DRACE WILSON, USN

LT ANDREW CORWELL, USCG
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Investing in U.S. Surface
Navy Families through
Higher Education
Scholarships
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ANCHOR THEIR FUTURES WITH EDUCATION, NOT DEBT

Freedom is not free. It is paid for with the sacrifices of the extraordinary men and women defending our nation. With that, military
families face unique and difficult challenges.

Taking on surmountable college debt should not be one of these challenges. For over 40 years, Anchor Scholarship Foundation has
served to make college more affordable for U.S. Surface Navy families. This is why, since our inception, we have awarded over
$1,300,000 in scholarships to over 1,200 eligible family members.

SUPPORT ANCHOR SCHOLARSHIPS:

DONATE: the more funds we raise each year, the more scholarship dollars we can award to Surface Navy family members.
ADVOCATE: tell everyone you know that these scholarships are available and where they can apply.
ATTEND OR SPONSOR OUR EVENTS: join us for the many events we host across the country.
138 S. Rosemont Rd, Suite 206, Virginia Beach, VA 23452 | 757-777-4724 | AnchorScholarship.com
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CAPT HOPLEY YEATON
CUTTER EXCELLENCE AWARD
LARGE CUTTER
The Cutter Excellence Award annually recognizes the crew of a large cutter (399
feet and above), the crew of a mid-sized cutter (WMEC, WLB, WLBB), and the crew
of a small cutter (175 feet and below). Cutter crews recognized for this award
will have demonstrated exceptional performance in areas such as operations and
mission accomplishment; commitment to crew and families; cutter training and
readiness; and engineering.

CGC POLAR STAR (WAGB 10)
POLAR STAR, throughout 325 Day
Away from Homeport (DAFHP) in
2020, completed a remarkable
122-day deployment in support of
Operation Deep Freeze (ODF). During
ODF, POLAR STAR established and
groomed a 22nm channel through 10
foot-thick Antarctic ice to resupply
McMurdo Station, conducted a three
ship escort into Winter Quarter’s

Bay for a sealift of 8M gallons of life
sustaining fuel, 900 containers, and
$480M in materials and supplies
for infrastructure recapitalization.
During ODF, POLAR STAR also
facilitated the State Department’s
historic treaty inspections of
Chinese, Italian, and South Korean
facilities, cementing U.S. leadership
and influence in the region. Returning

home amidst a global pandemic, the
cutter successfully completed their
$7.9M, four-month dry dock. POLAR
STAR’s unique people plan required
few crewmembers to need to spend
more than 215 DA FHP. Lastly, POLAR
STAR’s prototyping of Deployment
Based Training (vice TST A) is setting
well-founded precedents for future
cutter training models.

35

CAPT HOPLEY YEATON
CUTTER EXCELLENCE AWARD
MEDIUM CUTTER
The Cutter Excellence Award annually recognizes the crew of a large cutter (399
feet and above), the crew of a mid-sized cutter (WMEC, WLB, WLBB), and the crew
of a small cutter (175 feet and below). Cutter crews recognized for this award
will have demonstrated exceptional performance in areas such as operations and
mission accomplishment; commitment to crew and families; cutter training and
readiness; and engineering.

CGC BEAR (WMEC 901)
In 2020 BEAR executed a very
high OPTEMPO of 218 DA FHP in
a 242-day period, exhibiting great
flexibility in the execution of an
unexpected deployment to West
Africa. Initially slated to patrol
in the Eastern Pacific, while on
patrol BEAR’s crew responded
admirably to a hole in the engine
room, battling flooding at sea for
nearly 16 hours. Over a 5-day period
BEAR conducted emergency repairs
and requested $250K in parts and
supplies for an Out of Hemisphere
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(OOH) deployment 3,500 miles away
from depot level support. BEAR
sailed across the Atlantic to exercise
US-Cabo Verde bilateral agreements
during 25 LE exchanges, numerous
exercises, and interdiction of a 280foot freighter. BEAR’s preparations
allowed for completion of a major
at-sea shaft seal replacement and
replacement of a 1,200-pound fire
pump while in AFRTCOM. BEAR also
completed a 48-day 07 patrol which
included a 4-day boarding of a 300foot Haitian Freighter, and a 75 day,

$2.4M drydock during the height
of the uncertainty surrounding the
COVID-19 pandemic. BEAR hosted
three cutterman calls, including
an event supporting the search
for USRC BEAR, was published in
the CG Compass and the Maritime
Executive, conducted an information
operations campaign earning the
attention of the National Security
Council, and prototyped the Abbott
Now COVID test machine to mitigate
COVID risk.
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CAPT HOPLEY YEATON
CUTTER EXCELLENCE AWARD
SMALL CUTTER
The Cutter Excellence Award annually recognizes the crew of a large cutter (399
feet and above), the crew of a mid-sized cutter (WMEC, WLB, WLBB), and the crew
of a small cutter (175 feet and below). Cutter crews recognized for this award
will have demonstrated exceptional performance in areas such as operations and
mission accomplishment; commitment to crew and families; cutter training and
readiness; and engineering.

CGC CHEYENNE (WLR 75405)
In remarkable fashion, the 54-yearold CHEYENNE, stationed in St. Louis,
MO, serviced over 1,185 buoys and
150 shore aids in FY20. This high
optempo across 576 river miles
on the Mississippi river and three
Sectors, combined with record-high
water, flooding, and other cutter
casualties, meant CHEYENNE had
more underway hours than any
of the other 33 ATON cutters in
D8. Despite the cutter’s age, and
numerous significant casualties
including loss of the# 1 MOE and
cancellation of the cutter’s drydock,
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the hard work of CHEYENNE’s crew
meant that the cutter only had 9
days of unscheduled availability,
achieving a Ready for Operations
rating of99%. Despite CHEYENNE’s
primary ATON mission, the crew
responded to a person in the water
SAR case on June 4th. The watchstander overheard a “Pan Pan”’ for a
person in the water near the Gateway
Arch, 2.5 miles away. A volunteer
boat crew quickly assembled and
launched a small boat. arriving on
scene within minutes. The crew
discovered a woman clinging to

floating debris up river from a fleet
of barges and moments away from
being pulled under by the swift
river current. The boat crew quickly
maneuvered through the extreme
conditions and rescued the woman,
saving her life. Once onboard the
boat crew brought her back to the
cutter where medical personnel
provided treatment. This was an
especially noteworthy occurrence
because the CHEYENNE does not
maintain a SAR ready posture

navalnews.com

Navalnews.com is updated daily with in-depth features, industry and

naval forces news round-ups, event coverage, video reports and more.
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CAPT HOPLEY YEATON
SUPERIOR CUTTERMAN AWARD
The Captain Hopley Yeaton Superior Cutterman Award annually recognizes
one Coast Guard officer and one Coast Guard enlisted member who have most
embodied the Coast Guard Core Values and contributed to furthering the Coast
Guard’s sea going profession.

OFFICER

LCDR IAN STARR, USCG
CGC ALEX HALEY (WMEC 39)

As Executive Officer of USCGC ALEX HALEY (WMEC 39), LCDR Starr
exemplifies he qualities and characteristics of a Coast Guard Cutterman.
Through his positive engagement with his crew at a remote unit in AK
during a global pandemic, LCDR Starr has been critical to ALEX HALEY’s
success in FY2020. Despite COVID-19, under LCDR Starr’s leadership
the overall esprit de corps of the ALEX HALEY has improved dramatically.
Working with HSWL SC and a broad network of DI 7 POCs, LCDR Starr was
a critical liaison for providing care to crewmembers suffering from mental
health crises during the pandemic, to include short-notice MEDEVAC of
five personnel from the most remote corners of the D 17 AOR. Relying
on experience and initiative, LCDR Starr also developed procedures, later
adopted fleet-wide, to expedite testing for individuals underway in a remote
AOR. A caring individual dedicated to crew proficiency, LCDR Starr also
created an extensive JO PRODEV program involving practical ship driving,
a “speed mentoring” event, and in-depth leadership discussions, including
a revival of ALEX HALEY’s LDAC through engagement of the Chief and First
Class messes on board. Lastly, LCDR Starr is an expert ship driver who led
the cutter through CART, TSTA, AVCERT, and Finance and Administration
inspections with superb results.
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CAPT HOPLEY YEATON
SUPERIOR CUTTERMAN AWARD

ENLISTED

EMC DIMITRI BRISKER, USCG
CGC WAESCHE (WMSL 751)

EMC Dimitri Brisker is a cutterman to the core. While WAESCHE was transiting
across the Pacific Ocean, 700NM from nearest land, the cutter experienced
a major class bravo fire on one of the MDEs that rapidly climbed 8 decks
and spread to the interior bulkhead of the ammunition magazine. Displaying
incredible bravery and farsightedness as a member of the Rapid Response
Team, EMC Brisker managed initial response efforts. At great risk to his own
personal safety, EMC Brisker then led an attack team topside to the 0-3 level
to combat the fire immediately adjacent to several ammunition magazines,
preventing cascading casualties from exploding ordnance. He then cleared
hot spots, overhauled damaged spaces, dewatered compartments, and
enacted makeshift repairs to restore propulsion for avoidance of a fastapproaching tropical storm. EMC Brisker has been able to pioneer CGwide changes, including creation of class-wide MPC cards to address bow
thruster start problems and a class-wide JQR for the Diesel Generator. When
WAESCHE also experienced a crippling casualty to all modes of propulsion,
EMC Brisker and his team also trouble shot the MRG for IO hours to identify
and replace a faulty module card. EMC Brisker’s list of responsibilities
displays the breadth of his devotion to the crew. He is the Command Chief,
the senior EOW, a DCTT & ETT member. Cutterman qualification program
manager, and an advanced Motor Turbine technician.

I N N OVAT I O N A N D M O D E R N I Z AT I O N F O R T H E F UT U R E O F S U R FAC E WA R FA R E

GD.COM
©2021 General Dynamics. All rights reserved. Imagery courtesy U.S. DoD.
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Open Access to the

OPEN FORUM

With every SNA National Symposium
registration comes digital open
access to the U.S. Naval Institute!
Enjoy access to Proceedings and Naval History
magazines, our archives dating back
to 1874, and member-level discounts on
Naval Institute Press books until Feb. 12.

Learn more at www.usni.org/sna-national-symposium
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SURFACE FORCE INDEPENDENT DUTY

CORPSMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Surface Force Independent Duty Corpsman Award
was established to identify highly motivated and specially
trained Hospital Corpsman representing SURFLANT
and SURFPAC to manage health programs and provide
primary care under indirect supervision at sea.

HMC (SW/EXW/FMF/PJ)
JOSHUA BEARD, USN
USS ANTIETAM (CG 54)
HMC Beard’s service to the Navy,
to ANTIETAM, and to his shipmates
is reflected in the sustained
superior performance of his duties
as ANTIETAM’ s Senior Medical
Department
Representative/
Independent Duty Corpsman. Every
inspection of his department is
conducted with confidence and
completed with perfection. His
actions have resulted in ANTIETAM
receiving accolades from numerous
superiors, including the 7th Fleet
Surgeon for his role in bringing
Tactical Combat Casualty Care to
the Surface Force, qualifying 100%
of the crew. The definitive proof
of his numerous successes is in
the metrics and the overall health
of ANTIETAM’s Sailors. Under his
care ANTIETAM maintains 99%
overall medical readiness, despite
executing the highest OPTEMPO
of all surface ships throughout
the Navy and having no access
to routine care for 8 months. He
is the consummate professional

and has earned his commanders
complete trust and confidence!
Chief Beard seeks out responsibility,
assuming duties as Section Leader,
Exceptional
Family
Member
Coordinator, and Command Fitness
Leader. His efforts drastically turned
around the personal readiness
aboard and reinvigorated the crew
to choose a lifestyle of fitness.
Aboard the first Bubble Ship for
COVID, he developed and executed
the first COVID outbreak drill in 7th
Fleet and maintained ANTIETAM’s
“bubble” for more than 8 months the longest COVID free ship deployed
in the 7th Fleet. During deployment,
HMC Beard provided numerous
critical and life-saving procedures
at sea, with 36 additional medical
evacuations conducted under his
care resulting in zero casualties, and
praise from the strike group Senior
Medical Officer for his outstanding
care. Chief Beard’s clinical care
of Sailors is self-evident. He has
received
near-perfect
monthly

reviews from both his Physician
Supervisor and the Strike Group
Senior Medical Officer (SMO). His
Physician Supervisor stated that
Chief Beard is undoubtedly the
“Best of 7th Fleet IDC’s.” Chief
Beard’s Medical Department was
selected by the Strike Group SMO
as the training platform for junior
IDCs from USS RONALD REAGAN.
Chief Beard was the best provider
to train the next generation of IDCs
across 3 Cruisers, 7 Destroyers,
and the Senior Doctors, Nurses,
and Physician Assistants aboard
RONALD REAGAN. Chief Beard’s
successes have been the result of
his exceptional dedication to his
Sailors. ANTIETAM Sailors know that
regardless of the hour, or whether
he is aboard or at home, Chief Beard
will always be there to provide care
and treatment. There is no other
Hospital Corpsman throughout
the fleet more deserving of this
recognition!
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SURFACE FORCE INDEPENDENT DUTY

CORPSMAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

HM1 (SW)
SCOTT SOOTS, USN
USS STOUT (DDG 55)

HM1 Soots is a true professional
and technical expert. There is no
stronger IDC in the Fleet, who has
demonstrated sustained superior
performance in an afloat Surface
Force IDC billet throughout FY20.
HMl Soots operates well above the
level expected of even the U.S. Navy’s
best First-Class Petty Officers,
easily meeting the responsibility,
maturity, and leadership expected
from an experienced HMCS. HMl
Soots was hand selected by CNSL
for a no-notice reassignment
from OSCAR AUSTIN to STOUT in
November 2020. He successfully
worked through a holiday and
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pre-deployment
standdown
to
correct significant shortfalls in
medical readiness prior to the
start of COMPTUEX and a January
2020
operational
deployment.
HMI Soots hit the ground running
on day one, addressing a medical
readiness of 49%, achieving 80%
prior to deployment, and 93% prior
to STOUT’s return to homcport.
While independently deployed on
STOUT without organic MEDEVAC
assets, HM1 and his team managed
over 300 patient visits with only
eight patients requiring medical
evacuation while operating in the
C5F and C6F AORs. His outstanding
medical knowledge, the ability
to remain calm under stress, and
his
communication/coordination
amongst two Carrier Strike Groups,
one Amphibious Readiness Group,
and two command fleets resulted
in zero disabilities or loss of life.
HMl molded two junior hospitalmen
with zero shipboard experience

into exceptional young leaders and
medical technicians. Under his
direction, they have achieved: 100%
Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialist
(ESWS) qualifications, two college
enrollments, one United Services
Military Apprenticeship Program
(USMAP) enrollment, and 100%
retention rate. He maintained OSCAR
AUSTIN’s medical readiness at a
level near 95%, unheard of for ships
in an extended shipyard period, and
maintains 99% on STOUT, despite an
operational deployment of over nine
months. Onboard STOUT, HMI Soots’
impact exceeds the boundaries of
the medical department. He is a
model Sailor and personifies the
core values of honor, courage, and
commitment, earning the trust and
respect of his command team and
two crews. There is no better or more
qualified and deserving candidate in
the U.S. Navy for recognition through
this prestigious award.
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SNA SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
This award is awarded to Surface Navy Association members, dependents,
and retirees whose community-related activities go ‘above and beyond’ as
well as promoting the Surface Navy.

CAPT MICHAEL DAVANZO, USCG
The greatness of the Surface Navy Association is its diversity of membership
and outreach to brothers and sisters of the sea services as welcome and
equal partners in our mission and vision for our future. CAPT Davanzo, in his
role as Commander of the Coast Guard Cutter Forces, has been a vigilant and
ardent supporter of the Cutterman’s connection to Navy Surface Line in every
aspect of his leadership. No single Coast Guard officer could have as much
influence as CAPT Davanzo has in the ability to recruit Cuttermen members
to SNA. His work in the cutting-edge science of Icebreaker ship construction
is an essential element of free passage of the seas and of our maritime
national strategy. For CAPT Davanzo’s leadership, recruiting initiatives, and
groundbreaking work in facilitating freedom of the seas from every sea and
environment, we award him the Special Recognition Award, the Associations
highest honor.

CAPT EDWARD B. “TED” HONTZ USN (RET)
The Foundation upon which the Surface Navy builds its brilliance lies in the
AEGIS class ships, their development, warfighting capability, and acceptance
of engineering upgrades that allow it to fight in ways well beyond what they
were originally designed to accomplish. Certain names emerge from “those in
the know” about how, why and who were responsible for the most successful
class of warship ever constructed. Directly behind the name, Wayne E. Meyer
(Father of AEGIS) is Captain Ted Hontz. Captain Hontz was a pioneer in the
AEGIS program office instantiating the funding and operational requirements
for the Cruiser and Guided Missile Destroyer programs, commanded the
Cruiser USS Princeton (CG-59), and became a leader in the creation of special
tactics employing Cooperative Engagement Capabilities, precision guided
missile tactics, techniques and procedures (TTP’s), and in every major
system upgrade deployed in the Fleet today. While being so accomplished
in warfighting, he was an early and powerful advocate for the Surface Navy
Association, inspiring generations of officers to join and participate in our
Association as thought leaders and professional mariners. Captain Hontz’
reputation is so noteworthy, scores of officers and enlisted personnel joined
SNA just to be in the same Association as him. For his service to our Navy and
Nation in the AEGIS domain, and for his tireless devotion to the promotion
of Surface Warfare, he is awarded the Special Recognition Award, our
Associations highest honor.
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SNA SPECIAL RECOGNITION AWARD
RDML JON KREITZ, USN (RET)
Looking across the essential elements of a career Surface Warfare Officer,
it is imperative for senior leaders to man, equip, and train Sailors to create
Warships Ready for Tasking. Admiral Kreitz was a poster-example of this
type of officer, succeeding on the deck plates of numerous ships as well
as in Command and in Inspecting and Surveying our Fleet’s reliability and
dependability. Admiral Kreitz admirably used his platform to consistently
mentor juniors and peers alike in leadership and in best practices for creating
dynamic and effective crews and battle-ready ships. His devotion to his
Warfare specialty included an active and hands-on participation in the Surface
Navy Association in roles including: The Pearl Harbor Chapter, National Board
of Directors and Executive Committee. These assignments are demanding
and voraciously time consuming. Admiral Kreitz’ efforts and performance in
these assignments was brilliant and exemplary. Admiral Kreitz has been a
stalwart supporter of our Association and lightening rod for developing new
members. For his brilliant career and his direct and enthusiastic support of
SNA, he is awarded the Special Recognition Award, our Associations highest
honor.

FORCE MASTER CHIEF JAMES MONROE USN (RET)
At the end of any distinguished Naval career all one has remaining is a
reputation. Force Monroe was the beacon of the CPO’s creed in every significant
arena of its tenants. “Ask the Chief” was more than a slogan connected to
Force Monroe. As Naval Surface Forces Atlantic’s Force Master Chief he
was found on the deck plates of nearly every ship, mentoring CPO Messes,
young sailors, and implementing Surface Force policies and initiatives.
“Servant Leadership”. Force Monroe demonstrated the continuum of Faith,
Family, Nation, Navy, Ship, Shipmate, Self in every aspect of his career. From
ACU-4 to other challenging assignments his reputation was one of extreme
competence and love of his Sailors. Upon retirement, Force Monroe quickly
engaged in the Hampton Roads Chapter of SNA and brought with him more
junior enlisted membership than any Chapter had seen before. He continues
to lead by example, in ways that positively affect the Tidewater waterfront.
For his steadfast and diligent efforts for all Sailors and the community, he is
awarded the Special Recognition Award, our Associations highest honor.
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It’s impossible to add more
torpedoes to a submarine.
Until it’s not.
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SURFACE NAVY ASSOCIATION LITERARY AWARD

FIRST PLACE
LTJG ARTEM SHERBININ, USN

“A Fleet Without a Rudder”
October 2020 Proceedings

HONORABLE MENTION
CAPT JOHN CORDLE, USN (RET)

“Fatigue is the Navy’s
Black Lung Disease”
January 2020 Proceedings
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SURFACE NAVY ASSOCIATION VIDEO AWARD
This award was established to creatively promote the values of the
Surface Navy Association and to actively engage the Surface fleet
and SNA members to choreograph and produce a Surface Warfare
“spirit spot” video, showcasing Sailor’s lives in the Surface Navy
and Coast Guard (at sea and ashore) or supporting surface warfare
in industry. We received 7 video submissions.

USS BARRY (DDG 52) | LTJG SAMUEL HARDGROVE, USN
FIRST PLACE
Forward presence matters. Ensuring a free and open IndoPacific, your Finest Forward Deployed Destroyer, USS BARRY
DDG 52, stands trained and ready to operate and fight decisively
alongside our allies, partners, and friends.
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SURFACE NAVY ASSOCIATION VIDEO AWARD
USS WASP (LHD 1)
MC1 DANIEL BARKER, USN
SECOND PLACE
ATLANTIC OCEAN (2019-2020) Sailors aboard the
amphibious assault ship USS Wasp (LHD 1) conduct flight
deck operations, well deck operations, strait transits,
drills, replenishment-at-sea evolutions and multiple sea
and anchor events while underway. (U.S. Navy video by
Mass Communication Specialists assigned to USS Wasp)

USCGC CAMPBELL
SN KATE KILROY, USCG
THIRD PLACE
USCGC CAMPBELL deploys to the Arctic in support of joint missions with NATO partners
along the Western Coast of Greenland. USCGC CAMPBELL participated in search
and rescue exercise ARGUS led by the Kingdom of Denmark joint defense force’s
Joint Arctic Command. The CAMPBELL engaged in key diplomatic engagements in
Greenland as well as critical scientific research through their efforts with National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the International Ice Patrol.
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SAVE THE DATE

August 1-4, 2021
STEM Expo Aug. 1 | Conference and Exposition: Aug. 2-4
Gaylord National Resort & Convention Center
National Harbor, Maryland

www.SeaAirSpace.org

52

SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
An active-duty, retired or civilian individual, who while in the service of his
country has performed an exceptional or heroic action on the field of battle
or has contributed significantly to the development of operational or combat
readiness or capability to the at sea forces of the United States Navy or United
States Coast Guard.

STEWARD’S MATE 3RD CLASS WARREN DEYAMPERT, USCG

1941-1943
Steward’s Mate 3rd Class Warren
Deyampert, a crewman aboard
the cutter Escanaba, volunteered
for the hazardous duty of rescue
swimmer. On 3 February 1943, the
Army transport ship, Dorchester had
been torpedoed by a U-boat and was
quickly sinking. He and other rescue
swimmers dawned state-of-the-art
exposure suits and plunged into
the icy waters in the early morning
darkness tethered to the Escanaba.
Deyampert spent nearly four hours
in the water, swimming out and

COURAGE ON CUTTER ESCANABA
pulling rafts in close to the ship,
securing lines so that deck crews
could pull them to the cutter, and
at times keeping helpless survivors
afloat until they could put lines
around them. Often swimming close
to Escanaba, the swimmers were in
danger of being crushed between
life rafts at the ship’s side. He
kept helpless survivors afloat until
they could be secured with a line
and hauled aboard the cutter. He
also swam under the fantail of the
maneuvering cutter to keep floating

victims away from the suction of
Escanaba’s propeller. All the while,
he disregarded the danger to
himself, trying to save as many lives
as possible. Deyampert perished
later that year when Escanaba
exploded and sank. For his heroic
service, Warren Deyampert was
posthumously awarded the Purple
Heart and the Navy & Marine Corps
Medals. A Fast Response Cutter will
be named in his honor in the coming
ship build.

53

SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
QUARTERMASTER FREDERICK H. FRANKLIN, USN

1871

LEADERSHIP DURING CAPTURE OF KOREAN FORT AWARDED MOH

Quartermaster Frederick Franklin
serves on the crew of the Frigate
Colorado
during
the
Korean
Expedition of 1871.
Sailing
through the Ganghwa Straits on 11
June 1871, as part of a peaceful
diplomatic mission to establish
trade and political relations, as well
as investigate the destruction of
the Merchant Marine Ship General
Sherman, Colorado is fired upon
by batteries of a nearby Fort. In
the ensuing battle, American
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ships launch a counter-attack with
barrages of artillery fire, then charge
and capture the forts. Franklin
disembarks the Colorado with
Company Delta in an amphibious
assault of a fort on Ganghwa Island.
His Mission Commander, Marine
Lieutenant Hugh McKee leads the
assault until he is mortally wounded.
Immediately
Franklin,
sensing
disaster, rallies his men, assumes
command of the company and
successfully leads them to an attack

that captures the fort. In successive
engagements over the next few
hours, Franklin continues to lead his
Company to successfully capture
five Korean forts, thus securing
victory for the Force in Ganghwa
Island. For his valor and leadership,
Quartermaster Frederick Franklin is
awarded the Medal of Honor. This
is the first time it is awarded for
actions in a foreign conflict.

RAISING THE BAR

IN GLOBAL MARITIME SERVICES

From ship transfers to overhauls and everything in between, VSE Corporation’s Global Maritime Services provides customers with a full
range of expertise from training services and technical support to complex system restorations, modernizations and maintenance. From parts
procurement and warehousing logistics to MRO services, VSE Global Maritime Services offers full-service expertise. Our customers include
the U.S Navy and U.S Coast Guard as well as foreign naval fleets.
For More Information: www.vsecorp.com | FDS@vsecorp.com

NAVAL SYSTEMS

Forge ahead.
Own the edge.
Successful maritime operations rely on ships with advanced lethality, survivability,
efficiency and readiness. As a preferred partner for proven technology from stem to
stern we are committed to support the Navy’s drive to advance the capabilities of the
fleet. Through hard work, innovative thinking and inspired collaboration, the Navy
forges ahead. And owns the edge.

LeonardoDRS.com/naval-forces
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SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
LIEUTENANT JUNIOR GRADE RUFUS G. HERRING, USN (RET)

1942-1947

ONLY SWO EARNING MEDAL OF HONOR DURING
PRE-INVASION ATTACK ON IWO JIMA

On 17 February 1945 LTJG Rufus
Herring commanded the gunboat
landing craft (LCI(G)-449) as part
of the pre-invasion bombardment
of Iwo Jima. Boldly closing the
strongly fortified shores under the
devastating fire of Japanese coastal
defense guns, LTJG Herring directed
shattering barrages of 40-mm. and
20-mm. gunfire against hostile
beaches, in support of Underwater
Demolition Team swimmers, until
struck down by the enemy’s savage
counterfire which blasted the
449’s heavy guns and whipped her
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decks into sheets of flame. As the
ship veered out of control, Herring
regained consciousness. Despite
very serious wounds that left him
gravely weakened, he made his
way to the pilot house and took the
helm. Although unable to stand,
he continued to rally his men, and
maneuvered & navigated the ship
safely and tactically while keeping
it in action with the remaining
20-millimeter guns covering the
swimmers. His efforts protected and
saved many of their lives and allowed
them to complete their mission.

For his “conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity at the risk of his life
above and beyond the call of duty,”
he was awarded the Medal of Honor.
Herring was promoted to lieutenant
in August 1945 after being sent
back to the U.S. for hospitalization.
In April 1947, he was transferred
to the retired list with the rank of
lieutenant commander. Rufus G.
Herring subsequently returned to
his hometown of Roseboro, North
Carolina, where he pursued a
business career. He died on January
31, 1996.

SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
VICE ADMIRAL JAMES A. HIRSHFIELD, USCG (RET)

1924-1962
James Hirshfield, Commander of
the Coast Guard Cutter Campbell,
on 22 February 1943, distinguished
himself during a convoy battle
on the North Atlantic during
WWII. As part of a convoy escort
group that is attacked by German
U-boat
torpedoes,
Hirshfield’s
cutter engaged six, forcing them
to submerge, and damaging at
least two. His crew then recued
50 survivors from a torpedoed
Norwegian tanker. As Campbell
rejoined the convoy, she detected
a contact on radar, and made visual

NAVY CROSS FOR ACTION AS CO OF
CUTTER CAMPBELL IN WWII
contact with U-606 at the surface
and Hirshfield directed his crew
to ram the enemy boat, which
they did with a glancing blow. As
the submarine slid past, his crew
expeditiously dropped two depth
charges and point-blank fire that
fatally cripple the enemy. The two
vessels are so close Hirshfield is
wounded by flying splinters from
the explosion. Despite his injury, he
remained in command throughout
the action and subsequent period.
The Campbell sustained damage
during the counterattack and is

disabled by a flooded engine room.
Hirshfield directed repairs as well
as the rescue and captured several
prisoners from the U-boat crew.
Hirshfield earned the Navy Cross
for his inspiring leadership and
the valiant devotion to duty, one of
only six such awards given to Coast
Guardsmen during that conflict. He
also received the Purple Heart and
the Distinguished Service Medal.
Vice Admiral Hirshfield retired on 1
February 1962, bringing to a close a
career of nearly 39 years.
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H-60 AIRCREW SEAT
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A NAVAIR PMA-202/AIRWorks team designed a
new ergonomic gunner seat to reduce vibration
and hard landing injuries to air crew. KIHOMAC
was contracted to take the design into prototype
and production. This is the only crash worthy
seat in the helicopter market. To date, 530
seats have been delivered.
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LCAC RUDDER

US Navy needed a source for
replacement rudders for its fleet
of legacy LCACs. KIHOMAC reverse
engineered the entire rudder
assembly from class F assets,
created 3D models and a 2D
design package, designed and
fabricated required tooling and
has manufactured 40 new rudders.

PROBLEM SOLVED.

SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
MASTER’S MATE ROBERT KELLEY, USN

1863
Master-At-Arms Robert T. Kelley,
under the wartime alias Robert T.
Clifford, is aboard USS Shokokon
during the American Civil War, off
Wilmington, NC. On 22 August
1863, he led a landing party at
New Topsail Inlet on a mission to
destroy an enemy schooner. Despite
several
geographic
obstacles,

HEROISM IN BATTLE
Kelley successfully directs his men
on portage of a dinghy across a
significant neck of land separating
the sea from the sound. They
launched the boat into the sound
and approached the enemy from the
rear. He then creeps into the rebel
camp to do reconnaissance and
noted that the enemy outnumbered

his party three to one. Despite the
odds and relying upon surprise, he
ordered a charge, routing the enemy
and capturing the schooner along
with a quantity of supplies. For his
bold leadership and heroism in
battle, Masters Mate Robert Kelly is
awarded the Medal of Honor.
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SURFACE NAVY HALL OF FAME
ROBERT SMALLS

1862-1868
Robert Smalls was born into slavery
in Beaufort, South Carolina. He
freed himself, his crew, and their
families during the American
Civil War by commandeering a
Confederate transport ship, CSS
Planter, in Charleston Harbor, on
May 13, 1862, and sailed it from
Confederate-controlled waters of
the harbor to the U.S. blockade
that surrounded it. At one point
he disguised himself as the ship’s
Confederate Captain and convinced
harbor patrol boats to allow him
through to access the open ocean.
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COMMANDEERED A CONFEDERATE SHIP
DURING THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR
He piloted the ship to the Unioncontrolled enclave in Beaufort-Port
Royal-Hilton Head area, where it
became a Union warship. His valiant
actions helped convince President
Abraham Lincoln to accept African
American soldiers and sailors into
the Union Force. During the rest of
the war, Smalls balanced his role
as a spokesperson and Union Navy
captain on the Planter and the
ironclad USS Keokuk, conducting
17 missions in and around
Charleston. After the war, Smalls
was commissioned as a brigadier

general in the South Carolina militia.
He returned to Beaufort and became
a politician, winning election as a
Republican to the South Carolina
State legislature and the United
States House of Representatives
during the Reconstruction era. He
purchased the plantation where he
served as a slave and lived the rest
of his life there. Numerous schools,
facilities and monuments have been
named in honor of Robert Smalls,
including Camp Robert Smalls and
an Army logistics support vessel.

NOTES
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