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Nations Stand Together to Stop 
Nefarious Activities at Sea
Multi-National Coalition Works Together to 
Secure the Seas in Southwest Asia

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

The Bahrain-based Combined Maritime Forces (CMF) has brought 
together a diverse group of military personnel to provide a stabilizing 
presence and deter illicit activity.

“CMF is unique, because it is the world's largest maritime partnership, 
with 34 full membership nations and six partner nations from across 
the globe,” said Commodore Adrian Fryer, Royal Navy, the Deputy 
Commander of the Combined Maritime Forces. “They range from 
Canada, through America and South America to Brazil, and then right 
across the globe through to New Zealand and Japan on the other 
side, and everything in between, all focusing on this area, because 
they appreciate how important it is to global trade, freedom of 
navigation and the economy of the world.” 

Fryer, who is also the Commander of the United Kingdom Maritime 
Component, reports to U.S. Navy Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, the CMF 
Commander.

The area of operations is large--3.2 million square miles. “Compare 
that to the size of the U.S., which is about 3.7 million square miles,” 
Fryer said. “It gives you some idea of the scale of the area we're 
looking at.  Even if you had 100 warships, and let’s say a warship 
can do 30 knots—about 35 miles an hour--you can't police the whole 
of the continental U.S. with 40 police cars travelling at 35 miles an 
hour.  So, you have to position them in the right place and do the 
right thing.” 

Fryer said his staff has geographically split up the joint operating 
area into areas where they think things are happening. “We do that 
with four different task forces that are divided into geographical 
areas and based on things that are happening at that time. CTF 
151 is focused on counter piracy in Gulf of Aden and near the key 
chokepoint of the Bab al-Mandeb Strait. That’s an area where piracy 
has previously occurred, but it has been deterred there successfully 
more recently. CTF 152 addresses security inside the Arabian Gulf 
through cooperation with regional partners. CTF 150 has the biggest 
area of responsibility and deals with general maritime security 
operations, which includes counter-narcotics, weapons smuggling, 
illegal fishing, charcoal smuggling, and capacity building—in the 
Gulf of Oman, Arabian Sea, and Gulf of Aden. Lastly, we have 
CTF 153, which has been stood up recently and is geographically 
focused in the Red Sea, down through the Bab al Mandeb and into 
the Gulf of Aden.”
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ARABIAN GULF (Jan. 12, 2021) The United Arab Emirates Navy patrol 
boat Shaheen (P 154), left, and a U.S. Navy MH-60R Seahawk helicopter 
conduct aerial overwatch drills during the combined exercise Sentinel Shield 
in the Arabian Gulf, Jan. 12. Coalition Task Force Sentinel, the operational 
arm of the International Maritime Security Construct, is a multinational 
maritime effort which promotes maritime stability and safe passage, 
enhancing freedom of navigation throughout key waterways in the Arabian 
Gulf, Strait of Hormuz, Gulf of Oman, Gulf of Aden, Bab el-Mandeb Strait 
and Southern Red Sea. (U.S. Navy courtesy photo)
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you look around the room and you might get 15 people saying, 
‘Yes, it's obvious,’ and at the same time you might get 10 people 
saying, ‘It doesn't make sense to me.’ But that's the strength of it. 
It's a partnership. It's not a formal coalition. It's a partnership of 
the willing. We run on that sort of unique understanding to get the 
best answer. It’s not always what I think, or Admiral Cooper thinks 
will be the best answer, but we drive through what the collective 
decides is the best answer.” 

Fryer said new technologies are enabling new ways of carrying out 
the mission, but it still comes down to the people. “The CMF didn’t 
exist when I first started coming out here, and that partnership is 
very successful. There are new technologies that have changed the 
nature of warfare, but I see the enduring value of our presence 
and our partnerships, and that grows every day.”

Power of the partnership

According to CMF’s Operations Officer, Royal Australian Navy 
Cmdr. Andy Duff, the number of participating nations is both a 
strength and a challenge.

“We're not just a naval force; we are a maritime force.” said 
Duff. “We are a 34-nation group. That is one of our strengths. 
We have many members from navies, coast guards, and entities 
like the Kuwaiti Police and New Zealand Air Force. We have 
members from Brazil to Korea and Japan, and from New Zealand 
to Norway, with many countries in between. They all bring their 
different ideas and different ways of doing things.”

There are also other countries which have expressed interest in 
joining the CMF, Duff said.

Duff said CMF is not a “state facing” coalition. “If a state actor 
comes out and it appears it might be a contentious situation, a 
nearby CMF ship can carry on and do whatever it was going to 
do, but it would chop back to its national authorities.” 

The nefarious activities vary, from smuggling of narcotics and 
weapons to illegal fishing and human trafficking. 

“In the triangle for deterrence, you need to have both the ability and 
the will to do something about it, and the third side of the triangle is 
that an opponent or adversary must know you have the ability and 
are willing to engage,” he said. “If any of the sides of that triangle 
disappears, then you’ve got no deterrence.”

For example, people may not think of charcoal smuggling as a major 
problem for regional security, but it’s part of the unlawful maritime 
activity taking place in the region.  “When you're conducting 
counterterrorism operations, you follow the money. And the smuggling 
of charcoal generates money for bad actors,” he said. “When we’re 
looking at illegal and unreported fishing, it isn’t necessarily fueling 
terrorist operations, but it does affect the economy of some states 
where we are operating, and therefore it affects regional stability.”

In the Indian Ocean, the Seychelles have massive fish resources, but 
the island nation has limited resources to police it, and they're losing 
out on a huge amount of revenue. That has a big impact on a small 
country.  “It’s hard to enforce those international fisheries regulations-
-it’s high-effort, but it is important to those countries,” said Fryer.

Multi-national staff

The CMF permanent staff at the headquarters in Bahrain is about 
200 people who come from all those different nations. “There are 
very few junior people here. Most have 20-years-plus experience of 
pure maritime operations. As a collective, you likely don’t find that 
kind of knowledge, expertise, and experience anywhere else in the 
world,” Fryer said.

Fryer said the diversity of the staff creates an unusual dynamic. “The 
beauty, and also one of the frustrations about CMF, is that everybody 
has a slightly different way of looking at the same problem.  We 
could be looking at a situation where the solution seems obvious, and 

A Royal Navy team boards a vessel in the Arabian Gulf.  Combined Maritime Forces in the region are focused on reassuring regional partners of the 
Coalition's commitment to security, which promotes stability and global prosperity.  (Courtesy Photo U.S. Naval Forces Central Command / U.S. 5th Fleet)
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The countries have different scopes of involvement. Some are only 
engaged in counter piracy, for example, for various political or 
constitutional reasons. 

They can shift from CMF to national operational control at any time. 
“Whenever they do anything under CMF banner, the ship will justify 
why they believe they should be allowed to do the boarding. They 
have to come through our reporting chain and get our permission. 
So, we have a set of conditions that have to be met before we can 
execute a boarding, and we have a dedicated legal officer who 
helps us make that determination. And that ship will also get national 
permission.”

In some cases, there can be political ramifications of one country’s 
naval vessel performing a boarding and search of another country’s 
boat where there could be sensitivities.

And in some cases, the nations may not have the platforms to 
participate, but they can provide a command-and-control structure 
and lead a task force with other nations’ ships. “There’s a huge value 
in that,” said Fryer. “If you are a friend and partner with somebody, 
you can work toward a common aim.”

CMF is comprised of four task forces—the fourth stood up on April 
17. “CTF 153 is concentrated on the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and 
Gulf of Aden to foster cooperation among regional partners and 
safeguard a critical corridor of trade from destabilizing activity.”

“CTF 152 is mainly made up of GCC countries and is involved in 
maritime security operations inside the Arabian Gulf. Because we 
have U.S. and UK ships based here, they will be out there with 152 
in support of their operations in what we call associated support.”

Ships may participate in different task forces when they’re in the 
region. They may take part in EUNAVFOR’s Operation Atalanta 
and then operate with CTF 151.

The various CMF units monitor traffic in their area, looking for 
abnormal activity. If warranted, they will approach and board 
a vessel. “Our inspections serve as a deterrence to the mariners 
who might be thinking of breaking the law, and a reassurance to 
the nations around here that rely on us to prevent illicit activity,” 
said Duff.

Task Force Sentinel Faces Iran

The International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) is a smaller 
coalition, also headquartered in Bahrain. While CMF is not “state-
facing,” the IMSC is.

The International Maritime Security Construct (IMSC) was formed 
in July 2019 in response to an increase in threats to the freedom 
of navigation and the free flow of trade for legitimate mariners 
in the international waters of the Middle East region. Coalition 
Task Force (CTF) Sentinel is the operational arm of IMSC and is 
comprised of ships from the member nations on a rotational basis.

“For nearly three years, this task force has played an invaluable 
role in deterring destabilizing activity in the Strait of Hormuz 
and Bab al-Mandeb from Iran and its proxies,” said Cmdr. Tim 
Hawkins, spokesman for U.S. Fifth Fleet, which oversees IMSC and 
CTF Sentinel. “IMSC’s efforts have also been essential in reassuring 
regional nations and international merchant shipping partners.”

CTF Sentinel provides “overwatch” for partner-nation-flagged 
merchant vessels as they transit the Strait of Hormuz and Bab al-

RED SEA (April 21, 2022) A Saildrone Explorer unmanned surface vessel, 
amphibious command ship USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) and Egyptian Navy 
frigate ENS Alexandria (F911) operate in the Red Sea in support of the newly 
established Combined Task Force 153, April 21. CTF 153 focuses on maritime 
security and capacity building in the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and Gulf of 
Aden. (U.S. Army photo by Cpl. DeAndre Dawkins)

Petty Officer 1st Class Craig Makynen, Intelligence Specialist stationed aboard 
the guided-missile cruiser USS San Jacinto looks for surface contacts as the 
ship gets underway after a recent Seychelles port call. 

This 2020 image shows an Iranian Sea King helicopter hovered above 
M/T Wila and armed Iranian personnel fast-roped aboard the ship. Initial 
reports also indicated two Iranian ships in the vicinity of the incident. A 
CTF Sentinel coalition ship was providing overwatch in the immediate area 
and monitored the incident. There were no calls for help issued by Wila. 
(Image courtesy of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command)
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Mandeb Strait. The coalition also makes “maritime awareness calls” 
to reassure merchant vessels of task force’s presence.

Current Members of IMSC are Albania, Bahrain, Estonia, Lithuania, 
Romania, Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, the UK, and the 
U.S.

The White Ensign

Fryer is also head of Royal Navy operations from Crete through the 
Eastern Mediterranean, into the Suez Canal and Red Sea, down to 
the Indian Ocean to Madagascar, and over to the Arabian Sea and 
Arabian Gulf.

According to Fryer, the UK and the Royal Navy’s “White Ensign” has 
had a presence in Bahrain for over 200 years. “I've been out here on 
maybe 10 or 15 deployments at sea. But what you're seeing now is 
that instead of sending ships on deployment from the UK here all the 
time as routine business, we're now foreign basing our ships here to 
get more value out of their precious time. For the last 15 years we’ve 
always had four mine countermeasures vessels out here, and we have 
had two or three frigates or destroyers deploy here. Now we have 
one frigate, but its permanently here.”

MANAMA, Bahrain (April 17, 2022) Vice Adm. Brad Cooper, Commander of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, U.S. 5th Fleet and Combined Maritime 
Forces (CMF) speaks at the Combined Task Force (CTF) 153 commissioning ceremony April 17, at CMF headquarters in Bahrain. CTF 153 is a Combined 
Maritimes Forces task force focused on maritime security and capacity building in the Red Sea, Bab al-Mandeb and Gulf of Aden. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dawson Roth)

That permanent asset is the Type 23 frigate HMS Montrose. 
“We’ve also got the four MCMVs, and a Royal Fleet Auxiliary 
Bay-class large floating dock ship, RFA Cardigan Bay, that can 
serve as a command-and-control platform for the MCMVs,” Fryer 
said. “Our frigate and MCMVs are double-crewed. And every 
four months we rotate the crews so that people don't become the 
limiting factor of how often we can use those ships.

The Royal Navy’s purpose-built Naval Support Facility has 
accommodations, feeding, canteens, forward support maintenance 
units, warehousing—all self-contained, and located right between 
the U.S. Navy base and the Bahrain base. “We run it with about 
500 people; with about 100 permanent staff. None of this is 
possible without them,” Fryer said. “They’re brilliant.” 

Fryer said the Royal Navy forces in the region are not just to 
have a presence. “We're here to enable that stability of the Gulf 
region because we know how important that stability is, not just for 
the UK economy, but also for the rest of the globe.”
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Indo-Pacific Partner Nations Share Information at the “Speed of Thought”
A Free and Open Indo Pacific is Indispensable to the Entire Human Family

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

A group of experts met at the Indo-Pacific Maritime Security 
Exchange (IMSE), which took place in Honolulu at the conclusion 
of the Rim of the Pacific 2022 (RIMPAC) exercises in August. The 
attendees examined the meaning and importance of a “Free and 
open Indo-Pacific,” and understanding the definition of what it is, and 
exemplifying what it is not.

In his keynote remarks, Commander of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, Adm. 
Sam Paparo said a free and open Indo-Pacific is critical to economic 
prosperity as well as maintenance of sovereignty and individual 
nations’ national security.

“A free and open Indo Pacific is indispensable not just the allies and 
partners that are represented here in this part of the world, but to 
the entire human family that spans the globe,” Paparo said.

“The Indo-Pacific is the fastest growing region on the planet, home 
to more than half of the world's people and growing; home to 
60% of the world's economy; and responsible for two thirds of the 
world's economic growth over the last five years,” he said. “In fact, 
despite the hardships imposed on the world by the global pandemic, 
regional merchandise exports grew by 23.1% last year and imports 
by 22.8%.”

Paparo said the continuance of a free and open Indo-Pacific depends 
on a rules-based order as set forth in the United Nations Convention 
of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) and other international agreements. 
“This is the body of rules, conventions, principles, and values that 
have been the engine of growth, stability and prosperity that have 
lifted 60% of the world's population out of poverty since the end of 
the Second World War.”

Paparo admitted that the U.S. has not yet ratified UNCLOS. “However, 
there are nation states that have ratified UNCLOS and baldly violate 
it; and there are nations who due to their own democratic processes 
are still working through ratifying it but uphold it to the letter.  The 
deeds speak for themselves.”

Paparo said that RIMPAC, which included 26 participating nations 
this year, provided the opportunity for nations to share best practices 
for operations, communications, and information sharing between 
maritime forces.  “It is fundamental to develop close relationships, 
to create enduring trust, that enables international cooperation and 
interoperability between nations and navies; and information sharing 
is fundamental to effective maritime operations between navies and 
other maritime forces.”

Paparo provided examples of what a free and open Pacific is not. 
“A state actor who declares by law, and in violation of a finding of 
the International Court of Justice, on a maritime claim for an exclusive 
economic zone that confers fishing and mineral rights to a sovereign 
nation in accordance with the Convention on the Law of the Sea, 
who in fact, exploits protein and mineral rights that are the rightful 
property of a sovereign nation in violation of that convention.  Another 
example would be threats of violence through critical choke points 
that ultimately would have the leverage of causing insurance rates to 
raise or make trans-shipping companies wary of transporting cargo 
through that choke points and exert a tremendous leverage in the 

free and open exchange of goods, services, and ideas over those 
rightful maritime commons. Another example is to use this sea to 
violate the sovereignty of another nation. Those are examples of 
what a free and open Indo-Pacific is not. Their results are much 
graver than would be presented by the thing in and of itself. The 
cause-and-effect factors that would ripple worldwide would have 
direct humanitarian effects on populations, not just in the Indo 
Pacific region, but all over the world,” Paparo said. “These are 
examples of what a free and open Indo-Pacific may not be.

Coast Guards play a key role in the region, as well. Vice Admiral 
Andy Tiongson, US Coast Guard Commander of the Pacific Area, 
said that this is the “era of the coast guards.”

Tiongson discussed USCG collaboration with many of the smaller 
Indo-Pacific nations in enforcing laws against illegal activities 
such as unreported fishing, smuggling, piracy, and forced labor, 
and in promoting professional behavior at sea. The Coast Guard 
plays an important role in humanitarian assistance, such as recent 
deliveries of water to drought-stricken Kiribati. The Coast Guard 
participates in ship rider programs to enable countries in Oceania 
to better patrol their waters.

Open and inclusive

In a subsequent session, Dr. David Santoro, president of the Pacific 
Forum, moderated a panel that examined the concept of a free 
and open Indo-Pacific, or “FOIP” as it is known.

The Pacific Forum is a Honolulu-based non-profit, foreign policy 
research institute that focuses on current and emerging political, 
security, economic and business issues and works to help stimulate 
cooperative policies in the Indo-Pacific region through analysis and 
dialogue undertaken with the region’s leaders in the academic, 
government, and corporate areas.

Santoro said FOIP was formally offered as a strategy by Japan 
in 2016 to encourage greater convergence between the Pacific 
and the Indian Oceans to promote peace, stability, and freedom.  

NUKU’ALOFA, Tonga (Sept. 16, 2022) Adm. Samuel Paparo, Commander, 
U.S. Pacific Fleet, meets with Tongan Maritime Force leaders during a visit 
to Masefield Navy Base, Tonga. The visit to Tonga emphasized the U.S. 
commitment to strengthening partnerships for an enduring free and open 
Indo-Pacific. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd 
Class Nick Bauer)
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Santoro quoted U.S. Secretary of State Anthony Blinken as saying 
that freedom is about “the ability to write your future and have a 
say in what happens in your community and your country,” and that 
“openness naturally flows from freedom.”  Santoro also referred to 
Blinken in explaining that FOIP also means being free from corruption 
and intimidation.

Deputy Assistant Minister for Foreign Policy, Kazuya Endo, of Japan 
said the vision of a free and open Indo Pacific evolved in Japan 
and was developed under the leadership of the late Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe 15 years ago when he first referred to the concept of 
Indo Pacific. Endo said Japan’s view on FOIP has been shaped by 
the dynamism created by the shift in the global power balance with 
the confluence of the Pacific and Indian Ocean, to include the Indian 
subcontinent and Africa, as an economic engine for the entire world.

“To make the Indo-Pacific free and open would give benefits to 
all parties concerned considering the various challenges in the 
region such as piracy, terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, natural disasters and attempts to change the status quo 
by force,” Endo said. “The concept of FOIP was designed to be open 
and inclusive, so that Japan is ready to cooperate with any partners 
which share the vision, because no country alone can maintain or 
enhance the international order based on the rule of law.” 

Endo said Japan has taken a wide range of measures under three 
pillars, which are the promotion of fundamental values; pursuit of 
economic prosperity; and the commitment for peace and stability.

Consul General Mike Ketchen of New Zealand said it has been a 
priority for successive New Zealand governments to lift engagement 
with the Pacific region, delivering greater investment and building 
long term partnerships built on a foundation of mutual respect. “We 
are focused on working with our Pacific partners to build long term 
resilience, while ensuring our joint endeavors have a high degree 
of Pacific ownership and innovation. But the Pacific itself is an 
increasingly complex and contested region. The enduring challenges 
of fragile economies, mixed levels of governance and poor 
infrastructure have been exacerbated by the more modern threats of 
geostrategic competition, climate change, and the global pandemic. 
What happens in the wider Indo-Pacific impacts materially on our 
neighborhood in the Pacific, its well-being, and its prosperity. In this 
context, New Zealand has embraced the concept of the Indo-Pacific 

as our wider home, locating ourselves and a larger ecosystem of 
nations and regions that includes East Asia, the Pacific, the Indian 
sub-continent, and the Pacific Rim.”

Ketchen said New Zealand has emphasized a principles-based 
approach to the region. “We support regional architecture, 
including new architecture, and regional initiatives that 
demonstrate clear respect for international rules and norms.  This 
includes UCLOS and freedom of navigation and overflight that 
promote openness. We want to see a region that is open for trade 
investment and the movement of people to support prosperity 
and open supply chains; that is inclusive, to ensure all countries 
in the region can participate;  that upholds and respects nation 
state sovereignty; and, finally, that promotes transparency to 
ensure states are honest about their foreign policy objectives, and 
initiatives beyond the borders. We see these principles as critical 
to ensuring peace, prosperity, and stability. They protect and 
advance the interests of all states, big and small, including New 
Zealand's and our interests and the region.”

According to Ketchen, the Indo Pacific has become increasingly 
contested and the strategic environment more challenging. “New 
Zealand's efforts to play our part in defending the international 
rules-based order has taken on increasing importance, whether 

Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United States
According to the February 2022 Indo-Pacific Strategy of the United States, “More members of the U.S. military are based in the 
region than in any other outside the United States. It supports more than three million American jobs and is the source of nearly $900 
billion in foreign direct investment in the United States. In the years ahead, as the region drives as much as two-thirds of global 
economic growth, its influence will only grow—as will its importance to the United States.”
“The United States has long recognized the Indo-Pacific as vital to our security and prosperity. Our ties were forged two centuries 
ago, when Americans came to the region seeking commercial opportunities, and grew with the arrival of Asian immigrants to the 
United States. The Second World War reminded the United States that our country could only be secure if Asia was, too. So in the 
post-war era, the United States solidified our ties with the region, through ironclad treaty alliances with Australia, Japan, the Republic 
of Korea (ROK), the Philippines, and Thailand, laying the foundation of security that allowed regional democracies to flourish. Those 
ties expanded as the United States supported the region’s premier organizations, particularly the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN); developed close trade and investment relationships; and committed to uphold international law and norms, from 
human rights to freedom of navigation.”

“A free and open Indo-Pacific can only be achieved if we build collective capacity for a new age; common action is now a strategic 
necessity. The alliances, organizations, and rules that the United States and our partners have helped to build must be adapted; 
where needed, we must update them together. We will pursue this through a latticework of strong and mutually reinforcing coalitions.”

SUVA, Fiji (Sept. 15, 2022) Adm. Samuel Paparo, commander, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, visits and speaks with recruits and staff assigned to Republic of Fiji’s 
Force Training Group during a visit to Suva, Fiji. The visit to Fiji emphasized 
the U.S. commitment to strengthening partnerships for an enduring free 
and open Indo-Pacific. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 
2nd Class Nick Bauer)
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PHILIPPINE SEA (Jan. 22, 2022) Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser 
USS Lake Champlain (CG 57) transits Philippine Sea, Jan. 22, 2022. 
Operating as part of U.S. Pacific Fleet, units assigned to Carl Vinson and 
Abraham Lincoln Carrier Strike Groups, America and Essex Amphibious 
Ready Groups, alongside Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force, are 
conducting training to preserve and protect a free and open Indo-Pacific 
region. (U.S. Navy photo by Ensign Sarah Weinstein)

it's working with partners to uphold UN sanctions against North 
Korea, supporting freedom of navigation and overflight in the South 
China Sea, suspending political and military bilateral engagement 
following the coup and weigh in, or working in partnership to uphold 
regional norms and the primacy of regional institutions in the Pacific.”

Republic of Korea Consul General Seok-in Hong discussed the 
direct relationship between economic viability and a stable security 
environment. For example, the Taiwan Strait dispute affects the 
security of the Korean peninsula, and that Russia's aggression 
against Ukraine has shaken the very foundation of the free and 
open international order and disrupted the peace and prosperity 
the world has enjoyed since the end of the Cold War. 

“As a country whose fate is closely entwined to that of the Indo 
Pacific, Korea deems the preservation of the rule-based order in the 
region as a matter of national security, as well. Whatever happens 
on the other side of the globe also has a direct and indirect bearing 
on our own security, which shows how every single country has 
become interrelated and interdependent with the others in today's 
world,” said Hong. “The mutually beneficial system of trade can only 
flourish when the surrounding security environment is stable enough to 
guarantee free flow of goods, services and capital.”

As part of its commitment of safeguarding peace and prosperity 
in the region, Hong said Korea dispatched the largest international 
contingent to this year's RIMPAC exercise, with three surface ships, a 
submarine and 1,000 sailors and marines.

“Such an active involvement in multilateral exercise clearly 
demonstrates the will of the Korean government to deepen the 
level of interoperability with other actors in the Pacific, to ensure 
that the seas as a life-line of nations remain free, sustainable and 
prosperous,” he said.

Information sharing begins with trust

With the 2022 IMSE theme of information sharing, Paparo said it 
all begins with trust.

“We think that information as a commodity, maybe something 
you look up on your computer or phone, but we’re really talking 
about is information sharing,” he said. “Knowledge sharing begins 
first with trust. It starts with the inside out. That means taking the 
time to meet with our partners and our interlocutors to understand 
and recognize the primacy of in person meeting. And now, after 
two-plus years of the pandemic, things are beginning to open up 
again, and to build out the relationships.”

Paparo admitted that COVID-19 curtailed much of the face-to-
face meetings in the past few years.  “The pandemic has had an 
effect on our ability to do that, but as it abates, we can meet with 
one another in person once again, and to be able to build that 
trust interpersonally,” said Paparo. “There are three pillars. The 
first is relationship building; the second is the willingness to take 
a little bit of risk on how fulsomely we’re sharing with allies and 
partners; and the third are the investments in the networks that will 
allow us to share information at the speed of thought.” 

The United States Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM) is one of six geographic combatant commands defined by the Department 
of Defense's Unified Command Plan (UCP). As a geographic combatant command, USINDOPACOM is in charge of using and 
integrating United States Army, Navy, Air Force and Marine Corps forces within the USINDOPACOM area of responsibility (AOR) to 
achieve U.S. national security objectives while protecting national interests. 

In concert with other U.S. government agencies, USINDOPACOM protects and defends the territory of the United States, its people, 
and its interests. With allies and partners, USINDOPACOM is committed to enhancing stability in the Asia-Pacific region by promoting 
security cooperation, encouraging peaceful development, responding to contingencies, deterring aggression, and, when necessary, 
fighting to win.  This approach is based on partnership, presence, and military readiness.

PACIFIC OCEAN (June 23, 2022) In route to Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2022, 
Japan Maritime Self-Defense Force (JMSDF) destroyer JS Takanami (DD 110) 
and Royal Australian Navy (RAN) auxiliary oiler replenishment ship HMAS 
Supply (AO 195), Ticonderoga-class guided-missile cruiser USS Mobile Bay 
(CG 53) and the frigate HMAS Warramunga (FFH 152) sail in formation. 
RIMPAC 2022 is the 28th exercise in the series that began in 1971. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman Aleksandr Freutel)
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Building resilient capacity and understanding in the Indo-Pacific 
region starts with listening and sharing. 

“We talk about problems—things that make our head hurt—but also 
solutions, ways to fix problems and make things better,” said retired 
Rear Adm. Pete Gumataotao, Director of the Daniel K. Inouye Asia 
Pacific Center for Security Studies in Honolulu, Hawaii.

“Don’t think of this center as a think tank, research center, or an 
institution of learning like the war colleges or Naval Postgraduate 
School,” said Gumataotao. “It’s true that we use a lot of those 
functionalities to connect, educate and empower security practitioners 
in the region, as well as the practitioners in the US, including DOD 
and State Department, but also throughout the U.S. Government.”

But more than academics, Gumataotao said the center is designed to 
create shared understanding and build resilient capacity out in the 
Indo-Pacific region. “We’re teaching critical skills that can help break 
complexity down into something that is manageable to: negotiate, 
find common ground, do the critical thinking that can be applied to 
building capacity in terms of infrastructure and governance; and how 
best to apply all of this to real world issues and situations.”

“Fellows” attend a five-week seminar. They are selected by their 
countries to attend. Gumataotao said the only prerequisite is 
proficiency in English. There are no translators here, so you have to 
be able to understand what others are saying, and to be able to 
express your own views.

While the focus is on Indo-Pacific region, APCSS invites people from 
around the world. 

“Not everyone who comes here has a positive view of the U.S. Some 
have an adverse view, particularly of our policies. We’re not here to 
make them change their minds.  But we do want them to understand 
our points of view, and know that we respect theirs,” Gumataotao 
said. “We all listen and grow together.  Because of that, some may 
actually change their opinion of our country and our people.  We can 
go forward and work together as like-minded nations to accomplish 
something meaningful.”

During COVID, the physical-distancing requirements limited the 
seminar class size, but Gumataotao said the numbers are picking 
back up.

The seminars are equally divided between civilian and military 
fellows. The military people wear their uniforms only three times--on 
the first day, photo day, and at commencement. 

About a third are women. “We had 36% women in our last course. 
But historically it hasn’t been that high.  Only 7 percent of our alumni 
are women. So, we're asking countries to send women, and we’re 
promoting the role of women in peace and security and as leaders.” 

Gumataotao said the fellows are asked to come with an issue or a 
challenge that they can work on while they attend the seminar, either 
by themselves or in groups.  “We team them up with our faculty who 
have the visibility of other fellows who came here before with similar 

DKI APCSS Seeks to Educate, Empower and Connect People
Center Builds Resilient Capacity and Shared Understanding Among Indo-Pacific Nations

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center 
for Security Studies (DKI APCSS)

The Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies 
(DKI APCSS) is a U.S. Department of Defense institute 
that officially opened Sept. 4, 1995, in Honolulu, Hawaii. 
DKI APCSS addresses regional and global security issues, 
inviting military and civilian representatives of the United 
States and Asia-Pacific nations to its comprehensive program 
of executive education and workshops, both in Hawaii and 
throughout the Indo-Pacific region.

According to the APCSS website, the Center supports the U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command’s objective of developing professional 
and personal ties among national security establishments 
throughout the region. With a non-warfighting mission, the 
Center focuses on a multilateral and multi-dimensional 
approach to defining and addressing regional security 
issues and concerns.  The most beneficial result is building 
relationships of trust and confidence among future leaders 
and decision-makers within the region.

The Center gives attention to the increasingly complex 
interrelationships of military, economic, political and 
diplomatic policies relevant to regional security issues 
through its three academic components: executive education, 
workshops and research and publications efforts.

issues, and how they approached those challenges to bring about 
a successful outcome.”

“Our executive courses are just one of the vehicles we use to 
educate, empower and connect people,” he said. “We have 
workshops and produce podcasts and webinars. There are also 
other courses, such as the five-day Indo Pacific orientation course 
for military personal, mostly U.S., who will be stationed in the 
region.”
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Vision

Gumataotao credits Senator Inouye for creating DKI APCSS. “He 
was such a leader, visionary and stateman for our country, and he 
saw the importance of establishing an institution here in the Pacific 
where we can bring military people, diplomats and other leaders, 
the whole of government, together to share their perspectives, 
with our international partners in the region.  To do so in a safe, 
non-attribution environment/way, so that they can increase their 
shared understanding of the complexity of the challenges, but also 
the opportunities.  Senator Inouye saw the importance of such an 
institution, and he thought, ‘Why not here in Hawaii?’”

“We understand and foster personal connections,” said Mary 
Markovinovic, the Center’s Chief of Public Affairs and an adjunct 
professor in strategic communications. “That's one of the reasons 
why it's so important to have a center here in Hawaii instead of 
Washington, DC.  It's natural for the Hawaiian culture to sit and ‘talk 
story,’ and build a relationship before you get down to business. 
It's also a wonderful place for people who have never been to 
America before. This is their first impression--they're getting to see 
the welcoming ‘Aloha spirit,’ and the diversity of our community.” 

Markovinovic said they will sometimes get a group of individuals 
from a country that have been charged to draft a national security 
plan or a policy, or they may be individuals from like-minded nations 
working together for a regional program or effort. “They participate 
in the seminars, but also have the time to sit down and work together 
on that policy and think about the problem statement and desired 
end-state, and what they will need to do to get it adopted and 
implemented. Our faculty also helps them connect with other Indo-
Pacific nations that have faced similar challenges.”

Gumataotao said the center tries to be as inclusive as possible, with a 
few exceptions. “We don’t invite North Korea, and we haven’t invited 
Russia lately.  We haven’t had military participation from China since 
Taiwan started coming, but we get people from other ministries, and 
from Hong Kong.  Having their perspective is valuable, but recently, 
China has opted not to come.”

Common Ground

Gumataotao said there will always be matters of contention 
and competition among the participating nations, such as good 
governance, emerging technologies stewardship of natural 
resources, climate change and economic competition. “But we’ve 
got to get beyond the traditional conflicts and focus on the areas 
around the table that we can agree upon. When we create shared 
understanding and begin working through and with these networks 
of professionals, we get outcomes.  We promote this empowerment, 
but that empowerment is not about us, the measured effects of the 
center are not what we do, but what our fellows do when they 
leave here. The shared understanding and the network that can 
work together to maintain and improve the free and open Indo-
Pacific is what it’s all about.”

“These countries guard their sovereignty just like we do,” he 
said. “They value things like respect for territory, open markets, 
environmental security and avoiding exploitation.”

Measure of Success

According to Gumataotao, DKI APCSS doesn’t measure the value 
of the institution by the number of courses taught, the number of 
alumni, or the number of trips he and the staff take out to the 
region each year.  “Those are all metrics of performance, not 
effects. Our value is the effects created by the alumni that go out 
there and believe in the mission, of listening, learning, respecting 
each other and working together.”

The various alumni not only keep in touch with the other fellows 
from their cohort, but they’ve created alumni associations in their 
countries, and they interact with those alumni in other countries.

“We have over 14,000 alumni,” said Gumataotao. “In Thailand, 
we have over 400 alumni with more than 100 alumni in Bangkok 
alone. So, when they go home to complete their project, they have 
a network to plug into immediately. We encourage the fellows to 

Admiral Sam Paparo, Commander, U.S. Pacific Fleet, visited the APCSS to 
engage in a roundtable discussion with Oceania subject matter experts. 
(APCSS photo)

Peter A. Gumataotao
RADM USN RET
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brief the alumni on their projects when they get back, because they 
can actually achieve so much together, and get to those outcomes we 
talk about.”

In describing the tensions in the Indo-Pacific, Gumataotao said, “It's 
pretty pressurized. Now more than ever, do we need institutions like 
APCSS.”

APCSS is one of six U.S. Department of Defense regional 
centers under the auspices of the Defense Security 

Cooperation Agency

George C. Marshall European Center for Security Studies 
(GCMC) - Garmisch, Germany, est. 1993 

Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies (DKI 
APCSS) - Honolulu, Hawaii, est. 1995

William J. Perry Center for Hemispheric Defense Studies  
(WJPC) - Washington, D.C., est. 1997

Africa Center for Strategic Studies (ACSS) - Washington, D.C., 
est. 1999

Near East-South Asia Center for Strategic Studies (NESA) - 
Washington, D.C., est. 2000

Ted Stevens Center for Arctic Security Studies (TSC) - 
Anchorage, AK, est. 2021

Members from the Daniel K. Inouye Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies 
pose for a photo with members from U.S. Coast Guard Sector Honolulu and 
USCGC Joseph Gerczak (WPC 1126). (Photo by Lt. Joseph Blinsky)

“I am truly convinced that when our fellows walk out that door, 
they know they are going to make a difference,” he said.
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Five commanding officers of ships that participated in the Rim of the 
Pacific (RIMPAC) 2022 fleet exercise in and around Hawaii shared 
their experiences in a panel at the Indo-Pacific Maritime Security 
Exchange (IMSE) in Honolulu. Panel members included Commander 
Mohd Asri Dasman, Royal Malaysian Navy; Commander Stewart 
Muller, Royal Australian Navy; Captain Lee Sangyup, Republic of 
Korea Navy; Captain Willie Carmichael, U.S. Coast Guard; and 
Captain Charles Villanueva, Philippine Navy. Each offered their 
different perspectives unique to their ships and crews, which ranged 
from old to brand new.

The discussion reflected both the unique capabilities of each of the 
ships, the experience of the crews and logistical requirements for ships 
operating far from homeport. With the IMSE theme of “information 
sharing,” the panelists said data transfer and communication were 
challenging, but not limiting factors.

Successful SINKEX

As the skipper of a 38-year-old vessel, KD Lekir (FSG26), the oldest 
ship in the exercise, Cmdr. Dasman talked about how he and his 
chief engineer and crew channeled the resourceful TV show hero 
“MacGyver” in keeping his ship functioning well. 

“If you have operated with the Malaysian Navy before, you probably 
have experience sailing with KD Lekir,” Dasman said. “She’s been 
around a long time.”

Dasman stressed the importance of self-reliance. “We do our own 
maintenance and carry many of our spare parts on board--about 
70%. But it doesn’t matter how old our ship is.  If we maintain it 
properly, train effectively, and follow our standard operating 
procedures we can be successful.”

Dasman said his crew took advantage of a pre-deployment 
maintenance availability to utilize the training simulators to make sure 
that their competency in missile firing was at the highest standard. 

The 322-foot, 1,880-ton Lekir conducted underway replenishments 
on the way to and during RIMPAC, something the Malaysian Navy 
doesn’t do routinely, and successfully fired an Exocet missile shot at 
target ship ex-USS Rodney M. Davis (FFG 60), as part of one of 
RIMPAC’s SINKEX evolutions.

“That was a major objective for us, and our Chief of Navy watched 
us through the live broadcast, which was gratifying,” Dasman said.

Periscope Perspective

Capt. Lee, skipper of the Republic of Korea Navy Sohn Won-yil-class 
submarine ROKS Shin dol seok (SS 082) shared his periscope-view 
of the exercise. “I think I had a unique perspective, because I was 
watching all of you from underwater,” he said to his fellow panelists.

The 213-foot, 1,800-ton submarine was commissioned in 2020 and 
is equipped with a diesel-electric and fuel cell air-independent-
propulsion (AIP) system with a low-noise skew-back propeller.

Lee said his ship departed South Korea in April and made the long 
transit by way of Guam where the ship resupplied.

Ships and Crews--Both Old and New--Gained Knowledge and Experience During 
RIMPAC Fleet Exercise
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

According to Lee, his biggest challenge was communication. “We 
used the CENTRXS (Combined Enterprise Regional Information 
Exchange System), which worked well, and we had great support 
from the U.S. Navy. We tested everything before we arrived, but 
during the harbor phase we found that the data rate exceeded the 
capabilities of our own systems. We were able to determine how 
to improve our performance so we could more fully participate, 
and enhance our interoperability,” he said. “I think we need to 
work on our interoperability every day, not just when we come to 
RIMPAC.”

During the planning stage of RIMPAC, Lee said he emphasized 
the importance of conducting realistic training against another 
submarine. “We have towed array sonar and flank array 
detection capabilities, so this was important to us. We were able 
to conduct a sub-versus-sub exercise with the USS Topeka. The 
U.S. submarines are very quiet, and based on what the CO of 
Topeka said, our submarine is very quiet, too. We learned a lot 
about tracking because we normally use different track tactics, 
and we were able to conduct simulated attacks. So, it was a great 
experience.”

Lee emphasized the value of pre-deployment preparations. 
“Our main effort was maintenance because we were on our own 
once we departed from South Korea. I previously commanded 
another submarine, a smaller one, several years ago, and my 
lessons learned then was that maintenance is key to successful 
participation. So, we put a lot of efforts into our maintenance, and 
I think our efforts were successful.”

Getting Back Out

Cmdr. Muller, in command of the Royal Australian Navy 387-foot, 
3,800-ton-class frigate HMAS Warramunga (FFH-152), said his 
objectives in coming to RIMPAC were quite broad. “We wanted to 
improve our command and control and integration, interoperability, 
and interchangeability with not only the US Navy, which we have 
practiced with quite a lot, but also with our partners and their 
capable platforms from around the region.”

Muller said his ship was commissioned in 2001 but was recently 
upgraded with new combat capabilities under the Anzac Mid Life 
Capability Assurance Program (AMCAP) upgrade, which brings it 
up to a new baseline similar to systems that will be installed on 
Australia’s new frigates.  

The upgrade included installation of the new CEAFAR L-band 
long-range air search radar. “It's a really exciting new capability 
built in Australia, which we are essentially developing though for 
our new future frigates, which are coming in at the end of the 
decade,” Muller said.

The work was conducted far from Warramunga’s homeport in 
Western Australia, and took place during COVID restrictions, with 
the result that, along with RIMPAC, his crew has been away from 
their homeport and families for a long time. “They came through 
the upgrade really well. We did a number of deployments up into 
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Southeast Asia before RIMPAC. So, they’re due for some time off.” 

Muller shared some of his frustrations with engineering problems that 
surfaced during RIMPAC that kept the ship out of part of the exercise, 
but he remarked how we and the maintenance and logistics teams at 
Pearl Harbor came together to get Warramunga fixed.

“There were a lot of people who put a lot of effort into helping 
us get back out,” he said. “The crew really came through. The 
‘Stokers’ in my engineering department took ownership. They pulled 
us through. When we got the logistics caught up with us, and were 
able to get the parts we needed, we were ready to go in record 
time. That was reflected across the whole ship, not just the Stokers, 
but also my electrical technicians - they were working miracles and 
coming up with solutions to keep things going.  The support from our 
hosts at Pearl Harbor, and the other ships present, showed there was 
that ability and willingness to adapt to help and be really good 
partners.”

We Are Your Partner

Capt. Villanueva commands the Philippine Navy’s new frigate, BRP 
Antonio Luna (FF-151). The 352-foot, 2,600-ton Jose Rizal-class 
frigate was commissioned in March 2021. Villanueva said RIMPAC 
was beneficial to put his ship through realistic maneuvers and train his 
relatively inexperienced crew.

“Our ship was commissioned just last year, so it’s quite new, and our 
crew is also quite young.  Our primary objective at RIMPAC was 
to further train our crew and develop our warfighting competency. 
RIMPAC has provided great training value to learn and gain 
actual experience and test ourselves in our primary mission areas 
of ASW, ASUW, and AAW in a multi-domain, multi-national and 
high-OPTEMPO environment.  Having to integrate all of this and 
the training we have received here has been a challenge. But it 
has demonstrated that our crew is competent and can effectively 
operate the ship.”

Villanueva said communications were a challenge, and he would 
have liked to have had more consistent connectivity. “Our ship does 
not have the tactical data link, although that is in progress, so we had 
to develop our own recognized maritime picture so we could operate 
with such a large number of vessels during the exercise.”

Villanueva said the Philippines is an archipelago and a maritime 
nation. “This experience has underscored the need for a strong and 
modern navy for the Philippines. We appreciate the opportunity to 
share our commitment to the rules-based approaches to maritime 
security. Our participation in RIMPC is recognition and affirmation 
that we are partners with the of the other nations here.”

Cutters Are Warships

Capt. Carmichael, skipper of the new US Coast Guard National 
Security Cutter Midgett (WMSL-757), talked about operating with 
multiple ships and discussed the rescue of the injured Peruvian sailors 
from the engine room fire aboard the corvette BAP Guise (CC-28) by 
helicopter from his cutter.

As a 418-foot, 4,600-ton multi-mission National Security Cutter, 
Midgett is used to doing search and rescue, drug and migrant 
interdiction, law enforcement, and fisheries patrols. Carmichael said 
RIMPAC gave Midgett a chance to hone their skills to conduct the 
national defense mission. “Most of our operations are independent. 
To be able to come in to RIMPC and work with our joint and 

international partners is a tremendous opportunity for us. To fully 
integrate as a part of the joint maritime force, we need to get into 
the battle rhythm, speak the common language, and use the same 
techniques, tactics, and procedures. It’s a skill set that we have, but 
we have to hone that skill set” Carmichael said.  “RIMPAC helps us 
do that. We are able to see tangible examples of how our pre-
exercise training prepared us, and we can now look upon ourselves 
as having an elevated baseline for standard operations.”

Carmichael said the Coast Guard has a range of constabulary 
and enforcement authorities, “like a Swiss Army knife,” and the 
demand for its capabilities and authorities are increasing. But, he 
said, it's also one of the armed services of the United State and 
as such, every Coast Guard cutter has a national defense mission. 

“The Coast Guard is an integral part of the U.S. and DoD strategies 
for the Indo-Pacific, and RIMPAC has been a great opportunity to 
operationalize those strategies. The partners that we participate 
with here at RIMPAC are the same partners that we will work 
with in support of those strategies in the Indo Pacific region and 
elsewhere around the globe.”

During RIMPAC, Carmichael said his ship deployed with a U.S. 
Navy MH-60R helicopter detachment. “Having the MH-60R gave 
us capabilities we didn’t have before.” 

Carmichael was also in charge of one of the surface task forces 
and led the opposing forces for the tactical phase. “As I was 
taking stock of my own ship’s capabilities, I was able to look 
within my own task force and identify complementary capabilities 
to achieve the overall objective. It really changed how I looked 
at the capabilities of the assets within our task force. This was 
interoperability in action.”

Best of the Best

Peter C. Oleson, a member of the IMSE Executive Committee, said 
the panel discussion was a captivating conversation about how 
ships from different countries and different types came together 
to solve problems, create or invent solutions to maintain task force 
capabilities, and successfully carry out the mission. “Many of 
our IMSE attendees who have participated in previous RIMPAC, 
and similar exercises could relate to this dialog.  More than one 
attendee commented that these commanding officers clearly 
represent the ‘best of the best,’” Oleson said. “This panel will be 
remembered as one of the highlights of IMSE 2022.”

IMSE was supported by the Navy League’s Honolulu Council, the 
East-West Center at the University of Hawaii, the Daniel K. Inouye 
Asia-Pacific Center for Security Studies, and the Pacific Forum.



V O L .  X X X V I I I  # 3

1 3

The recently completed Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2022 exercise 
provided vital training opportunities for the 26 nations participating.  
There were decommissioned ships that delivered training by being 
damaged, or even sunk.

Some former Navy ships find a new lease on life as “excess defense 
articles” that are transferred to other nations for further service. But 
most will be scrapped or sunk as targets.

The mothballed amphibious transport dock, the former USS 
Denver (LPD 8), was designated as a target ship during RIMPAC 
in an operation known as a SINKEX. But first, it offered some Navy 
personnel the ability to conduct realistic battle damage assessment 
on an actual warship after explosive charges were purposefully set 
on the ship at sea, and to plan what emergency repairs would be 
needed to restore a damaged ship to full operational status. The 
exercise also provided the opportunity for an expeditionary group 
of Reservist and Regional Maintenance Center (RMC) Sailors to 
conduct emergent repairs.

“We actually detonated some charges on that vessel out at sea, 
and then we sent our mobile diving and salvage units, along with 
our Regional Maintenance Center and our shipyard personnel out to 
that platform to assess the damage,” said Rear Adm. Eric Ver Hage, 
Commander of the Regional Maintenance Centers. We pulled her 
back into port and we spent a couple of weeks thinking through how 
we would repair this damage in a rapid fashion and get her back to 
sea.  We’re trying to elevate the rigor of our efforts in that regard.”

“The event provided the opportunity to survey realistic blast damage 
and conduct planning to utilize the Emergent Repair Capability 
afforded by the Emergent Maintenance and Repair Container 
(EMARC) along with Surge Maintenance (SURGEMAIN) Navy 
Reservist Sailors to plan and execute emergent repair,” said Jamie 
Koehler a Naval Sea Systems Command spokesperson. “Divers were 
offered a realistic training environment to learn how to assess battle 
damage and how to effectively repair the ship.”

Decommissioned Ships Still Serve
Old Vessels Offer Value to the Fleet, Even When Blown Up, Run Aground, Set on Fire or Sunk

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

“The training simulated exactly how a ship would look after 
an attack or casualty and offered Mobile Diving Salvage Unit 
One and Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard divers a chance to work 
as a team to assess, repair and return the vessel back to sea,” 
Koehler said. “Opportunities like this also identify future manning 
requirements, equipment shortfalls, and medical response 
preparations that can be measured appropriately.”

But a return to service was not Denver’s fate. The former 9,600-
ton, 561-foot Austin-class LPD went down in a blaze of glory. 
Commissioned in 1968, she served until 2014, and had been 
berthed at the Inactive Ships Facility at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, 

Amphibious transport dock ship USS Denver (LPD 9) operates in the Philippine 
Sea in 2012. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman 
Lacordrick Wilson/Released)

Sailors from the Navy’s Surge Maintenance program transport panels of 
the Portable Glove Box, a mobile metal paint spray booth, on the Self 
Defense Test Ship as part of an inspection and repair scenario with The 
Pennsylvania State University (Penn State) Applied Research Lab (ARL) on 
Aug. 23 at Wharf 6, as part of the Repair Technology Exercise, known as 
REPTX, at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Port Hueneme Division (NSWC 
PHD). Penn State’s ARL was setting up to conduct an exercise on the tailfin 
of the ship that made use of its Multifunctional Automated Repair System, 
or MARS, a turnkey mobile robot-based surface inspection, preparation 
and repair platform. (U.S. Navy photo by Dana Rene White/Released)

PACIFIC OCEAN (July 12, 2022) Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2022 military 
forces from Australia, Canada, Malaysia and the U.S., fired upon and sunk 
the decommissioned ex-USS Rodney M. Davis (FFG 60), July 12, during a 
sinking exercise (SINKEX) to gain proficiency in tactics, targeting and live 
firing against a surface target at sea. (U.S. Navy photo)
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before being sunk on July 22 in about 50 miles north of Kauai in 
about 15,000 feet of water.

Among the weapons used to sink the Denver, the U.S. Army employed 
HIMARS, and the Japanese Ground Self-Defense Force (JGSDF) 
used their Type 12 missile system. There were also attacks made by 
fixed-wing aircraft and helicopters, and naval gunfire from surface 
combatants.

In a separate SINKEX during RIMPAC, U.S., Canadian and Malaysian 
ships sunk the decommissioned guided missile frigate USS Rodney 
M. Davis (FFG 60), on July 12. The frigate had also been awaiting 
disposition at Pearl Harbor until towed to sea for the SINKEX.

According to a statement from the RIMPAC Combined Information 
Bureau, SINKEXs allow exercise participants to “gain proficiency 
in tactics, targeting and live firing against a surface target at 
sea. “Live-fire events provide realistic training that refine partner 
nations’ abilities to plan, communicate and conduct complex maritime 
operations such as precision and long-range strike capabilities.”

According to Koehler, there are currently seven ships at Pearl Harbor. 
It’s a fair bet that they’ll have a similar fate.  “99% of inactive ships 
are used for sinking exercises similar to this one while the other 1% 
are sold to foreign nations.”

The inactive ships are in a caretaker status. “Maintenance on the ships 
is dependent on the intended use for the ship. If the ship is intended 
for future use, it is protected against sea growth and monitored to 
prevent fire and flooding. Ships that will be used for an exercise 
are maintained at the lowest, and most cost-effective budget,” said 
Koehler.

Before being used as targets, the Navy must comply with 
Environmental Protection Agency regulations. They are thoroughly 
cleaned, including the removal of all polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCBs), transformers and large capacitors, all small capacitors to 
the greatest extent practical, trash, floatable materials, mercury or 

PACIFIC OCEAN (July 12, 2022) – Royal Malaysian navy corvette Corvette 
KD Lekir (FSG26) engages the target with an Exocet MM40 Block 2 anti-
ship missile during the Rim of the Pacific (RIMPAC) 2022 exercise.  Military 
forces from Australia, Canada, Malaysia and the U.S., fired upon and sunk 
the decommissioned ex-USS Rodney M. Davis (FFG 60), July 12, during a 
sinking exercise (SINKEX) to gain proficiency in tactics, targeting and live firing 
against a surface target at sea. (Royal Malaysian Navy photo)

A controlled fire in the well deck of the former U.S. Navy dock landing ship 
USS Shadwell (LSD-15) in Mobile Bay, Alabama (USA), in 2008. Shadwell 
was used by the U.S. Naval Research Laboratory to develop damage 
control techniques. (Naval Research Laboratory photo)

Gecko Robotics Forward Deployed Engineer Alberto Pinero (foreground 
center) and Robotics Operations Supervisor Kyler Chrestay prepare their 
company’s Phased Array Robotic Platform for a demonstration to visually 
inspect a narrow vertical passageway aboard the Self Defense Test Ship 
on the first day of the Repair Technology Exercise, known as REPTX, at 
Naval Surface Warfare Center, Port Hueneme Division on Aug. 22. The 
demonstration mimicked a scenario in which the passageway was damaged 
in battle. (U.S. Navy photo by Eric Parsons/Released)

Ex-USS Denver is sunk during RIMPAC 2022.  (Photos from video by Petty 
Officer 3rd Class Demitrius Williams)
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fluorocarbon-containing materials, and readily detachable solid PCB 
items before being sunk. Petroleum is also cleaned from tanks, piping, 
and reservoirs. The Navy must be permitted in accordance with the 
Marine Protection, Research, and Sanctuaries Act. Target ships must 
be sunk in at least 6,000 feet of water and 50 miles from land.

Unlike an active warship, the target ships have no fuel, flammable 
materials, or ammunition on board, so anything that makes a big 
explosion or burns on the ship after being “attacked” by the exercise 
participants are the result of the ordnance hitting the ship.

While it didn’t involve blowing something up, a similar training 
opportunity was conducted in Port Hueneme, Calif.  The Repair 
Technology Exercise 2022 (REPTX) was held from August 22 to 
September 2, 2022, using the Navy’s Self Defense Test Ship, the ex-
USS Paul F. Foster (DD 964), an asset of Naval Surface Warfare Center 
Port Hueneme Division (NSWC PHD). REPTX was an opportunity to 
evaluate innovative ways to help sailors carry out repairs underway. 
Southwest Regional Maintenance Center (SWRMC) participated in 
the REPTX and utilized their new Diving Support Vehicle as well as 
their underwater drone technology.

John Farley, director of the Naval Research Laboratory's ex-USS Shadwell, 
watches as the Office of Naval Research-sponsored Shipboard Autonomous 
Firefighting Robot (SAFFiR) maneuvers down a corridor aboard the ship. The 
bipedal humanoid robot underwent testing and demonstrations aboard the 
Navy's fire test platform ship last year. (U.S. Navy photo by John F. Williams/
Released)

The Naval Research Laboratory's ex-USS Shadwell is a decommissioned U.S. 
Navy Landing Ship Dock that served as the Navy's full-scale damage control 
research, development, test and evaluation platform. It was moored in Mobile 
Bay, Ala., where the ship is regularly set ablaze in controlled demonstrations 
to test firefighting technologies, tactics and procedures and damage control 
practices to improve the safety of operational Navy and civilian. (U.S. Navy 
photo by John Williams)
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The Littoral OpTech Baltic Sea 2022 workshop brought experts 
together to focus on operational and technological challenges and 
opportunities in the Baltic Sea. 

The symposium was originally planned for two years ago, with very 
relevant topics and speakers.  But after twice being postponed 
because of the global pandemic, the attendees found themselves 
with an agenda influenced by a war in Europe and an aggressive 
and unpredictable Russian Federation with its feet firmly planted in 
the Baltic Sea. 

The invitation-only event took place August 30 and 31 at the historic 
Finnish Naval Academy on Suomenlinna Island near Helsinki, under 
the auspices of the Finnish Navy and with the support of Saab.

The workshop had several keynote speakers, as well as panels that 
examined Operational Conditions, Challenges and Frictions in the 
Baltic Sea; strategic challenges in Northern Europe and reflections on 
the Baltic Sea; countering large scale Hybrid Influencing Operations 
and Cyber Warfare; Disruptive Autonomous Systems, AI, Space and 
IW; and on and above the Surface.

Back in 2020, Russia would have influenced the conversation. 
Today, however, with Russia’s invasion of Ukraine underway, Russia 
dominated the dialog, and the Baltic Sea nations have every reason 
to be concerned. Something that would not have been given much 
thought two years ago - Finland and Sweden in the process of 
becoming full military members of the NATO alliance - was now on 
everyone’s minds.

Littoral OpTech workshops have been held around the world every 
few years to look at different regional maritime warfare environments 
and the inherent threats to regional and global security. The first was 
held in Stockholm in 2014, and subsequent conferences were held in 

Littoral OpTech Workshop in Helsinki Examined Strategic Importance and 
Operational Challenges of the Baltic Sea
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

Tokyo; Monterey, Calif.; Cartagena, Columbia; Halifax, Canada; 
Souda Bay, Crete, Greece.

While Russian representatives were not present at the workshop, 
Russia’s culture, heritage, and military posture in the Baltic Sea 
region was a prime topic of the keynote presentations and panel 
discussions.

In the discussions, the participants agreed that Russia must not be 
viewed solely from a Western perspective, but with a historical 
context and understanding of Russia’s economic reliance of trade 
and access in the Baltic Sea as a part of the larger Atlantic Ocean, 
as well as an understanding of Russia’s economic and security ties 
with China.

Likewise, the Nordic and Baltic states need to view themselves 
now as an integral component of a larger geostrategic triangle 
consisting of North Atlantic, the Arctic Region and the Baltic Sea.

In the discussions, the delegates pondered the now-popular 
concept of the Baltic Sea as becoming “Mare Nato.”

However, the Baltic port of St. Petersburg is one of Russia’s most 
important ports for cargo, oil and gas exports and cruise ships 
(although much of that has been curtailed by COVID and the 
international sanctions imposed following the invasion of Ukraine). 
There are more than 200 berths for ships at St. Petersburg’s 
terminals, which moved more than 51 million tons of cargo in 
2016 and can handle 450 cruise ships each year. The port of 
Kaliningrad is a smaller port than St. Petersburg but is essential 
to maintaining the viability of the Russian enclave, especially if 
Kaliningrad is further isolated by rail and road connections. So, 
Russia would dispute any inference that the Baltic Sea belongs 
to the NATO nations. And the concept of a “NATO lake” might 

Swedish Marines with the Forward Observer unit, 2d Swedish Marine Battalion, 
aim a laser guided targeting system for the ground-based Hellfire missile 
system to demonstrate U.S. and Swedish military integration, during exercise 
Archipelago Endeavor 2022 (AE22), at Berga Naval Base, Sweden, Sept. 13, 
2022. AE22 is an integrated field training exercise that increases operational 
capability and enhances strategic cooperation between the U.S. Marines and 
Swedish forces. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Adam Scalin)

A Swedish Marine with Coastal Ranger Reconnaissance platoon, 2d 
Swedish Marine Battalion, uses a rangefinder during a live fire exercise, 
during exercise Archipelago Endeavor 2022 (AE22), at Berga Naval Base, 
Sweden, Sept. 13, 2022. AE22 is an integrated field training exercise 
that increases operational capability and enhances strategic cooperation 
between the U.S. Marines and Swedish forces. (U.S. Marine Corps photo 
by Lance Cpl. Adam Scalin)
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threaten and embolden Russia to conduct more risky activity in the 
region.

If movement in the Baltic becomes difficult, Russia still has ports on 
the Arctic Ocean, such as Murmansk—which is ice free all year--
and Arkhangelsk. As Russia develops the Northern Sea Route, access 
to Russia and Europe through Arctic ports will grow in volume and 
importance.

If the Black Sea is an indication, the Baltic Sea nations have reason 
to worry, as Russia has fired on ships, closed ports, destroyed 
infrastructure, and planted mines, disrupting shipping, and raising 
insurance rates.

Russia continues to be unpredictable, and with President Vladimir 
Putin apparent failure to quickly seize objectives in Ukraine, the 
situation has become unstable. Regardless of what happens in the 
Black Sea, Russia cannot be expected to let NATO bottle up the 
Baltic Sea. Based on a poor showing in the Ukraine and Black Sea, 
there may be a tendency to assume that Russia’s forces, weapons 
and platforms in the Baltic Sea region may not be as good as we 
once may have thought, but underestimating Russia and its willingness 
to act should not be discounted.

The issue of concept of Seabed warfare was introduced, which is of 
particular importance in the Baltic Sea where undersea pipelines, 
underwater communications lines and other subsea infrastructure are 
prevalent.  This may lead to a paradigm shift where submarines 
transform from being a weapons platform and will be joined by 
seabed systems and larger underwater unmanned vehicles to create 
sensor and decision nodes in a larger network.

By definition, the littoral environment is congested, cluttered, 
contested, connected, and constrained, and the Baltic Sea is the 
extreme littoral.  Even so, the nature of warfare is evolving, and the 
once separate warfighting domains are blurring. It is not enough to 
dominate the air, land, and sea. Today, space and cyber are critical 
domains, and the idea of a subterranean domain emerging was a 
stimulating discussion at the workshop.

The importance of strategic communication efforts and use of social 
media platforms was examined—some felt it should be looked at 

as still another domain. Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
was held up as a sterling example of effective communication and 
influencing world opinion.

While Russia loomed large at the workshop, the participants were 
cautioned not to forget China and its growing economic power 
and technological strength, to include artificial intelligence, and its 
willingness to exert influence, especially on weaker nations.

Swedish Marines, 4th Boat Training Company, 2d Swedish Marine Battalion, 
dock Swedish Combat Boat 90s, during exercise Archipelago Endeavor 2022 
(AE22), at Berga Naval Base, Sweden, Sept. 13, 2022. AE22 is an integrated 
field training exercise that increases operational capability and enhances 
strategic cooperation between the U.S. Marines and Swedish forces. (U.S. 
Marine Corps photo by Lance Cpl. Adam Scalin)

Swedish Visby class corvettes are designed and built for Sweden's extreme 
littoral environment in the Baltic Sea. (Photo by Cmdr. Jimmie Adamsson/
Försvarsmakten)

HELSINKI, Finland (Aug. 5, 2022) The Wasp-class amphibious assault ship 
USS Kearsarge (LHD 3) pulls into port in Helsinki, Finland Aug. 5, 2022. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jesse Schwab)
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The Surface Navy Association’s 2022 West Coast Waterfront 
Symposium was held on August 17 and 18 at Naval Base San Diego. 
Held virtually for remote attendees and in person at Pier Two at the 
Naval Station, it featured Surface Warfare leaders and practitioners 
from the Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard.

The first day brought together Coast Guard leaders to examine the 
scope and magnitude of the Coast Guard’s operational, technical 
and personnel challenges world-wide, and especially in the Pacific 
Area. The sessions covered each of the Coast Guard’s 11 statutory 
missions, with an emphasis on the national defense mission where the 
service functions as one of America’s armed forces.

RADM Matt Sibley, USCG, Deputy Commander, Pacific Fleet, U.S. 
Coast Guard gave the keynote address, followed by panels that 
addressed Cutterman operations, as well as professional and 
personal development. Of note was the recent successful participation 
of the National Security Cutter USCGC Midgett (WMSL 757) during 
the multi-national Rim of the Pacific 2022 fleet exercise, where the 
cutter embarked a U.S. Navy MH-60R helicopter detachment and 
served as one of the task group leaders. Immediately after RIMPAC, 
Midgett deployed to the U.S. Seventh Fleet to support operations in 
the Indo-Pacific area of operations. 

During the panel discussions, the participants noted the challenges 
of relatively small ships and crew in harsh environments and 

high operating tempos. However, the panelists noted that the 
Coast Guard offers significant responsibilities and leadership 
opportunities to both officers and enlisted at all levels and agreed 
that “It’s the crew that makes the cutter.”

The Waterfront Symposium’s second day focused on the Naval 
Surface Forces, with the theme of “The Competitive Edge,” and the 
five lines of effort (LOE) set forth in the Surface Forces strategic 
“Surface Warfare: The Competitive Edge” document. Released 
at the Surface Navy Association Annual Symposium in January, 
the document is designed to better align the Surface Force in the 
face of increasing technological complexity and rising strategic 
challenges.

Panel discussions examined “Innovation and Future Warfighting 
Capabilities,” “Unmanned Surface Vessels and the Path to 
Autonomy,” “Harnessing Fleet Ingenuity,” and “Life at Sea.”  The 
keynote address was delivered by Vice Adm. Roy Kitchener, 
Commander, Naval Surface Forces.

The panels looked at issues with a sense of current urgency as well 
as the need to aggressively prepare for the future.

“There's a temporal nature to deterrence and preparedness. 
We must be ready for today—we’ve got to compete; we’ve got 
to deter,” said Rear Adm John Wade, Director of Operations, 

Rear Adm. Christopher Alexander, Commander, Naval Surface and Mine Warfighting Development Center, speaks on the innovation and future warfighting 
capabilities at the Surface Navy Association’s (SNA) third annual Waterfront Symposium on board Naval Base San Diego, Aug. 18. Incorporated in 1985, 
SNA promotes greater coordination and communication among those in the military, business, and academic communities who share a common interest in 
surface warfare while supporting the activities of the Navy's surface forces. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kevin C. Leitner)

“The Future is Already Here”
San Diego Waterfront Symposium Examines Navy and Coast Guard Operations, Technology, Professional and 
Personal Development

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)
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U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, who chaired the Innovation and Future 
Warfighting Capabilities panel. “But we also must set conditions for 
the future simultaneously. We must prepare for tomorrow.”

In setting those conditions for the future, Wade said “The future is 
already here. The nature of warfare is changing right before our 
very eyes.”

The unmanned systems panel discussed current science and technology 
efforts; research and development; acquisition; and testing and 
operations involving drones.

The recent RIMPAC exercise was an opportunity for the Surface Navy 
to display ingenuity with the experimentation with unmanned systems, 
to include the medium unmanned surface vessels Sea Hawk, carrying 
an anti-submarine warfare (ASW) payload, and Sea Hunter, with an 
electronic warfare (EW) capability, and the capabilities afforded by 
artificial intelligence and machine learning.

Enabling people to innovate and improving the sea duty experience 
were key discussion areas, and relevant to recruitment and retention. 
In building and shaping the future force, Rear Adm. Lex Walker, 
Commander Navy Recruiting Command, acknowledged that the 
recruiting environment is the hardest it has been in decades, because 
there is a very competitive job market and there are fewer young 
men and women willing to enlist, and fewer of them are qualified to 
serve.

In his keynote remarks, the “SWO Boss” championed imaginative 
thinking. 

Vice Adm. Kitchener admitted that there may be some reluctant 
commanding officers, but they must be able to enable innovation 

Surface Warfare: The Competitive Edge
Five Lines of Effort

• Develop the Leader, Warrior, Mariner, and Manager

• Produce More Ready Ships

• Achieve Excellence in Fleet Introduction

• Create Clear and Innovative Operational Concepts

• Establish Infrastructure for the Future Force

and experimentation on their ships and take some risks. “Don't be 
scared of it. If you want the top cover, just come, and talk to me. 
I'm happy to take that risk for you. But we must stop dismissing 
good ideas and start thinking a little bit differently.”

He addressed lessons learned from the catastrophic fire on USS 
Bonhomme Richard, and steps made to both prevent such incidents 
from occurring and being better able to respond if they do.

Kitchener praised the work of the surface force ships that are 
deployed all over the world-- in the Western Pacific, to the Baltic, 
in the Mediterranean down in South America, and into the Arabian 
Gulf.
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FC3 George Everett Fones, USN
1920-1941

A dusty and discarded artifact found in 1987 in a house in Temple 
Hills, Maryland has been donated to the Pearl Harbor National 
Memorial.

The item is a certificate, signed by President Franklin Roosevelt to the 
family of a Sailor killed on Dec. 7, 1941. 

The certificate reads:

In grateful memory of George Everett Fones, who died in the service 
of his country at Pearl Harbor, T.H., attached U.S.S. Arizona, 7 
December 1941.

He stands in the unbroken line of patriots who have dared to die that 
freedom might live and grow and increase its blessings in a way that 
humbles the undertakings of most men."

Keith Jerdan, an analyst for the National Geospatial Intelligence 
Agency said the items came to his family by happenstance.

In 1987, Jerdan’s father purchased a home in Maryland, and because 
of circumstances, the sale included the entire contents within the home, 
including furniture, artwork, clothing, appliances, and heirlooms the 
family did not want. 

Sorting through the contents several months after moving in, the 
death notification of “George Everett Fones, attached USS Arizona,” 
signed by Franklin D. Roosevelt, was discovered covered in dust in the 
back of a closet. The certificate was removed from its broken frame 
and kept in a safe place.

“I knew what the certificate represented, but not much about the 
person or his responsibly on the ship,” said Jerdan. “I later learned 
he was a fire controlman.”  

Fire Controlman Third Class Fones was born Nov. 25, 1920, the son 
of Arthur Melvin Fones, Sr., and Maida Corrine Weaver. He enlisted 
in the US Navy on July 11, 1938, from Washington, D.C.

For Jerdan, having the certificate made the events of Dec. 7, 1941, 
become personal.

“My wife and I made a trip to the USS Arizona Memorial in 2004, 
and seeing his name carved into the stone plaque provided the 
catalyst for wanting to donate the document. I felt compelled then, 
63 years after the attack, and now as a witness to his service, death, 
and resting place in defense of our nation, that I needed to donate 
it for others to see and be witnesses. As an avid student of naval 
history, I was very aware of the significance of the certificate, and 
that it represented something very profound, tangible, and moving 
regarding the history of the war, the Navy, and our nation. It made 
Petty Officer Fones and his fellow crew members that day on the USS 
Arizona very real to me.

Jerdan considers the memorial an honorable and befitting resting 
place for the certificate. “He was killed in action aboard this ship, 
and anyone who might now visit the memorial and hopefully this 
certificate will have a greater appreciation for the sacrifices made 
then and now allowing us to live free. I feel that now, the words 
printed on the certificate will provide, if just for a moment, some 
sense of humanity and meaning to the name ‘George Everett Fones’ 
carved in stone on the USS Arizona memorial.”

The Pearl Harbor National Memorial is a unit of the National Park 
System, which includes the USS Arizona (BB 39) Memorial, the USS 
Utah (BB 31) Memorial, and the USS Oklahoma (BB 37) Memorial. 
Japanese planes bombed Arizona, with explosions that ignited 
her magazine, killing 1,177 men. Utah was torpedoed, with a loss 
of 58 crewmembers.  Oklahoma was torpedoed and subsequently 
capsized, killing 429 officers, sailors, and Marines, which was the 
second greatest loss of life at Pearl Harbor.

The site also includes six chief petty officer bungalows on Ford 
Island, and mooring quays F6, F7, and F8, which formed part of 
Battleship Row. Visitors may take a ferry to the Arizona memorial 
from the visitor center at Halawa Landing, which also features 
galleries on the Pacific theater of World War II, a theater showing 
a film about the attack, and memorial sculpture. Nearby are the 
battleship USS Missouri memorial, USS Bowfin Museum, and Pearl 
Harbor Aviation Museum, which are designated historic attractions 
within the Pearl Harbor Naval Complex.

Finding a home for family heritage

“A lot of people don’t know what to do with their family heritage 
and their history,” said Scott Pawlowski, museum curator at the 
Pearl Harbor National Memorial. “There are people who have 

Family Heirloom Finds Its Way to Pearl Harbor
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)
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these historical items that are of national importance. In many cases 
they’ve been passed on to successive generations.  They find they’re 
the last person in their family that cares.  Maybe they need some 
help in trying to educate their children about the significance.  In 
some cases, they throw it away, or sell it. Or they want to donate 
it so it will be preserved. So, they reach out to us. It’s an aspect of 
preserving World War II history,” he said.

Pawlowski said that out of 100 donations the Park Services receives 
at the memorial, maybe only three of them are related to the Arizona. 
“They’re rare, and there are people who appreciate the value.”

Pawlowski said the memorial does receive important artifacts, such 
as a personal letter they recently received that was mailed from 
Wake Island in 1941 just before the attack. The letter talked about 
the work going on at the island, and how he was looking forward to 
seeing family at Christmas.

“We had one collector whose estate stipulated that his historical 
items be donated to museums. His lawyer called us out of the blue. 
He said that he had to find homes for the material, and he thought 
one particular item should come here.  So, we got something from 
that collection related to the USS California,” said Pawlowski. “We 
had a sword that came in from a family like that. It was an officer’s 
ceremonial sword that belonged to their grandfather, and the family 
discussed it and decided to give it to us.”

Pawlowski said he and his team will occasionally “go to the market 
“to procure something, but fully 90 percent of the collection is 
donated. “That’s a reflection that this place is very special to the 
American people.  

Sometime Pawlowski receives something that came into the hands 
of someone that otherwise has no family connection, like the Fones 
certificate, and decides it belongs someplace special. “Sometimes 
they absolutely understand the significance, and they know 
it belongs someplace where it can be saved for posterity and 
shared with everyone.”

“This certificate is a wonderful document from an historical 
standpoint,” said Pawlowski. “It’s a great addition to our collection.”

Jerdan agrees. “I couldn’t be happier it has found a home at the 
memorial, and that this piece of important American history has 
come to its rightful resting place.  After all, I was only a steward 
and chaperone of the document in its journey.  Now the NPS has 
that honor.”
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A Humble, Quiet U.S. Coast Guard Hero Saves Shipmates in WWII, Excels on 
the Gridiron, and is Remembered in CG History: The Story of Emlen Tunnell.
BY: CDR WILLIAM MCKINSTRY, USCG AND CDR JOHN HOOPER USCG (RET), CG CUTTERMAN ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN

Emlen Tunnell with basketball team-mate from University of Toledo.

USS Etamin

The story of Petty Officer (Steward’s Mate) 1st class Emlen Tunnell is 
extraordinary, because of his humble upbringing in a multi-cultural 
African-American neighborhood in the 1930’s.  His heroism in combat 
in World War II, and excellence on the gridiron for the New York 
“Giant’s” and Green Bay “Packer’s”.  His name is not only in the NFL 
Pro Football Hall of Fame but also adorns the new physical fitness 
training and conditioning center at the U.S. Coast Guard Academy, 
and is freshly welded on the stern of the Coast Guard’s 45th newest 
Sentinel-class cutters.

Emlen Tunnell was born in 1925 in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania, and grew 
up in a poor, multi-ethnic neighborhood just north of Philadelphia. 

His sister Vivian later said her brother, "learned from his environment 
to be yourself but adapt to others who might be different in the 
group."

Tunnell attended the University of Toledo to play football in 1942 
but was knocked unconscious by a collision that broke his neck. Told 
he would never play football again, he turned to basketball at 
Toledo instead, but like many American men during this time period, 
he wanted to enlist in the military.

Saving Shipmates and Defending the Nation

On April 27, 1944, “Etamin” was unloading 6,000 tons of 
explosives and gasoline while at anchor at Aitape Harbor, 
Papua New Guinea. Without warning, “Etamin” was attacked by 
Japanese aircraft and a torpedo blew a hole 27 feet by 27 feet 
in the ship’s starboard side.

With the shell plating and shaft alley of “Etamin” ruptured, and 
the ship flooding, gasoline sprayed all over the ship and caused 
an explosion in the engine room.

MoMM1c Fred Shaver was below deck in the engine-room at 
his battle station trying to save the ship. He was overcome by 
his injuries and attempted to escape, the order was given to 
abandon ship, he went topside, ablaze. As he was on fire, Tunnell 
immediately tackled him and extinguished his shipmate with his 
bare hands. Tunnell received serious burns, but as he would put it 
in his autobiography, he was only “doing his job”.

He approached the Army and the Navy but was rejected to serve 
because of his neck injury. This did not stop him from wanting to 
serve his country, and with persistence Tunnell was able to enlist in 
the Coast Guard despite never being on a boat and barely being 
able to swim. He was ordered to CG Recruit basic training at the 
USCG Base Curtis Bay, Maryland.

Upon completion of Boot Camp, Emlen Tunnell became a steward's 
mate and was one of five African-Americans assigned to the USS 
“Etamin”, a Coast Guard-manned cargo ship (AK) serving in the 
Pacific theater, where he made friends by talking about sports. 
One of those buddies was Motor Machinist's Mate First Class 
(MoMM1) Fred Shaver.
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USCGC Tampa
USS Cor Corali

Tunnell's sister Vivian, along with Mrs. Shaver, receive his Silver Lifesaving 
Medal.

In recognition of Petty Officer Tunnell’s heroic actions, the commanding 
officer of “Tampa”, Cmdr. Ralph Jenkins, nominated Tunnell for the 
Silver Lifesaving Medal. A momentous occasion considering African 
Americans were not customarily awarded medals at that time in our 
history. Unfortunately, this event and the Silver Lifesaving Medal 
award recommendation were buried in Tunnell’s medical record and 
was only discovered in 2011. The recommendation was found, re-
routed by the Eleventh CG District staff, signed off on by the USCG 
Commandant and presented to his sister Vivian Robinson in March 
of 2011 in Alameda, California. Also present was one very special 
guest - Fred Shaver's daughter.

“All my life, I wanted to thank Emlen for saving my father’s life,” 
Nancy Shaver told the New York Times about attending the award 
ceremony in California, “And if not him, then his family. So I did.” 

In addition to his service aboard the USS “Etamin”, the USS “Cor 
Corali” and the USCGC “Tampa” during the war, Tunnell was also 
a three-sport star while he served ashore at the 12th CG District 
in San Francisco. 

In addition to his Silver Lifesaving Medal (awarded posthumously), 
his awards included the WWII Victory Medal, the Pacific Theater 
Victory Medal, Defense of the Philippines Medal, and the Combat 
Action ribbon. The one event he was most proud of was his 
designation as a “Shellback” for having crossed the Equator and 
180th meridian. 

Emlen Tunnell’s NFL records for interceptions and punt returns were 
still unbroken when he died in 1975.

Always a humble man, Emlen Tunnell would tell you that he was not 
a Coast Guard Hall of Famer, but in two moments of his three-year 
Coast Guard career, he was able to save two lives in two different 
parts of the world. To his credit, he never discussed needing or 
wanting any recognition for either event.

 “I really don’t know how I knew the horrible figure running toward 
me in the darkness was Freddy,” Tunnell wrote in his autobiography, 
“Footsteps of a Giant.” “There was almost nothing recognizable 
about him. He was covered with fire.”  Shaver was the only machinist 
to survive that day. 

“It was an amazingly brave thing for Emlen to do,” Shaver later told 
the New York Times. “Emlen ran after me across that deck like he was 
chasing a halfback. He beat the flames out with his bare hands. He 
was burned, too. Emlen didn’t want to make a big deal out of it. But 
he is the one who helped me when I needed it.”  Tunnell, who was 
known to speak in football metaphors, later recalled the sinking ship 
as “a small, tough fullback, without much speed, pounding forward 
every minute of the game.”

Two years later, on the USCGC “Tampa”, Tunnell and some shipmates 
were having some R&R on the pier and playing football at Naval 
Station Argentia, Newfoundland. One of his shipmates, Alfred Givens 
fell off the pier and into the 32 degree water while trying to retrieve 
a football. Tunnell, noticing that his shipmate immediately began to 
flounder, dove in after him and saved his life. Tunnell, himself, was still 
not a good swimmer by all accounts, but that did not stop him from 
jumping into action. After the event, the only treatment he received 
was a shot of brandy from the doc for mild hypothermia. 
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Honoring a Coast Guard Hero

As a tribute to the strength and courage of Tunnell, the Coast 
Guard Academy will be opening the Emlen Tunnell Strength and 
Conditioning Center, a $3.5M project made possible by the Coast 
Guard Academy Alumni Association. The center will continue to honor 
his legacy by inspiring cadets to reach their potential on the field, in 
the fleet, and in their daily lives. 

The Coast Guard commissioned the USCGC Emlen Tunnell in October 
2021. The cutter is now in SW Asia (Persian Gulf) patrolling and 
under the OPCON of Fifth Fleet (NAVCENT). PO Tunnell goes through the "Shellback" ceremony in the Pacific.

Emlen Tunnell's official photo as a NY "Giant" football player.

USCGC Emlen Tunnell

"Losers assemble in little groups and complain about the coaches and the players in other little 
groups, while winners assemble as a team." 

~ Emlen Tunnell

The author also wishes to credit PO3 Matthew Thieme, USCGA External Affairs, for his research that 
contributed to this article.
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L.A. Mayor Eric Garcetti and US Congresswoman Nanette Barragan 
welcome Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg aboard USS IOWA 
for a waterfront conference.

Friends of the National Museum of the Surface Navy, the past three 
months have been very busy aboard Battleship IOWA at the Port of 
Los Angeles.  The Museum continues to serve as a both a local and 
national platform for relevant discussions including a recent visit by 
Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg who announced a $20 
million grant for infrastructure at the Port of Los Angeles.  This was the 
second time we hosted the Secretary of Transportation in 2022.  We 
also had visits from President Biden and the Secretary of Homeland 
Security earlier in the year.  USS IOWA as your Surface Navy 
Museum has become the “bully pulpit” for our nation’s leadership in 
the busiest port in America...a fitting role for a ship known as the “The 
Big Stick” in her retirement. 

Events such as these highlight our impactful role in the region as we 
continue to press forward in raising awareness on the Surface Navy’s 
role in freedom of the seas.  There is no doubt that we are making an 
impact on everyday Americans through our variety of education and 
community programs, while being one of the most active veterans 
serving non-profits in Los Angeles.

July was an exciting month as we celebrated our 10th anniversary 
as a museum ship in the Port of Los Angeles.  It has been an amazing 
journey from the Navy’s mothball fleet to become 5th most popular in 
Los Angeles as both a museum and a tourist attraction per TripAdvisor.  
This is no small feat in a city with over 150 museums and 650 tourist 
attractions!  We are well poised for the next decade and beyond to 
take the Battleship IOWA from the local to the national level as the 
National Museum of the Surface Navy. 

In August, we began the design phase of the Surface Navy Museum.  
Bran Ferren and his team at Applied Minds is leading the development 
of the National Museum of the Surface Navy concepts.  After a 
careful selection process, we realized Bran is absolutely the right 
person to lead our design effort.  His decades of experience on the 
CNO Executive Panel (CEP) and as past leader of R&D for Disney’s 
Imagineering brings incredible knowledge, experience, dedication, 
and creativity to the design process for your Museum. 

The team aboard USS IOWA continued space preparation and 
infrastructure improvements with an additional electrical feed added 
and almost 25,000 square feet of berthing removed.  We are in the 
process of developing plans to reactivate Battleship IOWA’s chillers 
and have reached out to York regarding the necessary upgrade 
package.  To close out the month, we were excited to receive a 
$6.7 million appropriation from the State of California, which 
was made possible in large part by the leadership of California 
Assemblymember Mike Gipson.

In September, the team narrowed in on final details for the Freedom 
of the Seas Awards to be held on October 22nd, 2022.  We 
have received tremendous industry sponsorship this year including 
Lockheed Martin presenting the VADM Samuel L. Gravely, Jr. 
Award and additional sponsors Marathon Petroleum, UPS, Port of 
Los Angeles, Fincantieri Marinette Marine, Raytheon Technologies, 
Leidos, SAAB, Geveden Industrial, and Collier Walsh Nakazawa.  
In mid-September, members of the leadership team attended the 
Historic Naval Ships Association (HNSA) annual conference where 
our Chief Engineer and HNSA Preservation Chair Mike Getscher 

presented regarding proactive maintenance of historic ships.  I 
presented on strategy and planning to be a relevant community 
asset; something we are very proud to have become since opening 
in 2012.

During the fourth quarter, we will be meeting several donors 
regarding major funding opportunities for the Surface Navy 
Museum.  To date, donor gifts of both in-kind and cash have 
permitted us to initiate infrastructure improvements, museum 
design, and campaign support.  We are hopeful that all of you 
will join us for the grand opening of your Surface Navy Museum 
on October 13, 2025, on the 250th birthday of our Surface Navy!

 If you are interested in learning more, please reach out to our 
development team at development@labattleship.com.  RADM 
Mike Shatynski, USN (Ret), CAPT Rick Easton, USN (Ret), and I look 
forward to sharing more updates and design concepts with you at 
the annual SNA conference in January 2023.  Our best wishes for 
a joyous holiday season for you and your family!

National Museum of the Surface Navy at the Battleship IOWA Update
BY JONATHAN WILLIAMS, PRESIDENT & CEO

Jonathan Williams, Chairman of the Board, Mike Shatynski RADM USN (Ret) 
and Bran Ferren, President of Applied Minds, take a quick break during 
the first design meeting for the National Museum of the Surface Navy.
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steps paid rich dividends when the Roberts was finally tested. Of 
course, even the best training does not foresee all possibilities, but 
it can convey the knowledge necessary to meet the unexpected. 
The damage control preparation should be required reading for 
those who choose a career in the small-ship navy. Strong and 
effective leadership was a hallmark of every step of the Roberts’s 
history. Rinn’s strong hand and personal interest appear during 
the Roberts’s construction, preparatory training, and war-zone 
operations, and in the fight to save the ship. From the beginning, 
he took the prime responsibility for the crew’s morale, its spirit, 
and the command’s reputation, creating a sense of pride and 
unity that was crucial when disaster threatened. Every officer’s 
training stresses leadership, and it is more than worthwhile to 
absorb a “real life” account that graphically illustrates its vital 
role. In essence, No Higher Honor is an excellent leadership 
textbook. Of further interest, the book describes in some detail 
the difficult environment in the Persian Gulf. One moment it was 
placid, and the next violent—a severe test for captain and crew. 
Naval ships were expected to stand clear of legitimate everyday 
commerce, yet each skipper had to protect his command from 
surprise attacks. This burden required constant vigilance and a 
fine sense of judgment. This is bad enough in short periods of 
time. Over long weeks, it is exhausting and can wring a crew 
dry. Today, there is no alternative. Such an atmosphere is part 
of the new world order in which our military performs. This story 
of the USS Samuel B. Roberts offers something to everyone who 
mans our warships. There is much to learn in its pages. Despite the 
trauma the ship faced, the reader can lay down the book with a 
buoyant spirit. The crew was essentially a crosscut of American 
society, and I suggest that their story should touch professional and 
laymen alike. It affirms our pride and confidence in the caliber of 
individuals who man our fleet and in the U.S. Navy as an institution. 
On a more personal level, it allows one for a few hours to be in the 
company of brave men. “

No Higher Honor: Saving the USS 
Samuel Roberts in the Persian Gulf
BY :  BRADLEY PENISTON (2005)

SNA’s book selection for this issue is dedicated to the memory of 
Captain Paul X. Rinn, USN(Ret) who passed away suddenly on 3 
August 2022. Paul’s impact on today’s Surface Officers and Enlisted 
has been profound through his lectures and discussions throughout our 
community. His talks were grounded in his leadership lessons learned 
throughout his career and although Paul is no longer with us, Bradley 
Peniston’s book is a “must read” for anyone aspiring to a leadership 
position, whether Officer or Enlisted.  Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., USN 
(Ret.) said it best in his forward to No Higher Honor:

“Scores of volumes have been devoted to naval history, the bulk of 
them concerned with battles that pitted ships or aircraft against an 
enemy’s opposing units. No Higher Honor, however, is the rather more 
unusual story of a single vessel: the USS Samuel B. Roberts (FFG 58). 
The book follows this guided missile frigate—the third U.S. warship 
to bear the name—from its construction in Maine to a single day 
of terror in the Persian Gulf, where a magnificent effort by captain 
and crew saved the ship from disaster. Readers of every stripe who 
are captivated by maritime legends of heroism and skill will find the 
Roberts’s ultimate trial mesmerizing. The frigate was headed to a 
convoy assignment when it found itself in a field of naval mines laid by 
the Iranian military. In attempting to move clear of the mines, the ship 
detonated a 253-pound charge and absorbed incredible damage. 
Saving the ship proved a Herculean task, but the skill and unbending 
will of all hands eventually prevailed. The story has carved a rightful 
place in the annals of the U.S. Navy and stands as an inspiration to 
future “tin can” sailors. This account of the struggle is riveting, but the 
book is a great deal more than just high adventure. It is a thoughtful 
endorsement of the value of preparation and training. The crew’s 
remarkable reaction in crisis was forged in earlier months when an 
intelligent and determined commanding officer vowed to make his 
charge the best ship in the navy. There is an extensive description 
of the training program and priorities and the role they played in 
building confidence and morale. Interviews with crewmen help paint 
a picture of the sweat and tears that were shed in the process. This is 
what it takes to mold a wide array of skills into a coordinated whole. 
It is not easy to do. The first ingredient is a captain who knows what 
he wants and who has the energy and conviction to bring the crew 
to his thinking. From the outset, Cdr. Paul Rinn emphasized damage 
control, an area that is often neglected until a unit enters its theater of 
operations—when it is far too late for rigorous training.

Normally, commanders detail the most experienced people to 
operations and weaponry billets, leaving damage control to relatively 
junior officers. Rinn chose a different course, assigning a senior 
lieutenant to develop a rigorous training regimen that involved the 
entire crew. Officers and enlisted sailors alike were rotated through 
a variety of specialty schools dedicated to damage control. These 

F R O M  T H E  D E S K  O F  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

RECOMMENDED READING

Adm. William J. Crowe Jr., USN (Ret.) November 2005

Forward reprinted with permission from Peniston, Bradley. No 
Higher Honor, Naval Institute Press.
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NATIONAL NEWS
The Surface Navy Association Scholar receives an academic scholarship award of $10,000 for demonstrated leadership, community 
service, academic achievement, and a commitment to pursuing higher educational objectives.

This award is a grant totaling $10,000 limited to $2,500 per year for a maximum of four years provided a cumulative 3.0 grade point 
average is maintained.

Deadline for 2023 scholarship applications is March 1, 2023. Please visit the SNA website for application criteria and requirements to 
apply.

SNA would like to thank the following SNA corporate members & individual members for their 2022 donations to the SNA 
Scholarship fund:

CORPORATE MEMBERS

INDIVIDUAL DONORS

*as of 9/21/2022

VADM Robert L. Walters Scholarship

CDR Bruce Acton USN (Ret)
RDML Christopher Alexander USN 
CDR John Bartak USN 
RDML Dale Baugh USN (Ret)
MCPO Michael Binert USN 
LT Jeffrey Bortz USN 
OSCM(SW) Hosey Burgess USN (Ret)
LTJG Gregory Burnham USCG 
ADM Vern Clark, USN (Ret)
CDR Kevin Carey USN (Ret)
DCC Justin Critcher USCG 
GMC Kurt Daesch USN 
CAPT James Deppe USN (Ret)
PO1 Joseph DeVito USCG 
CAPT Michael DeVore USN 
CAPT Christopher Farricker USN 
Ms. Monica Feltson  
CAPT Michael Fierro USN (Ret)
CAPT Brian Finman USN 
CAPT Edward Froehlich USN (Ret)
LT Michael Gagen USCG 
LT Kristina Goldstein USN 
LCDR Jeffrey Haas USN (Ret)
DCC Matthew Hall USCG 
LCDR Fred Hendricks USN 
RADM Francis Holian USN (Ret)
MCPO Nathan Hon USN 
Mr. Sam Horton  
LSCS Techur Johanes USN 
LTJG Elsa Kania USN 
MECS William Kelly USCG 
CWO4 Thomas Konkle USCG (Ret)
CAPT Neil Koprowski USN 

Mr. Pierre Laval  
CDR Curtis Lenderman USN (Ret)
CDR Matthew McLaughlin USN 
CDR Alexander McMahon USN 
CAPT Matthew Meilstrup USCG (Ret)
CDR Kenneth Millson USCG 
CDR Patrick Mooney USN (Ret)
CAPT Mark Morin USCG (Ret)
CDR James O'Mara USCG 
PO2 Alfonso Ornelas USN 
CAPT James Orvis USN (Ret)
PO3 Mario Perales USN 
LT Madina Petashvili USN 
LT Anh-Viet Pham USN 
Mr. Brian Pope  
LCDR Mark Pricer USN (Ret)
CDR Kevin Rafferty USN (Ret)
PCC Frank Gerald Rhodes USN (Ret)
CAPT Ethan Rule USN 
CAPT Zoah Scheneman USN 
CAPT Jay Shaffer USN (Ret)
BM1 Cheryl Shaw USN 
CDR David Sigler USN 
LCDR Rosemarie Spuhler USN 
RDML David Steindl USN (Ret)
RDML Cynthia Thebaud USN (Ret)
CDR Jeffrey Turner USN (Ret)
CDR Raymundo Villarreal USN (Ret)
CAPT Mark Walsh USCG (Ret)
CAPT Carl Weiscopf USN (Ret)
Mr. Darren Whidden  
LCDR Timothy Woyma USN 
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Past Scholarship Recipients . . . Where are they now? 

Kristin Cox
AWARDED SNA SCHOLARSHIP 2015

I graduated college! I graduated from University of California, Davis (UC Davis) in Spring 2019 with a BA in Art Studio and a minor in 
Art History. Art held and still holds a special place in my heart, but I was not sure if I wanted to pursue it as a career; during my senior 
year of college, I took a handful of psychology classes, and things just clicked for me from there as I realized what trajectory I wanted 
my career to veer towards: counseling! As a result, after graduating I took a gap year, which allowed me to research and apply to grad 
school counseling programs in the hopes of becoming a therapist/counselor in the mental health field.

I am very grateful that I was accepted into San Francisco State University’s counseling graduate degree program in Fall 2020, being 
chosen from a pool of over 300 applicants for my cohort of 14 students.  During my time in the program thus far, I became certified as 
a Safe Zone Ally at SFSU, presented at the Association for Women in Psychology (AWP) Conference on “Incarceration, Inequality, and 
Intergenerational Trauma: The Role of the Mental Health Practitioner,” presented at SFSU’s Graduate Studies Week, and have received 
a HRSA Stipend Award Grant via the Department of Counseling’s Equity and Justice-Focused Behavioral Health (EJF-IBH) Counseling 
Training Project. I am in the process of completing my second-year counseling internship, having accumulated over 500 hours total thus far 
and counting, counseling young adults and youth. I’m presently in my third and final year of the program overall with a GPA of 3.97, and 
plan to graduate in Spring 2023 with my MS in Clinical Mental Health Counseling. My ultimate goal is to pursue licensure as a Licensed 
Professional Clinical Counselor (LPCC) after I have graduated. I am so appreciative of and want to thank the Surface Navy Association 
for their scholarship in the past, as it has helped place me on the path I walk today!

Ryan Halvorson
AWARDED SNA SCHOLARSHIP 2013

I graduated from Harvard in 2017 magna cum laude in Engineering Sciences. I then attended the University of California San Francisco 
(UCSF) School of Medicine where I obtained my medical degree. I am now a resident in Orthopaedic Surgery at UCSF completing my 
training. 

Elizabeth Oberley
AWARDED SNA SCHOLARSHIP 2015

I graduated from Missouri University of Science and Technology with a Bachelors of Civil Engineering in December 2018. Since then, I 
moved to Vancouver, WA and began my career with HHPR as a Civil Designer. I worked on public and private design projects, ranging 
from elementary schools and city streets to single-family residences and muti-family complexes. I now work as a Civil Engineer with Otak 
in Portland, OR. I work in our private civil design department and focus mainly on multi-use commercial and residential developments, and 
single-family subdivisions. Outside of work, I collect vinyl and old state roadmaps, volunteer with Make-A-Wish as a Wish Granter and 
try to make time to explore the PNW!

Matthew Shinego
AWARDED SNA SCHOLARSHIP 2015

I'm forever grateful for the financial support that the Surface Navy Association gave me during my years at the University of Florida. It 
enabled me to pursue a degree in research biology, work for several labs and nonprofits, and I am now serving in the Army. 
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General Dynamics Mission Systems

General Dynamics NASSCO

General Tool Company

Gibbs & Cox, A Leidos Company

Global Technical Systems

Halter Marine

HENSOLDT, Inc.

Hepburn and Sons, LLC

Huntington Ingalls Industries

IDEAL Electric

In-Depth Engineering

Innovative Defense Technologies

Innovative Signal Analysis, Inc.

iXblue Defense Systems, Inc.

Kongsberg Defense Systems

L3Harris

Leidos

Leonardo DRS, Inc.

LMH Resident Services, LLC

Lockheed Martin Corporation

ManTech International Corporation

Maritime Institute

Marotta Controls, Inc.

Milcots, LLC

MIND Technologies

MSI - Defence Systems US LLC

National Inspection and Consultants

NAVICOM Dynamics

NCS Technologies, Inc.

Noblis

Northrop Grumman Naval &  
Oceanic Systems

NOVA Power Solutions, Inc.

NSTIC

Pacific Engineering, Inc

Philadelphia Gear

Raytheon Intelligence and Space

Raytheon Missiles and Defense

Rheinmetall Air Defense

Rolls-Royce Marine North America

SAAB

SAIC

Schaefer Electronics

ScioTeq LLC

SEACORP

Serco, North America

Shock Tech, Inc.

SimVentions, Inc.

Sonalysts, Inc.

Sparton Corporation

SSS Clutch Company, Inc.

ST Engineering North America, Inc.

Strategic Insight, Ltd

Systems Planning & Analysis, Inc.

Tech-Marine Business, Inc.

Tech Wizards, Inc.

Teledyne Brown Engineering

Teledyne  FLIR

Terma North America, Inc.

Textron Systems

Thales Defense & Security, Inc.

The Boeing Company

The Spectrum Group

Thinklogical, A Belden Brand

Thrustmaster of Texas, Inc.

Transhield, Inc.

Tri-Tec Manufacturing

Ultra Electronics Ocean Systems, Inc.

UMS Skeldar Sweden, AB

United States Marine, Inc.

USAA

Veterans United Home Loans

VSE Corporation

VTG

WR Systems, Ltd.

Advanced Acoustic Concepts, LLC

Aerojet Rocketdyne

Amentum

American Defense International

American Systems

AMS Group, Inc.

AMSC

Arete

Atlas North America

Austal

BAE Platforms & Services

BAE Systems, Intelligence & Security

Basic Commerce & Industries, Inc.

BecTech

Birdon America

Booz Allen Hamilton

Bramer Group

CACI International, Inc.

CAES

Capitol Integration

Caterpillar Defense

Cisco

Collins Aerospace

Crowley Maritime Corporation

Curtiss-Wright

Defense Maritime Solutions, Inc.

Deloitte Consulting, LLP

Donaldson Aerospace & Defense

Easton Advisors, LLC

Engineering Services Network, Inc.

Fairbanks Morse

Fairlead

Fincantieri Marine Group

First Command Financial Services

GE Marine

General Atomics Electromagnetic Systems

General Dynamics Bath Iron Works

General Dynamics Information Technology

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  A L L  O F  O U R  C O R P O R A T E  M E M B E R S
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Amentum is a premier global government and private-sector partner 
whose experience, passion and purpose were formed through our 
116-year heritage.  Our 57,000 employees operating in all 50 
states and over 100 countries provide technical, engineering and 
management services to the Department of Defense. Our U.S. 
Navy footprint includes acquisition, logistics, engineering, financial, 
program management and new construction test & evaluation 
support to NAVSEA and affiliated PEOs; engineering development 
support at the NSWCs; shipboard material assessment support 
at the RMCs; and combat systems modernization for the NIWCs. 
Amentum provides integrated program management, as well as 
and systems development, integration, and sustainment solutions.  
Key products and services include development of radar and 
combat systems software algorithms; integration of test engineers 
to improve surface ship availability execution in both private 
and public shipyards; sustainment, assessment, and life cycle 
support; tactical network and information systems support; and 
obsolescence management, prototyping, and low-rate initial 
production.  Amentum brings a comprehensive understanding 
of acquisition and Integrated Logistics Systems support to the 
waterfront and provides the full life cycle support to the Navy 
from system and platform acquisition, thru the Warfare Centers’ 
system engineering, to the maritime waterfront complex providing 
maintenance, modernization, and sustainment to the Fleet.  

BAE Systems, Inc. and its 34,000 people are part of a global 
defense, aerospace and security company. We deliver products 
and services for air, land, sea and space, as well as advanced 
electronics, intelligence, security, and IT solutions and support 
services. Our dedication shows in everything we design, produce 
and deliver— to protect those who protect us in a high-performance, 
innovative culture. We push the limits of possibility to provide a 
critical advantage to our customers where it counts.

As of August 1, 2022, Wartsila Defense, Inc. changed the company 
name to Defense Maritime Solu-tions, Inc. This change is a result of 
growth within the company and not due to any change of owner-
ship. Defense Maritimes Solutions, Inc. (DMS) develops cutting-edge 
solutions to provide the United States with a superior advantage at 
sea. We supply innovative maritime systems, parts and services to 
the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard. With strategic locations on both 
coasts, along with a global net-work of affiliates, DMS delivers 
a wide range of naval navigational and steering systems, shaft 
line components, seals and bearings, water jets, engines, and 
unmanned solutions. We are the primary supplier of shaft seals to 
nearly all surface fleet vessels in America’s maritime services, and 
the ex-clusive provider of U.S. Navy’s submarine shaft seals. As an 
OEM service provider, we train the world’s greatest technicians on 
certified maintenance, repair, and overhaul methodologies.

Leidos is a Fortune 500® technology, engineering, and science 
solutions and services leader working to solve the world’s toughest 
challenges in the defense, intelligence, civil, and health markets. 
The company’s 44,000 employees support vital missions for 
government and commercial customers, including more than 90 
years of scientific, technological, and engineering support to 
the US Navy. From maritime autonomy for unmanned missions to 
modernizing shipboard maintenance to running the world’s largest 
and most complex networks, Leidos is helping the Navy prepare 
and protect the fleet of the future. Learn more about the company’s 
innovation from seafloor to cyberspace at leidos.com/defense.

Fairlead, an ISO 9001:2015, AS9100D, and VOSB, has 3 
operating divisions servicing the maritime industry; Systems, 
Structures, Ship Repair. Systems designs and manufactures power 
& controls systems and containerized products including variable 
speed drives, machinery controls and mission modules.  Structures 
fabricates, preserves, and stores large mechanical structures, up 
to 500 tons, in support of aircraft carrier. Ship Repair performs 
maintenance and repair on a wide range of vessels from 
Trailerable boats to Aircraft Carriers.

United States Marine, Inc. builds high-performance, special mission 
capable boats for military and other agency use.  Craft both 
manned and unmanned are in production. 

USMI is headquartered in Gulfport, Mississippi, with a maintenance/
repair facility in Chesapeake, VA. Both facilities have capabilities 
for  welding, electrical, outfitting, upholstery, painting, program 
management and engineering. 

United States Marine Inc. delivers not only boats, but also full 
documentation, integrated logistical support, Tiger Team Support 
worldwide, familiarization and maintenance training. We are 
committed to support you, our customer, for the lifetime of our 
boats, from cradle to grave. 

We take pride in all our work to deliver boats that are fully mission 
capable; boats that deliver performance and reliability in the most 
extreme conditions for the most demanding users. 
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Fincantieri Marine Group is the U.S. subsidiary of shipbuilding 
giant Fincantieri, one of the world’s largest and most innovative 
shipbuilders. Fincantieri employs more than 19,000 people in 20 
shipyards on five continents, including three Great Lakes shipyards 
that comprise Fincantieri Marine Group. In the U.S, FMG employs 
several thousand employees. The largest shipyard is Fincantieri 
Marinette Marine, in Marinette, WI, which is becoming the center 
of excellence for small to medium surface combatants, as they build 
the U.S. Navy’s guided-missile frigate, as well as the Freedom-class 
Littoral Combat Ship. Fincantieri Bay Shipbuilding, in Sturgeon 
Bay, WI, are specialists in construction, repair and conversion 
of commercial vessels, including ATBs and OSVs. Fincantieri ACE 
Marine located in Green Bay, is an aluminum construction facility 
and builder of Coast Guard response boats, as well as the design 
and construction high speed coastal intercept and patrol vessels. 
Together these three shipyards and the corporate leadership of 
Fincantieri Marine Group are building tomorrow’s Navy, helping 
the Coast Guard develop and enhance capabilities, as well as 
building and servicing critical commercial vessels.

Hepburn and Sons LLC serves as trusted advisors to the American 
maritime industry. We are a Veteran-Owned Small Business 
founded in 2010 in Manassas, Virginia. We are a company born 
of a strong maritime heritage. Over more than a decade, we 
have grown to be a leader in providing technical and strategic 
analysis and program management support to the government 
and the maritime industry while leading the development of and 
transitioning innovative solutions to the warfighter by bridging 
research, advanced technology development, and national 
capability. Our passion is for naval engineering, but our technical 
expertise spans a variety of engineering disciplines including 
electrical, mechanical, materials, nuclear, and systems. We KEEP 
TRUST at the forefront of every decision we make and every 
customer we serve! www.hepburnandsons.com

MIND Technology designs tomorrow's innovative and unique 
Defense Solutions, based on our state-of-the-art commercially 
proven technology. Performance and functionality are enhanced 
by using Artificial Intelligence and Deep Learning techniques.

These include advanced Sonar Solutions for Mine Counter Measures 
(MCM) and passive towed arrays for Anti-Submarine Warfare 
(ASW).

All Defense Solutions are scalable and have a modular design with 
a strong focus on establishing MIND Technology as the leading 
manufacturer of Sonar Solutions for Unmanned Platforms.

Sonalysts is an employee-owned professional services company 
headquartered in Waterford CT, with offices in the metro-DC area, 
VA, NC, RI, OH, CO, AL, and CA. Among other things, Sonalysts 
specializes in analysis, training and system development, with 
nearly half of our employees having prior military experience. 
Focusing on Surface Warfare systems and operations, Sonalysts 
applies Navy operational and system expertise, along with human 
factors principles in the areas of training systems/solutions, software 
engineering, modeling and simulation, operations analysis, and 
Human Systems Integration (HSI). Sonalysts supports the Surface 
Warfare enterprise in its efforts to balance current and future 
system capabilities with the needs of the Surface Warrior.

UMS SKELDAR, a joint venture between Saab AB and UMS 
AERO Group, headquartered near Basel in Switzerland, with 
twin manufacturing facilities in Switzerland (Möhlin) and Sweden 
(Linköping), is Europe's leading provider of Rotary Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicle (UAV) platforms including the unmatched NATO-
compliant rotary SKELDAR V-200 and the smaller V-150 designed 
to support tactical operations for surveillance, emergency response, 
homeland security and defence. Incorporating a wide variety 
of payload options (including Commercial Off-The-Shelf High-
Resolution Electro Optical/Infrared (EO/IR), Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (SAR) and Electronic Warfare (EW) sensors) into its vertical 
take-off & landing (VTOL) fleet, UMS SKELDAR is engaged in a 
highly active research and development programs, and provides 
solutions to a wide variety of defense, civil security, and maritime 
sectors globally.

Maritime Institute is the largest privately owned maritime training 
company in the United States, with state-of-the-art, training 
campuses in San Diego, CA and Norfolk, VA, and satellite facilities 
in Honolulu, HI and Alameda, California.   We have invested heavily 
in training equipment, instructors and facilities to provide superior, 
realistic maritime training, including full bridge simulators, engine 
room simulators, ARPA/ECDIS simulators, high voltage simulators, 
multi-level firefighting trainers, small weapons simulation and 
full-scale lifeboat and davit trainers. Our new website is www.
maritimeinstitute.com
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SSS automatic engaging/disengaging mechanical Clutches are 
installed in main propulsion of twelve classes of US Navy and 
US Coast Guard ships including DDG51, LHA, CG47, LCS, LCAC, 
and NSC. Two Propeller Shaft SSS Clutches and one Gas Turbine 
Clutch are now being supplied for each new FFG62 Constellation 
Class Frigate. SSS Clutches are used in US Navy gas turbine 
generator starters, hybrid electric drives, and SSGT turning gears. 
Worldwide, 50+ Navies use SSS Clutches in gas turbine, diesel, 
and electric motor driven propulsion systems.

More than 1,000 Deloitte professionals are proud to serve the 
Navy and USMC to further their critical missions and help them 
tackle their toughest challenges. Deloitte is collaborating with 
these clients to help optimize the digital shipyard of the future, 
enhance the ability to counter advanced threats, and modernize 
the Navy's technological platforms. We are excited to continue this 
support as we work to push innovation that aligns with the Navy's 
mission priorities.

Founded in 2000, SimVentions is a Virginia-based 100% employee-
owned company that provides high-quality Systems and Software 
Engineering, Modeling and Simulations, and Cybersecurity 
Engineering. Our experienced team of over 300 professionals 
leverages an innovative and collaborative culture and proven 
engineering discipline to develop, integrate, and deliver safe and 
effective capabilities.  Our innovation and experience allow us to 
rapidly and affordably serve our customers as trusted partners, 
ensuring their success.  For more, please visit www.simventions.com.

Liberty Military Housing (LMH) is a leading privatized military 
housing provider and the largest employee-owned company in the 
multifamily industry. LMH provides more than 36,000 homes to 
military families in over 200 communities across ten states and 
the District of Columbia. Our mission is to contribute to military 
readiness and morale by ensuring military families live in homes 
and communities built and maintained to the highest standards. For 
more information about LMH, please visit www.livelmh.com.

In-Depth Engineering is a small business Combat System Software 
Factory, delivering signal processing, tactical control, weapons 
control and TacSit solutions to destroyers, cruisers, CVNs, and SSNs 
within the AEGIS, SSDS, SQQ-89 and BQQ-10 ARCI programs.  
Our common cross-platform solutions maximize Navy investment 
and enable rapid fielding and upgrade. Our modern DevSecOps 
and CI/CD processes and tools enable our goal of error-free 
software.  We’re pleased to be a continuing sponsor of the Surface 
Navy Association.

Easton Advisors LLC provides Defense Industry, Navy Surface 
Warfare focused, Consulting Services specializing in Government 
and Military Strategy and Business Development, as well as Product 
Marketing.  Expertise includes: Strategic Planning, Operational 
Analysis, Modeling, Simulation and Training, and Pursuit/Capture/
Proposal Development and Management.  Offices are located in 
Maitland, Florida.  Contact: EastonAdvisors@gmail.com.

AMS Group, Inc. is a cohesive group of established companies 
providing innovative technologies and equipment with a full range 
of integrated logistics support services to U.S. and international 
customers in the defense and security markets. Our organization 
supports and sells to the Surface Navy via both new production and 
follow-on aftermarket spares for various products and components 
fitted on major US Navy platforms.

General Dynamics Mission Systems solves the toughest combat 
systems and cyber security challenges for our Nation and allies. A 
trusted partner of the U.S. Navy, they are committed to supporting 
our warfighters through modernizing surface combatants for 
increased lethality and survivability, enhancing situational 
awareness, and providing efficient and effective ship maintenance 
and modernization. They have supported the Independence-
variant Littoral Combat Ships and Expeditionary Fast Transport 
(EPF) integration and sustainment for two decades which is 
highlighted by the recent successful trials of the first autonomous 
EPF-13. They are a leader in unmanned systems, recently winning 
the Systems Integration and Test contract supporting Overlord 
Unmanned Surface Vessels and partnered with small business, 
Dragonfly Productions, Inc, to win the Containerized Tethered 
Elevated Mast contract.  Their expertise in integrating and 
sustaining “Any Program with Any Mission System on Any Platform” 
ensures our fleet can achieve their missions, today and in the future. 
General Dynamics Mission Systems will continue to partner with the 
U.S. Navy, making Platforms Smarter to achieve an integrated all-
domain force that is lethal, distributed, and networked.
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Visit navysnaevents.org/national-symposium/ for more information.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Battleship IOWA
PRESIDENT: RADM MIKE SHATYNSKI, USN (RET)

10 Years since USS IOWA arrived in the Port of Los Angeles

Chairman of the Board and senior volunteer RADM Mike Shatynski USN 
(Ret) thanks the thousands that have served aboard USS IOWA since her 
opening as a museum ship at the LA Waterfront in 2012.

Happy 10th Anniversary to Battleship IOWA!

Battleship IOWA Chapter members enjoyed a wonderful July 
gathering aboard the Battleship IOWA to celebrate the 10th 
anniversary of the USS IOWA’s arrival in the Port of Los Angeles.  It 
has been an extraordinary journey from the mothball fleet in San 
Francisco’s Suisun Bay to the LA Waterfront.  Today, the Battleship 
IOWA is ranked 5th in Los Angeles per TripAdvisor as both a museum 
and a tourist attraction, quite an accomplishment in a city with over 
150 museums and 650 tourist attractions.  

It was especially notable that seven Chapter members participated 
in the 10th celebration who had been aboard from the beginning.  
All seven remain active and are key contributors in our growth into 
National Museum of the Surface Navy.  RADM Mike Shatynski USN 
(Ret.), now Chapter president, was on active duty and aboard on 
that opening day to represent the Surface Navy in the ceremonies 
that brought the ship back to life on her fourth activation for service.  
Mike is now Chairman of the Board.  Jonathan Williams, now 
President and CEO, and ENC David Canfield USN (Ret.), now CIO, 
started as unpaid volunteers aboard USS IOWA in Suisun Bay when 
the ship was turned over by the Navy to become a museum ship. 
Two Navy retirees, CWO4 Marty Golden and CAPT Rich Abele and 
two veteran sailors, MM2 Jim Ohr and IC3 Jim Gauderman, remain 
active in ship operations.

Of course, the gathering was about the thousands more active duty 
and veteran members along with equally dedicated civilians who 
have served aboard USS IOWA since 2012.  Prior to COVID, USA 
Today ranked USS IOWA as the 2nd best ship museum in America 
out of the 164 in the Historic Naval Ships Association.  Post-COVID, 
the 2nd and 3rd decks are being cleared of bunks to make 35,000 
square feet of space for the National Museum of the Surface Navy at 
the Battleship IOWA.  Chapter members have already marked their 
calendar for that celebration for our 2nd grand opening on October 
13, 2025, on the 250th birthday of America’s Surface Navy!

In the meantime, Chapter members will next meet again in the 
Fall in the Wardroom of the Battleship IOWA to enjoy good 
comradery and a presentation by RADM Sam Cox USN (Ret.) 
on the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  While those aboard the #1 ranked 
museum ship in America located just down the coast in San Diego 
have chosen to celebrate the Battle of Midway annually, we 
aboard the Battleship IOWA chose to annually commemorate 
the Battle of Leyte Gulf.  As the extraordinary author Herman 
Wouk once wrote in his epic novel War and Remembrance, “The 
vision of Sprague’s three destroyers – the Johnston, the Hoel, 
the Heermann – charging out of the smoke and the rain straight 
toward the main batteries of Kurita’s battleships and cruisers, can 
endure as a picture of the way Americans fight when they don’t 
have superiority.  Our schoolchildren should know of that incident, 
and our enemies should ponder it.”

Battleship IOWA Chapter members were well represented in the crowd that enjoyed the 10th anniversary celebration.   
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In May 2022 at the College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, MA, Captain 
Marv Carlin, USN, Commanding Officer and LTJG Obi Uzoma, 
USN, Surface Warfare Officer within the NROTC Unit presented the 
Surface Navy Association, USS Constitution Chapter Academic and 
Military Excellence Award to MIDN 1/C Sidney S. Kirby. MIDN Kirby 
was a graduating midshipman of the NROTC Worcester Consortium 
consisting of Holy Cross, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester 
State University and Brown University (Providence, RI).

MIDN Kirby was born and raised in Long Grove, IL. While at 
Holy Cross, MIDN Kirby achieved high academic honors and was 
an extremely responsible mentor within the battalion having been 
assigned increased leadership responsibilities over four years 
culminating as Battalion Commander, leading the battalion through 
the second in-person semester post Covid-19. Her selection for 
the award is a reflection of her tenacity, outstanding leadership, 
dedication to mission, personal integrity, and her personal demeanor, 
all of which are aligned with core Navy values.

Throughout her four years at Holy Cross, MIDN Kirby was a 
member of the women’s rowing team while also acting as its alumni 
representative and editor of its newsletter, writing and compiling 
articles for regional newspapers, parents, alumni, and current 
student-athletes.  She was also heavily involved with the Grace 
Rett Athletic and Education Center of Our Lady of the Valley 
Regional School, Uxbury, MA responsible as head organizer for 
all Holy Cross teams and over fifty other collegiate teams raising 
in excess of 3.6 million dollars over a two-year period.  MIDN 
Kirby also served as public relations representative for the Giving 
for Grace charity in which she designed a website and conducted 
interviews with several television, radio, and newspaper outlets.

Upon commissioning MIDN Kirby received orders to the USS 
Portland (LPD-27), a San Antonio class amphibious transport dock 
ship, homeported in San Diego, CA, after which she will be a 
student at the Basic Division Officer Course, also in San Diego.

USS CONSTITUTION
PRESIDENT: CAPT BILL MAUSER, USN (RET)

SNA Constitution Chapter Academic and Military Excellence Award Presentation

Volunteers CAPT Rich Abele, IC3 Jim Gauderman, and LTJG Steve Caylor 
take a front-row seats for the first Veterans Day ceremony aboard USS 
IOWA.

Jonathan Williams (center) reminisces about life aboard USS IOWA in Suisun 
Bay in front of a picture of the Suisun volunteers while ENC David Canfield 
USN (Ret.) (right) chuckles.

Battleship IOWA (continued)
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Douglas Munro
PRESIDENT: CDR KELLEE NOLAN, USCG

Chapter cohosts Leadership Sea Stories
The Douglas Munro Chapter was proud to cohost with the Coast 
Guard Base National Capital Region Women’s Leadership Initiative 
(WLI) within CGHQ on August 23rd for the Leadership Sea Stories 
telling in a five minute “moth” podcast style format.  

The speakers were randomly selected by our esteemed emcee, CDR 
Kris Ensley (DM Chapter VP). The speakers included CAPT Richter 
Tipton, CAPT Rusty Dash, Admiral Steve Poulin, CAPT Jon Carter, LT 
Michele Natale, CAPT Bob Little, LT Anna Ruth, CDR Kellee Nolan 
(DM Chapter President), and LT Niki Kirchner-Hope. 

CAPT Tipton shared learning his leadership potential during his first 
tour. CAPT Dash spoke with fervor on the importance of attitude 
and effort in all aspects of life. Admiral Poulin provided insights on 
accountability, big tolerance for little mistakes, little tolerance for big 
mistakes, and people have a right to complain. CAPT Carter injected 
humor on an element of the closest  point of approach and dealing 
with mistakes made at a junior level. LT Natale offered perspective 
that no “bad” leaders exist. CAPT Little stressed becoming your own 
leader and the success that follows. LT Ruth shared an anecdote on 
training people and treating them well, in relation to mishaps. CDR 
Nolan provided insight on how to respond to chaos. LT Kirchner-Hope 
focused on leading yourself, so you can lead others. 

The WLI’s mission is to “support professional development and 
mentorship opportunities for Coast Guard women in the service and 
beyond”, and more information on the WLI can be found at their 
webpage: www.USCGWLI.org

On September 6th, we hosted CDR Jen Wescott, Program Manager 
for the Military to Mariner Office and Mr. Chris Nolan, Merchant 
Mariner Captain, and maritime training provider through Practical 
Navigator. Together they led a discussion on the process for Merchant 
Mariner Credentialing and the Military to Mariner program. CDR 
Wescott informed the attendees of the credentialing assistance 
available through CG COOL to both officers and enlisted members. 

Mr. Nolan informed the attendees of the differences between 
national and international endorsements, maritime training 
opportunities available, and the various qualifications available 
based off of sea service time. It was a well-attended professional 
development lunch held at Coast Guard Headquarters, with 
nearly 20 attendees in person, including numerous senior officer 
and enlisted advisors. This was the first event hosted virtually 
as well with nearly 25 attendees joining us virtually. Both CDR 
Wescott and Mr. Nolan are Cutterman and SNA members, we 
thank them for their wealth of knowledge provided. The speakers 
can be contacted for questions or additional information: CDR Jen 
Wescott at Jennifer.l.wescott@uscg.mil  or USCGM2M@uscg.mil 
& Chris Nolan at chris@practicalnavigator.org  

On September 11th, chapter members and the DC Chapter of 
the Chief Petty Officers Association participated in the annual 
remembrance walk across the 14th Street Bridge in front of 
the Jefferson Memorial. Over 30 Coast Guard members and 
their families affixed 184 American flags along the pedestrian 
walkway. Each flag represents one of the 59 passengers on the 
plane and 125 people in the Pentagon that lost their lives 21 years 
ago when flight 77 was hijacked and crashed into the building.

Contributors to input:  LT Luke Trautwein, LT Sara Pisarski and LCDR 
Dave Zwirblis

CAPT Rusty Dash (left) speaking on the importance of attitude and effort to 
SNA members on 23 August.  (Photo courtesy of LT Sara Pisarski)

SNA members listening to presentation at the chapter’s 23 August event.  
(Photo courtesy of LT Sara Pisarski)

CDR Jen Wescott (left) and Mr. Chris Nolan (right) speaks to SNA members 
following during their presentation on 6 September. (Photo courtesy of LT 
Sara Pisarski) 
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Greater New York
PRESIDENT: CAPT DAVID REWKOWSKI, USN

Recognizing Two Graduating Midshipmen
Greetings, SNA Greater New York Members!

Over the summer, the Chapter had the distinct pleasure of recognizing 
two graduating Midshipman from our local commissioning sources, 
the United States Merchant Marine Academy and the New York City 
NROTC consortium.  Each recipient was presented a pair of binoculars 
from the Chapter.

The recipient of the Harry R. Yagel award to a graduating midshipman 
of the U.S. Merchant Marine Academy who has selected surface 
warfare was Ensign Tristin Garner, of Fort Collins, CO.  ENS Garner 
will be joining the crew of USS Jack Lucas (DDG 125) in April of 2023 
in San Diego.

The recipient of the New York City NROTC Consortium Award is Ensign 
Savannah Urban, of Fordham University.  ENS Urban will report to USS 
Jason Dunham (DDG 109) in Mayport, FL.

Chapter Member and USMMA Faculty Member Mike Ales presents 
USMMA MIDN 1/C Tristin Garner with the Harry R. Yagel Award at the 
2022 USMMA Awards Convocation on June 17, 2022.

Greater Washington
PRESIDENT: CAPT DAVE STONER, USN

Chapter Continues to Nurture Communications
One of the six purposes of the Surface Navy Association is: Nurturing 
communication among military, academic, and business communities.  
This is particularly true of the Greater Washington Chapter.  Over the 
summer our chapter hosted two luncheons, each featuring an influential 
leader from the Surface Community.  RADM Fred Pyle, Director of 
Surface Warfare N96, spoke to the chapter on July 27th.  At the July 
luncheon, we were also honored to present students within the chapter 
area with their 2022 VADM Robert L. Walters Scholarship certificates.  
On September 14th, RADM Brad Skillman, Director of Programming, 
N80 was our guest speaker.  These lunch events each have brought out 
dozens of active duty, industry, and media attendees.  In addition to the 
speaker's insights, the sharing of experience and ideas among members 
helps to advance our common interest in a stronger more lethal surface 
force in what has often been referred to as a decisive decade.  As we 
head to our annual symposium in January stay connected to navysna.
org for more opportunities to connect.

Douglas Munro (continued)

SNA Greater Washington Chapter members network at the September 
luncheon.
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Greater Washington (continued)

On August 4, 2022, SNA Stephen Decatur recipient Kibet Blessings 
attended the  NJROTC Aviation Scholarship graduation ceremony 
at Elizabeth City State University. Kibet Blessings was one of twenty 
NJROTC cadets selected from a national competitive group of 274 
NJROTC applicants for the Navy's eight-week aviation scholarship 
program where she earned her solo pilot qualifications. Kibet was 
recommended and nominated by Gulf Coast SNA President CAPT 
Tom Daniel,USN (Ret) who was dual hatted as Senior Naval Science 
Instructor at WP Davidson High School, Mobile, Alabama. 

Gulf Coast
PRESIDENT: CAPT THOMAS DANIEL, USN (RET)

SNA NJROTC Awardees continue to shine

Left to Right: Rear Admiral John Meier USN, Commander Naval Air 
Force Atlantic; NJROTC Cadet/Lt Kibet Blessings, XO, WP Davidson High 
NJROTC; Dr. Karrie Dixon, Chancellor Elizabeth City State University; and 
Dr. Kuldeep Ruwalt, Dean of Aviation school.

RADM Brad Skillman speaks to SNA Greater 
Washington Chapter on September 14th at the 
Hyatt Regency Crystal City.

Chris King, SNA Member & BAE Systems 
Representative, and Jillian Morse, a SNA BAE 
Systems Scholar.

RADM Fred Pyle, SNA Member, presents Jillian 
Morse with her 2022 Scholarship certificate.

RADM Fred Pyle, SNA Member, presents Dan Shaffer 
with a certificate of appreciation for Lockheed Martin’s 
continued support of the SNA Scholarship Program. 

RADM Fred Pyle, SNA Member, presents Brenden 
Patterson with his 2022 Scholarship certificate.
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Welcome to Fall in the Hampton Roads area to all Surface Warriors, 
Cuttermen, and Civilian Mariners! The Summer quarter was very 
busy, exciting, and full of SNA events.  We look forward to the next 
few months of cooling weather, less humidity, and a full slate of 
professional and social events for our members. 

Our monthly luncheon series continued throughout the Summertime 
with some terrific events. Our July luncheon speaker was CAPT 
Erik Nilsson, who delivered an informative presentation on Second 
Fleet from his time as the Maritime Operations Center Director. 
Additionally, we were able to welcome and recognize the Hampton 
Roads area recipients of the 2022 VADM Robert L. Walters 
Scholarship. Congratulations go out to Andrew Cavanagh, Henry 
Finman, Matthew Oberley, and Stella Johnson on their selection! We 
wish them all well in their academic endeavors as they head off 
to college. Our August luncheon was actually a “field trip” to Joint 
Expeditionary Base Little Creek-Fort Story where we were hosted 
by Assault Craft Unit Four for both lunch and an informational tour 
of the new Ship-to-Shore Connector (SSC), Landing Craft Air Cushion 
(LCAC) 100. CAPT Anthony “Tony” Defrias (CO, ACU 4), spoke about 
the LCAC 100, the evolutionary replacement for the existing fleet of 
LCAC transports, and we were able to explore the LCAC 100 to see 
its unique capabilities. Our September luncheon speaker was RADM 
Christopher Engdahl (Commander, Naval Safety Command), who 
explained the establishment and mission of his new command along 
with the reasons behind the command’s transition from the Navy 
Safety Center to the Naval Safety Command and how his command 
will assist the Fleet.

HRSNA remained engaged in the local Hampton Roads area by 
formerly acknowledging the top academic graduate of the Basic 
Division Officer Course. On August 19, ENS Zachary Medeiros was 
presented with a commemorative certificate and his own personal 
pair of binoculars as he heads to his first ship. Congratulations on this 
outstanding achievement! 

On the social front, we had an awesome outing at Top Golf as local 
Surface Warriors and their families came together to enjoy the great 

Hampton Roads
PRESIDENT: CAPT JAMIE MURDOCK, USN

Chapter Continues with a Diverse Selection of Events
weather, food, and atmosphere on August 6.  While working on 
their golf swing, they shared sea stores and secretly tried to 
improve their handicap.

The Fall Quarter will continue our trend of professional and social 
engagement that we have in store for our members. The 2022 
SNA Hampton Roads Chapter Fall Golf Tournament will be held 
at Eagle Haven golf course at Joint Expeditionary Base Little 
Creek-Fort Story on Friday, October 14, with a “shotgun start” 
at 0830. We are planning for other social events this quarter 
including a trip to Farmhouse Brewery and getting together for an 
Army-Navy game watch party.

At the October lunch we welcome RADM Brendan McLane, 
Commander, Naval Surface Forces Atlantic, as our monthly 
luncheon speaker at Vista Point. We look forward to having a 
significant waterfront attendance for this speaking engagement 
by the Surface Warfare leader on the East Coast. 

RADM Chris Engdahl, Naval Safety Command, speaks to chapter at their 
September luncheon.

CAPT Erik Nilsson, former C2F MOC-D, delivers a presentation at SNAHR’s 
monthly professional luncheon in July.

CAPT Riley Murdock discusses the new Ship-to-Shore Connector, LCAC 100, 
at SNAHR’s monthly professional luncheon, hosted by ASSAULT CRAFT 
UNIT FOUR in August.
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CAPT Donna Looney USN (Ret), SNA National Board Member presents 
Drew Cavanagh with his 2022 Scholarship certificate.

As everyone can see, the HRSNA Chapter remains fully engaged 
and active in the local area – come out and join us for some Surface 
Warrior comradery! 

Make sure that your e-mail address is updated with SNA National 
to ensure that you are receiving communications about all our 
activities especially all of the events that we have in store for 
Fall and Winter 2022/2023.  See our website at http://chapter.
navysna.org/hamptonroads/; follow us on our Facebook page 
- @SNAHAMPTONROADS, Twitter page - https://twitter.com/
NavyRoads, and Instagram surfacenavyassochr to keep up with 
our activities.  We have also established a LinkedIn group titled 
Surface Navy Association Hampton Roads Chapter at https://www.
linkedin.com/groups/8954514/ to facilitate further networking 
for likeminded Surface Warriors. You can reach us directly through 
e-mail at surfacenavyassoc.hr@gmail.com or come talk to one of 
the board members at the monthly luncheon. We are always looking 
for additional board members and those members that just want to 
volunteer their time to the professional organization that champions 
Surface Warfare.

CAPT Donna Looney USN (Ret), SNA National Board Member recognizes 
Edward Finman as a 2020 SNA scholarship winner.

CAPT Donna Looney USN (Ret), SNA National Board Member presents 
Henry Finman with his 2022 Scholarship certificate.

CAPT Jamie Murdock, SNA Hampton Roads Chapter President presents Tom 
Cavanagh with a certificate of appreciation for Lockheed Martin’s continued 
support of the SNA Scholarship Program. 

CAPT Tom Cavanagh USN (Ret), SNA Member, presents Matthew Oberley, 
a SNA Lockheed Martin Scholar, with his 2022 Scholarship certificate.
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The Mid-South Chapter and your PERS-41 team are thrilled to be 
hitting the deck plates with detailer road shows and visiting commands 
where it matters most - on the waterfront and in our Surface Navy 
wardrooms!  We were fortunate to kick-off the summer at the first-
ever Junior Officer Training Symposium (JOTS) hosted by Commander, 
Naval Surface Forces.  In addition to a lineup of powerhouse guest 
speakers, we had the opportunity to discuss detailing processes, 
career assignments and most importantly – receive direct feedback 
from our junior officers.  A key takeaway from this JOTS – our junior 
officers are impressive!  These future leaders are talented, full of 
energy and eager to make a positive difference – and we want 
their input!

In August, we supported the SNA West Waterfront Symposium in 
San Diego, CA and made detailing trips to Pearl Harbor, HI and 
Everett, WA in September.  We are thankful to enjoy the support 
of our local SNA Chapters with exceptional teammates who helped 
work logistics, arrange SNA join-ups, spouse briefings and other 
community-building events.  Our SNA partners are force multipliers, 
they extend our reach from the bureau, and are valued members 
of our TEAM!  Mark your calendars, the PERS 41 team is on tap for 
Newport, RI and Norfolk, VA in November. 

Mid-South
PRESIDENT: CAPT JEFF HEAMES, USN

Hosted First JO Training Symposium
In motion from Millington…”Board Season,” is in full swing!  The 
FY-23 Department Head and Talent Management Boards are 
complete and preparations for the FY-24 Major Command and 
Commander Command Boards are underway.  Videos on specific 
board processes (to include how to ensure your record is board 
ready) are posted on the PERS-41 YouTube page.  Make sure your 
records are accurate, contact your detailer with any questions or 
concerns!

Take a moment to scan the latest PERS-41 Newsletter and 
Community Brief available on the SWO MyNavyHR webpage.  
Find us on Facebook and check out our new YouTube videos on 
slating and the SWO career path.  Our career path is complex….
these short videos break it down into digestible chunks. 

The Surface Warfare team here in Millington works for you – the 
Fleet – and we are thrilled to serve in the world’s finest Surface 
Navy.  ALL AHEAD FLANK!

Summer was a very busy time for our chapter as we had a turnover 
of a few leadership positions, a social, SNA West Symposium, two 
SGLs, Meyer Hypersonics Week, and an awards ceremony for the 
graduating class. 

Leadership Turnover

The chapter welcomes CAPT Jeremy Gray (coming from command of 
USS MOBILE BAY (CG-53)) as our NPS Surface Warfare Chair and 
SNA Chapter Treasurer. 

We thank CAPT Dan Sunvold for the invaluable leadership and 
mentorship he has provided our community throughout his tenure as 
the previous Chair and Chapter Treasurer. 

The chapter also welcomes LT Madina Petashvili as our new vice 
president. Madina is a Computer Science student at NPS. 

SNA West Symposium

Members of the Monterey Chapter were fortunate enough to attend 
the SNA West National Symposium in August and set up a booth 
representing NPS. Attendees enjoyed the Symposium and found it to 
be a very valuable professional development experience. 

Distinguished Visitors, Community Events, and Socials

Secretary of the Navy Guest Lecture (SGL):

NPS hosted NPS alumnus RADM Douglas Small, Commander 
Information Warfare Systems Command on 14 July 2022. RADM 

Monterey
PRESIDENT: LT KATRINA  BERNAL, USN

Very Busy Summer at NPS
Small discussed Project Overmatch with NPS Students and Faculty 
at the Secret Level. 

NPS hosted Secretary of the Navy, Honorable Carlos Del Toro 
for a visit on 17 and 18 August 2022. During his visit, SECNAV 
conducted an SGL and attended a no-host social with the students 
and faculty at the Trident room.

LT Sarah Chama and CAPT Jeremy Gray representing NPS and Monterey 
SNA Chapter at SNA West in San Diego, CA in August 2022.
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Meyer Scholar Update: 

The Meyer Scholar program offers professional development 
opportunities for Surface Warriors at NPS. This quarter, Meyer 
Scholars attended a series of lectures on hypersonics topics. 

Meyer Scholars hosted a Hypersonics Week 15-18 August 2022. Our 
own Matt Albert was the POC for Intelligence Community Perspective 
on Hypersonic Missiles (TS/SCI), and several other SWOs attended 
the events including our VP, Madina Petashvili.

The topic for next quarter’s lecture series is to continue Hypersonics 
with a few additional topics on radar detection, prompt strike, and 
maneuvering reentry vehicles.

Socials:

Members from the Monterey Chapter of the Surface Navy Association 
organized a casual “no-host” social for the SWOs and SNA members 
and their families of NPS at the Dust Bowl Brewing Company’s Tap 
Depot (290 Figueroa St, Monterey, CA 93940) on 21 July 2022. The 
event was very successful and new incoming students got to interact 
with the “old goats” of NPS.

Congratulations to the Summer Quarter 2022 Awards Recipients

The AY22Q4 winner of the Surface Navy Association’s Award for 
Excellence in Surface Warfare Research was LT Violeta A. Lopez.  
She is one of several SWOs who was recognized at the Award 
Ceremony on 13SEP22 along with LT Matt Albert who was our 
previous chapter president.

1) The Surface Navy Association’s Award for Excellence in Surface 
Warfare Research - LT Violeta A. Lopez, USN

2) Louis D. Liskin Award for Excellence in Regional Security Studies 
- LT Matthew Albert, USN

3) First Command Military Leadership Award – LT Shawn 
Kavanagh, USN 

4) Chief of Naval Operations Award for Excellence in Operations 
Research - LT Miquel Mirano, USN

Fair Winds and Following Seas, Shipmates!

As another quarter comes to a close at the Naval Postgraduate 
School, we wish our SWO shipmates who are graduating on 
23SEP22 fair winds and following seas as they prepare to rejoin 
the fleet!

September 2022 graduating class members:

LT Albert, Matthew
LT Bubala, Casey
LT Cruz, Joanna
LT Dixon, Lowell
LT Edmond, Ashley
LT Kavanagh, Shawn
LT Klumprasert, Suluck
LT Lopez, Violeta
LT McFarland, John
LT Mirano, Miguel
LT Samonte, Marceneri
LT Webb, Nathaniel
LT Wellman, Zachary

Future Events

SNA Monterey and NPS planning is underway for a visit by RDML 
Cahill, CCSG 15, to NPS on 7 Nov 2022. A visit will include an 
SGL followed by a SWO social. It will be a great opportunity 
to receive mentorship from the flag officer responsible for the 
execution of COMPTUEX.

LT Sarah Chama receiving mentorship from Retired Fleet Master Chief JoAnn Ortloff at the SNA West Symposium in San Diego, CA in August 2022.
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SNA New London Chapter hosted an In-Person Cuttermen’s Call 
for the first time in 3 years. The chapter was ecstatic to host eleven 
separate “Cuttermen’s Call” events at the Coast Guard Academy 
from January 2022 through July 2022. These events represented the 
first time since COVID-19 struck in winter of 2020 that we were able 
to hold in-person events, and all participants clearly enjoyed being 
able to re-engage in fellowship, camaraderie, & sharing sea stories! 
The majority of the events coincided with convenings of the Command 
and Operations School’s Prospective CO/XO/Oinc/XPO course, and 
one event coincided with the Prospective Operations Officer course. 

These events took place at the beginning of each convening and 
allowed the local SNA chapter to promote the organization to all 
officers and enlisted heading to the fleet in command positions. 
Through the generous funding of SNA National, each event included 
a delicious & bountiful taco buffet, & participants enjoyed frosty 
beverages with shipmates past, present and future. In addition to 
officers (including RADM Kelly, CGA’s Superintendent) and enlisted 
attending the events, senior-year (1/c) cadets and officer candidates 
attended and were able to speak to future command cadre they 
would be working with in mere months in the fleet. Moreover, retired 
USCG officers (local SNA members) attended the events to provide 
insight and perspective on life beyond the Service, including VADM 
Sandra Stosz, former Superintendent of the Coast Guard Academy 
and author of the book “Breaking Ice & Breaking Glass; Leading in 

New London
PRESIDENT: CDR JOHN MCTAMNEY, USCG

Chapter hosted first in-person event in 3 years!
Uncharted Waters.” We were honored to have her join in on the 
conversation and share her stories and insights. The events were a 
resounding success and served to boost morale & promote a liking 
for the sea and its lore. The SNA New London Chapter officers 
thank our shipmates at SNA National for continuing to provide 
outstanding support in funding these meaningful events.

Welcome Aboard to the Newport Chapter’s new Naval War College 
Liaison Officers, LCDR Leigh Tate and CDR (Ret) Eric “Duke” Dukat, 
who’ve joined the team to expand our outreach to current students. 

Here in Newport we’ve been busy with multiple events over the last 
quarter, including No-Host Socials at the Naval Station’s Officers 
Club and Ragged Island Brewery! Participants included PXO 070, 
DHCs 267 and 268, ADOC 064, SWSC staff members, Naval 
War College students and professors, and various other commands. 
Our meetups have been key to reactivating the local chapter and 
developing new ties with the Rhode Island Committee for Veterans 
Affairs and the Navy League. We also supported the Welcome 
Week for NWC students arriving to Newport for the new academic 
year – a first in recent history, met with great discussions with the 
joint and international students interested in our professional interest 
group’s happenings and mission.

Newport
PRESIDENT: CAPT BRIAN MUTTY, USN

Reactivating the local chapter

The Newport chapter proudly displays their chapter flag at the August 
25th ADOC No-Host Social. Pictured Left to Right:  LT Jeff Bortz (Chapter 
Treasurer), LCDR Rebecca Conti-Vock (Chapter Social and Volunteer Chair), 
and Ginny Hanson (SNA Life Member and USN Retiree). 
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After several successful summer events, the San Diego Chapter is 
gearing up for Fall.  We are hosting our next SNA Warrior Join-
up this coming Thursday 27 October where we expect around 100 
Surface Warriors ranging from Ensigns in the current Basic Division 
Officer Course (BDOC) through local SWO Flag Officers – including 
Commander, Naval Surface Forces VADM Kitchener.  

August saw the completion of our two landmark annual events – the 
3rd Annual Waterfront Symposium and the Admiral Prout Memorial 
Scholarship Golf Tournament.  The two-day symposium featured a 
number of speakers and panels, with the first day focused on Coast 
Guard topics and the second day having a Navy focus, specifically 
on the theme of innovation and ingenuity.  The symposium wrapped 
up with a keynote address by VADM Kitchener and a reception in the 
exhibit tent.  Special thanks to all our attendees, our presenters, our 
exhibitors, Naval Base San Diego, and the tireless efforts of the SNA 
National staff to make this event a success!

The Prout golf tournament was also a success thanks to the hard 
work of our volunteers and our partners at the Anchor Scholarship 
Foundation.  We were able to bring together nearly a hundred 
golfers for a fun, scramble-format tournament at the Sea and Air 
Golf Course on Naval Air Station North Island.  The event raised 
much needed money for both the Prout Scholarship as well as the 

San Diego
PRESIDENT: CAPT JAMES HARNEY, USN

Anchor Scholarships, benefitting Surface Warriors and their 
families – thanks to all who supported this great event!

The Fall will hold even more exciting Chapter events – we are 
laying the groundwork for a dodgeball game to be held in the 
coming months.  Stay tuned to our Chapter website for more 
information on these events as they shape up!

Finally, we’d like to announce LCDR Matthew Martinez as our new 
Board Vice President! He has been relieved as Secretary by LCDR 
Matthew Clark who is currently serving aboard USS O’KANE 
(DDG 77) as her Plans and Tactics Officer. We also recently said 
goodbye to our USCG representative LT Keemiya Pourmonir 
after her successful tour in Command aboard USCGC HADDOCK 
(WPB-87347). We welcome her relief in HADDOCK LTJG Greg 
Burnham to the San Diego Chapter Board!

With all these exciting events approaching, please bookmark our 
site at http://chapter.navysna.org/new/san-diego/ and keep on 
the lookout for more information and instructions on how to attend 
our next events.

CDR Bruce Acton USN (Ret)
Mr. Daniel Ahern  

LT Charles Alcasid USN 
LT Matthew Bain USN 

CAPT Kristian Biggs USN (Ret)
CDR Tiffany Checca USN (Ret)

CAPT Scott Evertson USN (Ret)
LCDR Nathan Farish USN 

CAPT Christopher Farricker USN 
CAPT Joanne Fish USN (Ret)

CAPT Jeremy Gray USN 
LCDR Scott Hoard USN (Ret)
CAPT Paul Hogue USN (Ret)

CWO4 Arthur Mahony USN (Ret)
CAPT Jamie Murdock USN 

CAPT Henry Smith USN (Ret)
Maj Richard Stewart USMC (Ret)

DCCS(SW) Robert Thomas USN (Ret)
CDR Steven Welch USCG 

N E W  L I F E  M E M B E R S

N E W  T H R E E  Y E A R  M E M B E R S

LTJG Katherine Ackley USN 
CPO Shantelay Bolds USN 

OSC Kevin Boxer USN 
Mr. Gregory Brandsted  

CPO Shamia Briscoe USN 
LT Kumar Brunhart USCG 
LT Kurt Caminske USCG 

LT Victoria Castleberry USCG 
Ms. Michelle Catallo  

CTTC Joshua Catellier USN 
CPO Michael Clayton USN 

LTJG Justin Colf USN 
CPO William Covington USN 
CDR Andrew Dennelly USCG 

CAPT David Deuel USCG (Ret)
CPO Alex Diaz USN 
CPO Jose Diaz USN 

GSCS Wilkin Garcia USN 

CWO3 Leemelvin Gavino USCG 
Mr. Joseph Gioello  

SCPO Jeffrey Graham USN 
SCPO Joseph Heinlen USN 
CPO Matthew Johnson USN 

Ms. Cheryl Jordan  
LT Niki Kirchner-Hope USCG 
LT Samuel Krakower USCG 

LT Joshua Kreilich USN 
CPO Shawn Lewis USN 

LT Gary Lewis USN 
BMC Vincent Lookebill USN 

Mr. Christopher McGann  
ISC John Minor USN 

SCPO Larry Mitchell USN 
LT Donald Morrissey USN 

LCDR Travis Murray USCG 
CAPT Jeff Novak USCG 

LT Elvin Obellos USN 
DCCS Jacob O'Connell USN 
OSCS Michael Ojeda USN 

CPO Olga Olivo USN 
Ms. Megan Oswald  

SCPO Michael Pfaus USN 
HMC Rashanta Pippins USN 

LCDR Anne Rahall USN 
YNC Silvia Raya USN 

CAPT Michele Schallip USCG 
SCPO John Shubert USN 
ETC Thomas Sramer USN 
IT1 Joshua Starkey USCG 

LTJG Erin Towne USN 
CAPT Anthony Webber USN 
LCDR Jonathan Whitney USN 
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CAPT Troy Stoner, USN (Ret) 
Treasurer

CAPT David Lee, USN (Ret) 
Secretary

VADM Barry McCullough, USN (Ret) 
Immediate Past President

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
LCDR Jared Carlson, USN

CAPT Adam Chamie, USCG

CAPT Thomas Crowley, USN (Ret)

CAPT Janet Days, USN

CAPT Rick Easton, USN (Ret)

CAPT Mike Fierro, USN (Ret)

CDR Rosie Goscinski, USN

RADM Jeffrey Hathaway, USCG (Ret)

Mr. Andrew Hicks

VADM Mary Jackson, USN (Ret)

CAPT Jim Kirby, USN (Ret)

CDR Jamesrobert Koffi, USN
RDML Jon Kreitz, USN (Ret)

ABH2 Michael Little, USN (Ret)
CAPT Donna Looney, USN (Ret)

LCDR Daniel O'Neill, USN
FLTCM Richard O'Rawe, USN (Ret)

LT Keemiya Pourmonir, USCG
CMDCM Bernard Quibilan, USN (Ret)

RADM Mike Shatynski, USN (Ret)
LCDR John Singletary, USCG

FORCM Thomas Snee, USN (Ret)
CMDCC Devin Spencer, USCG (Ret)

LCDR Andrew Stafford, USN
CAPT Robert Warner, USN (Ret)

LCDR David Zieroth, USN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CAPT William Erickson, USN (Ret)

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
CAPT Edward Lundquist, USN (Ret)

OFFICERS

ADM Arleigh Burke, USN (Ret) 
Honorary Chairman 1987-1996

ADM Vern Clark, USN (Ret) 
Chairman of the Board

VADM Richard Hunt, USN (Ret) 
President

VADM Ronald Route, USN (Ret) 
Vice President - West Coast

FLTCM(AW/SW) JoAnn Ortloff, USN 
(Ret) 
Vice President - West Coast

VADM Hank Giffin III, USN (Ret) 
Vice President - East Coast

MCPOG Charles "Skip" Bowen, 
USCG (Ret) 
Vice President - East Coast

N A T I O N A L  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

GREAT LAKES 
Vacant

GULF COAST 
CAPT Thomas Daniel, USN (Ret) 

HAMPTON ROADS 
CAPT Jaime Murdock, USN

KEY WEST 
CDR Grant Thomas, USCG

MAYPORT/JACKSONVILLE 
CDR Wade Smith, USN

MIAMI/FT. LAUDERDALE 
Vacant

MID-SOUTH (Memphis, TN) 
CAPT Jeffrey Heames, USN

MONTEREY BAY 
LT Katrina Bernal, USN

NATIONAL CUTTERMEN 
CAPT John Driscoll, USCG

NEWPORT 
CAPT Brian Mutty, USN

NEW LONDON 
CDR Justin VandenHeuvel USCG

NEW YORK 
CAPT David Rewkowski, USN

PEARL HARBOR 
CAPT Ken Athans, USN

PHILADELPHIA 
RADM Joseph Hare, USNR (Ret)

PUGET SOUND 
CAPT Timothy Long, USN

SAN DIEGO 
CAPT James Harney, USN

SASEBO 
Vacant

TAMPA BAY 
CAPT Jim McTigue, USN (Ret)

WASHINGTON, D.C 
CAPT Dave Stoner, USN

YOKOSUKA 
CAPT Walter Mainor, USN

ANNAPOLIS 
CAPT John Tobin, USN

ARABIAN GULF 
CAPT Robert Francis, USN

BATH, MAINE 
CDR Kelly Craft, USN

BATTLESHIP IOWA 
RADM Mike Shatynski, USN (Ret)

BAY AREA 
CAPT Brian Krautler, USCG

CHARLESTON 
CAPT Clinton Carlson, USCG

CONSTITUTION 
CAPT Bill Mauser, USNR (Ret)

DAHLGREN 
CDR Ernest Swauger, USN (Ret)

DOUGLAS MUNRO ANACOSTIA 
CDR Kellee Nolan, USCG

GAETA/NAPLES 
CAPT Christopher Gilbertson, USN

C H A P T E R  P R E S I D E N T S
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GREAT LAKES 
communications@navysna.org

GULF COAST 
CAPT Thomas Daniel, USN (Ret)
communications@navysna.org

HAMPTON ROADS 
CAPT Robert Warner, USN (Ret) 

warnerrs@aol.com

KEY WEST 
LT Andrew Russo, USCG
andrew.j.russo@uscg.mil

MAYPORT/JACKSONVILLE 
LT Linzie Bogan, USN  

linzie.f.bogan.mil@navy.mil

MIAMI/FT. LAUDERDALE 
communications@navysna.org

MID-SOUTH (Memphis, TN) 
LT Charles Klatt, USN 

charles.s.klatt@navy.mil

MONTEREY BAY 
LT Katrina Bernal, USN 

katrina.bernal@nps.edu

NATIONAL CUTTERMEN 
CAPT John Driscoll, USCG 

communications@navysna.org

NEWPORT 
newportsna@gmail.com

NEW LONDON 
CDR John McTamney, USCG 
john.m.mctamney@uscg.mil

NEW YORK 
CAPT David Rewkowski, USN 
david.rewkowski@gmail.com

PEARL HARBOR 
CAPT Ken Athens, USN 

communications@navysna.org

PHILADELPHIA 
RADM Joseph Hare, USNR (Ret) 

communications@navysna.org

PUGET SOUND 
CAPT Timothy Long, USN 
timothy.j.long@navy.mil

SAN DIEGO 
CAPT Pat Marvil, USN (Ret) 

pmarvil@sbcglobal.net 

SASEBO 
surfacenavysasebo@gmail.com

TAMPA BAY 
CAPT Jim McTigue, USN (Ret) 

jjmctigue@msn.com

WASHINGTON, D.C 
communications@navysna.org

YOKOSUKA 
LTJG Asa Calloway, USN 

asa.calloway@fe.navy.mil

ANNAPOLIS 
LT Kameron Murrell, USN 
kmurrell@usna.edu

ARABIAN GULF 
LT Theodore Miller, USN 
theodore.miller@me.navy.mil

BATH, MAINE 
CDR David Patch, USN (Ret) 
dapatch@roadrunner.com

BATTLESHIP IOWA 
RADM Mike Shatynski, USN (Ret) 
communications@navysna.org

BAY AREA 
LCDR Christopher Klein, USCG 
Christopher.j.klein@uscg.mil

CHARLESTON 
CAPT Timothy Sommella USCG 
timothy.c.sommella@uscg.mil

CONSTITUTION 
CAPT Ramon O’Hara, USNR (Ret) 
compassrose032@gmail.com

DAHLGREN 
CDR Ernest Swauger, USN (Ret) 
swauger@usa.net

DOUGLAS MUNRO ANACOSTIA 
CDR Phillip Crigler, USCG (Ret) 
phillip.a.crigler@gmail.com

GAETA/NAPLES 
LCDR Isaiah Stokes, USN 
communications@navysna.org

M E M B E R S H I P  P O I N T S  O F  C O N T A C T



HISTORY OF SNA
Surface Navy Association (SNA) was incorporated in 1985 to promote greater coordination and communication 
among those in the military, business, and academic communities who share a common interest in Surface War-
fare while supporting the activities of Surface Naval Forces.

MISSION
We are an Association at the center of Surface Warfare. We provide our members support, programs, & various 
activities that enable professional growth, personal satisfaction, and camaraderie.

PURPOSE
• Recognizing the continuing contributions of the United States Navy & Coast Guard’s Surface Forces in regards 

to the security of the United States

• Showcasing professional excellence within the Surface Naval Forces

• Dealing with the challenges that are faced as Surface Naval Forces in regards to National Security

• Nurturing communication among military, academic, and business communities

• Enhancing and Preserving the Heritage of Surface Naval Forces

• Providing forums on professional matters affecting Surface Naval Forces and the United States Navy and 
Coast Guard

If you would like to submit an article or have any suggestions please email us at sitrep@navysna.org!
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