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Trident Juncture 2018 Stresses 
Collective Defense of NATO Alliance
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

“This is what ‘right’ looks like” - Gen Robert Neller, USMC

Fifty thousand military personnel from NATO and partner countries 
took part in Exercise Trident Juncture 2018 to test the alliance’s 
ability to repel an attack on a member nation.  The exercise, which 
ran from Oct. 25 to Nov. 7, included 150 aircraft, 65 ships and 
10,000 vehicles, and took place primarily in Norway.  Trident 
Juncture, followed an “Article 5” collective defense scenario.  NATO’s 
Article 5 states that an attack on a member is an attack on the entire 
alliance, and the alliance will respond to defend its members.

NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg and other NATO leaders 
took every opportunity to state that Trident Juncture 2018 was a 
defensive exercise.  “NATO is a defensive Alliance, and all nations 
have the right to exercise their own forces.  We are exercising on 
NATO territory in Norway, and are exercising with our close partners, 
Finland and Sweden.  We are transparent about what we do.  This is 
a long-time planned exercise.  We used the NATO-Russia Council to 
brief Russia on the exercise, and we have invited observers from the 
OSCE to observe the exercise.  They can talk to the soldiers, the troops 
participating in the exercise.  They can conduct overflights and they 
will also be briefed on the scenario of the exercise.  NATO always 
invites observers to our exercises.  Russia has not invited international 
observers to any exercise since the end of the Cold War.”  

But, he also said, that we have not witnessed a return to the Cold 
War. “We are not in a Cold War situation, but we are exercising 
collective Defense, because that’s the core task for NATO, to show 
that we have the resolve, that we have the capabilities, that we have 
the will to defend all Allies.”

Stoltenberg said the times have changed.  “During the Cold War, 
you had two military blocs confronting each other, the Warsaw Pact 
and NATO.  You had hundreds of thousands of combat-ready troops 
on both sides, along the east/west border in Europe.  You don’t have 
anything similar to that today. “

Russia claimed the exercises were intended to intimidate and scare, 
although no mention was made of their own recent military drills 
involving 300,000 personnel, as well as Chinese troops.  

Speaking on state-run RT television, a former senior military official, 
Lt. Gen. Valery Zaparenko, said Trident Juncture is really preparation 
for a large-scale armed conflict in regions bordering with the Russian 
Federation.  

While NATO’s exercise was transparent and avoided aggressive 
actions aimed at Russia, on Nov. 5 a Russian Sukhoi Su-27 fighter jet 
conducted a high speed pass directly in front of a U.S. Navy EP-3 
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Aries aircraft flying in international airspace over the Black Sea.  
A U.S. Sixth Fleet statement said the Su-27 put the U.S. Navy 
aircrew at risk.  The Su-27 made a second pass and blasted the 
EP-3 with its afterburners when it pulled away.

Minister of Defense of Norway Frank Bakke-Jensen said it made 
sense that Allied forces were training in the harsh weather and 
rugged terrain of Norway.   “That’s why we have troops from the 
US, UK, Germany, Dutch troops, on a rotational basis, we don’t 
have them on a permanent basis, but they are here on a rotational 
basis to exercise with our troops.  

Trident Juncture included the USS Harry S. Truman carrier strike 
group, as well as about 700 U.S. Marines who have been on a 
scheduled rotational deployment to central and northern Norway 
since early 2017.  Truman was the first carrier to operate above 
the Arctic Circle since the end of the Cold War when USS America 
took part in Exercise North Star in 1991. 

Bakke-Jensen said membership in the NATO Alliance is the 
cornerstone of Norway’s security.  “Being a responsible and 
credible ally is of great importance to us.  We invest in 
transatlantic security.  We take our responsibility seriously.  We 
remain committed to do our share in the Alliance.”

Trident Juncture 18 offered a great opportunity for Norway to 
train and exercise its ability to receive and handle a large number 
of troops and equipment from abroad and operate collectively 
with allies and partners.  “It will also test Norway’s total Defense 
concept, because it involves several civilian authorities,” he said.  
“Exercising in our challenging climate and our rugged terrain gives 
us confidence that we are better prepared to operate in the North 
and operate together.  Collective Defense and deterrence was 
the founding principle of the Alliance.  Demonstrating the member 
countries’ ability and will to defend each other is deterrence in 
practice.  With all 29 NATO members participating, as well as our 
partners from Sweden and Finland, the exercise sends a strong 
message of unity.  We stand together.”

As part of the effort to bring combat equipment to the fight, the 
U.S. Navy’s prepositioning ship USNS 1st Lt. Baldomero Lopez (T-
AK 3010) sailed from Diego Garcia to Norway, a voyage of more 
than 9,000 nm, where her cargo of vehicles and equipment was 
offloaded.

Lopez is a Bobo-class maritime prepositioning ship designed to 
carry equipment, containers, and supplies to support a Marine Air 
Ground Task Force (MAGTF).  It is capable of discharging its cargo 
via Roll-on/Roll-off (RO/RO) or Lift-on/Lift-off (LO/LO) methods 
utilizing Navy lighterage craft.  She is assigned to Commander, 
Maritime Prepositioning Ships Squadron (COMPSRON) TWO 
stationed in Diego Garcia, British Indian Ocean Territory.  

The 9,000 nautical mile transit took about 30 days from DGAR to 
Lisbon where the Marine Corps offload preparation party met the 
ship.  From Lisbon the ship transited to Hammernsodden, Norway 
to conduct a RO/RO offload and onload of equipment before 
transiting to north of the Arctic Circle where they conducted 
operations.

“That we’re able to move thousands of tons of equipment, 
thousands of soldiers, supplies, and we do that to prevent conflict,” 
Stoltenberg said.  “If there is any doubt about our ability, our 
resolve, our will to protect Allies, then we risk that a potential 
adversary misunderstands, miscalculates, and uses force.”
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A Navy air-cushioned landing craft conducts ship-to-shore operations with 
the USS Iwo Jima in the Norwegian Sea, Oct. 29, 2018, as part of Trident 
Juncture, a NATO training exercise.

In a press conference with Norwegian Defense Minister Frank Bakke-Jensen, 
Mr. Stoltenberg said: “We train to send a clear message to our own nations, 
and to anyone who might want to challenge us: NATO is ready and NATO 
is able to protect all Allies against any threat.” The Secretary General also 
stressed the defensive and transparent nature of Trident Juncture. He noted 
that all members of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 
have been invited to send observers, saying: “NATO Allies respect the letter 
and the spirit of our international commitments.” 

NORWEGIAN SEA (Nov. 7, 2018) An MV-22 Osprey, attached to Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 365, prepares to land on the amphibious 
assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) during exercise Trident Juncture 2018. 
Trident Juncture is a NATO-led exercise designed to certify NATO response 
forces and develop interoperability among participating NATO allied and 
partner nations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd 
Class Lyle Wilkie)



According to the commander of NATO’s Joint Forces Command, U.S. 
Navy Adm. Jamie Foggo, Trident Juncture is designed to ensure that 
NATO forces are trained and ready. “Let me emphasize that this is 
an exercise. This is for training, but it is real because the lessons we 
learned are very real and they’ll benefit us in our desire to become 
more resilient and stronger together as an alliance.”

The exercise wasn’t about winning or losing, Foggo said, but providing 
opportunities to stress the forces involved in ways they would need 
to respond in an actual contingency, and the ability of the nations to 
bring forces together.

At the core of the exercise is the NATO Response Force, 5,000-plus 
people strong. “We’re going to demonstrate the ability to move that 
force quickly,” said Foggo.

The speed with which it moved troops and war equipment to Norway 
from 29 countries, “sends a message to Russians, or anybody else that 
might want to encroach on the sovereignty of any of our members,” 
Foggo said.  

“The battle was won on the very first day, when 50,000 troops 
showed up,” Foggo said.

Phase Zero

TJ18 is a Phase Zero demonstration where the NATO forces are 
divided in half.  “We have forces to the north and south, and we are 
going to play offense for a few days, which we’re currently on, and 
then they play offense for a few days and we will be on defense.  It’s 
a chance to improve our interoperability and integration, and honing 
skill sets,” Skillman said.  “But there’s nobody who’s playing ‘the bad 
guy,’ and nobody is playing ‘the good guy.’” 

Rear Adm. Brad Skillman, commander of Expeditionary Strike Group 
Two, which included the USS Iwo Jima Expeditionary Strike Group, 
praised his Norwegian hosts.  

“The Norwegian mine warfare forces cleared the area for us.  That 
was all very professionally done.  It doesn’t look like their forces are 
very large, but they’re very good and capable and they understand 
the environment. You see that they’re a real ally, and that if you 
operate up here, their capabilities are significant. They are very 
good mariners who have a lot of pride in what they do.  They really 
know their business and we’re in their backyard and they have it 
wired.”

Prior to arriving in Norwegian waters, the amphibious landing 
rehearsal in Iceland was cancelled due to bad weather, and Little 
Creek-based USS Gunston Hall and her landing craft sustained 
minor damaged in heavy seas.

A Marine rifle company’s vehicles were transferred to USS New York, 
and the Marines flew ahead to Norway to meet up with their gear.

Skillman said it was a variable that created an unexpected training 
opportunity.  “We looked at it as battle damage.  We had to adjust 
our plans, reconfigure, reset, and maximize what we have.”

Skillman’s previous assignment was deputy and chief of staff at the 
NATO Joint Warfare Center in Stavanger, Norway, which designed 
the Trident Juncture exercise that he was now participating in.

Paralleling the Trident Juncture live exercise, JWC conducted a 
simultaneous Computer-Assisted Command Post Exercise (CAX/CPX) 
to train command and control procedures of NATO Response Force 
2019 (NRF19).  
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BYNESET, Norway (Oct. 30, 2018) NATO joint forces participate in a 
simulated amphibious assault during the exercise Trident Juncture 18 joint-
capability demonstration near Byneset, Norway, Oct. 30, 2018. Trident 
Juncture, a NATO-led exercise, hosted by Norway, will include around 
50,000 personnel from NATO countries, as well as Finland and Sweden, 
and will test NATO’s collective response to an armed attack against one 
ally, invoking Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty. (U.S. Navy photo by 
Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Jonathan Nelson/Released) 

TRONDHEIM, Norway (Nov. 3, 2018) Adm. James G. Foggo III, commander 
of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa and Allied Joint Force Command Naples, 
uses the shipboard announcement system to speak to the crew aboard the 
Blue Ridge-class command and control ship USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20) 
in Trondheim, Norway, Nov. 3, 2018. Mount Whitney, forward-deployed to 
Gaeta, Italy, is participating in multilateral exercise Trident Juncture . (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class James R. Turner)

NORWEGIAN SEA (Nov. 1, 2018) Landing craft air cushion 84, assigned 
to Assault Craft Unit 4 and attached to the San Antonio-class amphibious 
transport dock ship USS New York (LPD 21), transits the Norwegian Sea, 
Nov. 1, 2018. New York is participating in exercise Trident Juncture 2018. 
(U.S. Navy photo by Aviation Boatswain’s Mate (Handling) 3rd Class Lydon 
Schwartz)



What “right” looks like

Commandant of the Marine Corps Robert Neller watched Marines—
with their weapons and gear—in the hangar deck aboard USS Iwo 
Jima (LHD 7) as they prepared to go ashore by way of LCACs, V-22 
Osprey tiltrotors and CH-53E Super Stallion helicopters.  

While Iwo Jima was conducting her assault in Alvund Fjord, USS New 
York was sending Marines ashore with amphibious assault vehicles.  

As the Marines in the camouflage face paint prepared to board 
the landing craft aircraft, Neller said he was more worried about 
the weather than opposition ashore.  “The weather can beat you as 
much as any other adversary. It’s not that cold yet, but it’s harder 
now because you get in the rain and the wind, and it’s worse than 
just snow.  When it’s really cold, you just have to worry about staying 
warm. You don’t have to worry as much about staying dry.”

The exercise was building confidence, Neller said. “We have a 
captain as company commander who is probably in his late 20s and 
a first sergeant is in his early 30s, and they are the two oldest and 
most experienced Marines.  They’re going to go take these Marines 
and their corpsmen ashore to experience something that most of 
them probably have never experienced before.  They’re going to 
operate in a foreign country in an exercise where the terrain and the 
weather are going to test them.”

For Neller, it was gratifying to see the Navy-Marine Corps team 
together at sea.  

“This is what we’re supposed to do—a naval force from the sea, air, 
and land,” Neller said.  “This is what ‘right’ looks like.” 
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NORWEGIAN SEA (Oct. 31, 2018) Rear Adm. Brad Skillman, commander of 
Expeditionary Strike Group 2, left, and Adm. James G. Foggo III, commander 
of U.S. Naval Forces Europe-Africa and Allied Joint Force Command Naples, 
talk in the hangar bay aboard the Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS 
Iwo Jima (LHD 7) during exercise Trident Juncture 2018, Oct. 31, 2018. 
Trident Juncture is a NATO-led exercise designed to certify NATO response 
forces and develop interoperability among participating NATO allied and 
partner nations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist Seaman 
Apprentice Travis Baley)
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NORWEGIAN SEA (Oct. 31, 2018) Commandant of the Marine Corps 
Gen. Robert B. Neller speaks to Marines assigned to the 24th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit in the hangar bay aboard the Wasp-class amphibious 
assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) during exercise Trident Juncture 2018, 
Oct. 31, 2018. Trident Juncture is a NATO-led exercise designed to certify 
NATO response forces and develop interoperability among participating 
NATO allied and partner nations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication 
Specialist Seaman Apprentice Travis Baley)

NORWEGIAN SEA (Oct. 31, 2018) An MV-22B Osprey, attached to Marine 
Medium Tiltrotor Squadron (VMM) 365 (Reinforced), takes off from the 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7) while the Royal 
Norwegian Navy Skjold-Class fast patrol boat HNoMS Storm (P961), left, 
patrols the Alvund Fjord during exercise Trident Juncture 2018, Oct. 31, 
2018. Trident Juncture is a NATO-led exercise designed to certify NATO 
response forces and develop interoperability among participating NATO 
allies and partner nations. (U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication 
Specialist David Holmes)

NORWAY (Oct. 31, 2018) Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. 
Robert B. Neller observes Marines participating in Trident Juncture 18 
aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima (LHD 7), Oct. 31, 2018. 
Trident Juncture 18 is a NATO-led exercise hosted by Norway, including 
approximately 50,000 personnel from NATO countries, as well as Finland 
and Sweden, to test NATO’s collective response to a military attack against 
an ally. (U.S. Marine Corps photo by Sgt. Olivia G. Ortiz)
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The PCs, WPBs and MCMs are relatively old.

Correct, and they are operating a lot.  There’s a proposal to 
replace the WPBs with the Coast Guard’s new Fast Response Cutter.  
But keeping these older platforms going has some challenges.  
The heat’s a factor out here, too. It’s tough on equipment. The 
higher seawater injection temperatures make the AC plants work 
harder, for example. And that’s something that just comes with the 
territory. The water temperature is very warm, and it’s prone to 
a lot of sea growth.  With the biofouling, you have to clean your 
seawater systems more often.  They’ve got to lean into it, more so 
than in places like Norfolk or San Diego where the water is cooler.  
Altogether it necessitates a little longer time in shipyard periods to 
get some maintenance done.  We’ve gotten after the maintenance 
and the needles are starting to point in a good direction there 
because of some great work by our waterfront team led by our 
Task Force Commanders and Surface Squadron FIVE.

Do you find that the ships that are coming to you from CONUS 
are certified, qualified, and ready to go and do whatever the 
mission is that you have for them here?

We do. Each ship is different, of course.  But they all have to 
meet the training standard to certify for deployment. And we’ve 
tinkered with that a little bit since the Comprehensive Review 
was completed.   Our SWO Bosses, Vice Adm. Brown and Rear 
Adm. Wilson, have been central to making these adjustments to 
our pre-deployment training.  And we never stop training, either.  
For example, all of the amphibious ready groups that come here 
will conduct what we call TACR – Theater Amphibious Combat 
Rehearsal, which takes place off Djibouti.  We’ve got some great 

U.S. 5th Fleet is Preserving the Free 
Flow of Commerce and Freedom of 
Navigation Through Critical 
Chokepoints
An interview with RDML Paul Schlise, USN 
Deputy Commander, Naval Forces Central Command/
Fifth Fleet/Combined Maritime Forces

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

Rear Admiral Paul J. Schlise, USN
Deputy Commander, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command

How would you describe your mission?

Strategically, the U.S. 5th Fleet is preserving the free flow of 
commerce and freedom of navigation through critical chokepoints. 
The Strait of Hormuz is a huge throughput point for about a third of 
the world’s daily oil production. It’s less through the Bab el-Mandeb 
strait between the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. But the vast 
majority of the oil flowing through the Strait of Hormuz goes to Asia. 
The U.S. 5th Fleet is here to maintain that free flow of international 
commerce through those straits and chokepoints.  That’s why we’re 
here and on watch 24/7/365.  It’s a team effort.  The Commander 
of U.S. Naval Forces Central Command is also Commander U.S. 5th 
Fleet and Commander Combined Maritime Forces.  The CTF 150, 
151, 152 commanders come under the CMF.   It’s the first time that 
all three task forces are commanded by the GCC (Gulf Cooperation 
Council countries). The Kuwaitis have 151, the Saudis have 150; and 
the Kuwait Coast Guard has 152, the Maritime Security Task Force 
inside the Arabian Gulf.

What forces do you have to carry out that mission?

Most of the naval forces available to 5th Fleet are rotational.  
We get ships and aircraft squadrons from both the east and west 
coast, including carrier strike groups, amphibious ready groups, and 
rotational P-3 Orion maritime patrol aircraft squadrons—we’ll get 
the P-8 Poseidon next year.  And then we get some independent 
players.  There is an enduring requirement for ballistic missile defense 
capable DDGs here, so we get those on a rotational basis and they 
will typically come without a strike group.  When we get a carrier 
strike group, it will typically bring about four escorts, including guided 
missile cruisers and destroyers, and we put them to good use. Some 
of them will stay with the carrier, and some will spread out and do 
other business around the theater. USS The Sullivans is an example of 
a multi-mission ship, providing ballistic missile defense for the region, 
while also escorting USS Essex as the amphibious assault ship flying 
F-35 missions in Afghanistan.  That’s the beauty of the multi-mission 
ship, doing a lot of different things on any given day.  We have our 
Bahrain home-ported force of ten PCs; four MCMs; and six Coast 
Guard WPBs – which are 110-foot Coast Guard cutters.  They’re 
super capable.  We keep all those ships really busy. 

So these smaller combatants have an outsized mission in the 
region. 

They are experts in interactions with the local fishing boats and dhows 
that are trading in the Gulf.  When we talk about our interactions with 
the Iranians, they know just how to do their business out there.  Our 
crews live here and they’re out interacting with them on practically 
a daily basis.  



relationships with the Djiboutian Armed Forces down there, and they 
help us out a lot. During the transit, the Marines may have done a 
lot of PT and cleaned their weapons, but they haven’t honed their 
amphibious warfare skills.  The TACR sharpens their amphibious 
war fighting skill sets, and resets all their clocks. They get all the 
vehicles out, all the aircraft, and get everything ashore for a full-on 
amphibious assault. There’s live-fire associated with it.  It’s a soup-
to-nuts amphibious training exercise with both sea and air-based 
assaults.  We also have training exercises for the surface combatants 
that deploy here.  Our DDGs and cruisers are involved with these all 
the time – from supporting our fellow component commanders during 
air- and missile-defense exercises, to full-spectrum surface warfare 
training exercises with our coalition partners from all around the 
region.

Your Coast Guard assets bring some unique capabilities.

Most ships deployed to the region will have a week-long Mid 
Deployment Voyage Repair, often here in Bahrain.  This week in-
port offers another unique opportunity for training.  We’ve got great 
Coast Guard expertise here for VBSS training.  Ship’s boarding 
teams are able to practice boarding with a real dhow maintained in 
a warehouse, which they refer to as the ‘boat in a box.’  Whatever 
VBSS skills the ships have gotten through the training pipeline, this 
Coast Guard-led training makes them better.  This training pays off.  
USS Jason Dunham was recently doing an approach and assist visit 
on a dhow.  Their helo was up, and discovered a skiff alongside the 
dhow, and they observed them passing things back and forth.  The 
helo observed this visually with their sensors, and the ship did an 
approach and assist on the dhow.  There was nothing unusual to see 
there. Then they went and chased down this skiff and, sure enough, 
a cache of weapons was found.  That skiff appeared to be headed 
for the Yemeni coast. It was great teamwork by the ship and helo 
team on Dunham.

Our CMF partners do a lot of the interdiction mission here.  They’ve 
got a lot of success stories –more so with drugs than with weapons, 
although we are re-emphasizing weapons interdiction.
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Piracy was a big issue several years ago.  Is it still a mission?

The multinational CTF 151 counter-piracy mission continues– 
currently led by Kuwait, which just took over from Singapore.  
There really hasn’t been any recent successful piracy attacks, but 
that in its own right is a success story.  I’m fairly convinced, if we 
were to let our guard down, we’d start to see it again.  CTF 151 
is a great hedge against piracy picking up again.

Piracy isn’t the problem it was several years ago.  There are some 
sporadic attempts.  But the fact that CTF 151 is out there on the 
beat is a great deterrent against piracy becoming a problem 
again. It’s a pretty good success story.

There are some politically charged issues between some of 
the countries in the region.  I imagine that requires a tactful 
approach.

As professional military officers, we like to keep all of the 
discussions outside the political and diplomatic realm, and just talk 
to each other as fellow Sailors and military officers.  Vice Adm. 
Stearney had close relationships with all his counterparts in the 
region: We’re all interested in maritime security for the region, and 
all these countries depend on those chokepoints I talked about, to 
buy and sell their commodities and products on the international 
market, so it’s in everyone’s interest to keep them open and keep 
commerce flowing freely through them. 

You have some Military Sealift Command ships in your AOR, 
including the new EPF—the expeditionary fast transport. Has 
it been useful?

The EPF is not a warship, but in the absence of other capability, 
we’ve been able to employ that ship in a variety of roles.  The 
speed is phenomenal, and it’s a great platform for moving people 
and equipment around theater.  Our EOD expeditionary force is 
moving around the theater all the time supporting various missions, 
and EPF is a great way to get them where they need to go with all 
of their gear, as just one example.  EPF is a unique capability that 
we didn’t have before.
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ARABIAN GULF (Feb. 21, 2018) Rear Adm. Paul Schlise, Deputy Commander of 
U.S. Navy Central Command, eats with Sailors in the mess decks of the aircraft 
carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN 71). The Theodore Roosevelt Carrier 
Strike Group is deployed to the U.S. 5th Fleet Area of Operations in support 
of maritime security operations to reassure allies and partners and preserve 
the freedom of navigation and the free flow of commerce in the region. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class Spencer Roberts)

BAHRAIN (July 16, 2017) Rear Adm. Pail Schlise, Deputy Commander of 
Naval Forces Central Command, speaks to a multinational group of senior 
enlisted leaders during the Combined Joint Maritime Enlisted Leadership 
Development Program.  ELDP is designed to instill and improve enlisted 
leadership attributes; allowing senior enlisted leaders to operate more 
effectively with commander’s intent to make sound and ethical decisions, 
anticipate, communicate and mitigate risk while conducting joint operations. 
(U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Victoria 
Kinney)



Six years ago, the USS IOWA proudly arrived at her new home, the Port 
of Los Angeles.  Credit: Michael Justice
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another by these three critical benefits of the Surface Navy.

Public awareness matters to the Surface Navy and sea services 
community for two major reasons.

1. Congressional Support.  Historic naval ships and related 
events educate taxpayers and their congressional 
representatives on the importance of our sea services to 
maintain international trade and provide support in the 
event of a major humanitarian crisis such as the hurricanes 
that devastated Puerto Rico, Houston, and, most recently, the 
Florida Panhandle.  Of note, the Gallup survey at the first 
Fleet Week in Los Angeles in 2016 found that an eye-opening 
90% of the hundreds of thousands of visitors would support 
more funding for the Navy because of their experiences at 
LA Fleet Week.

2. Recruiting and the “Legacy Cycle”.  This topic is multi-
dimensional and requires an in-depth and honest conversation 
on how to diversify the recruiting pool.  More and more, 
recruits are legacies that have a close family member who 
served in the military.  Clearly, it is critically important to 
educate the public on the role of the Surface Navy to increase 
the interest and desire to serve in the sea services.  Notably, 
in the same Gallup survey in 2016, 80% of LA Fleet Week 
visitors were more likely to recommend serving in the Navy to 
someone they knew.

As the CEO of the Battleship IOWA Museum and the President 
of LA Fleet Week, I passionately believe in providing a conduit 
between the Navy and civilian communities to build public 
awareness.  This is why we at the Battleship IOWA Museum are 
preparing to transition into the National Museum of the Surface 
Navy.  It is the right thing to do for a ship museum that is a “Top 

The Future of the Surface Navy 
Depends on Public Awareness and the 
National Museum of the Surface Navy
BY JONATHAN WILLIAMS

Little did I know that, 18 years ago, my life would drastically 
change with a simple visit to an iconic Surface Navy ship with my 
grandfather, Ernest Thompson.  In 1937, my grandfather joined 
the U.S. Navy after growing up in Americus, GA during the Great 
Depression.  The Navy gave him opportunity and a future, something 
that didn’t exist for many Americans in the 30’s.  He served aboard 
the USS Tennessee and left the Navy in 1941 to settle down in the Los 
Angeles area.  After World War II broke out, he finished his duties for 
the local power authority and rejoined the Navy as a Water Tender 
First Class.  His assignment was the newly built USS Missouri located 
at the New York Naval Shipyard.  He served aboard the Battleship 
MISSOURI through the end of WWII and had enough points to return 
to Los Angeles to live out the rest of his life.

Experiencing the impact on my grandfather’s life first hand with a 
simple visit to “his” ship in 2000 forever changed my perception 
on service and the Surface Navy.   At the time, I was working on 
building a little “.com” company and was desperately searching 
for balance in life through volunteering.  It was not too long after 
returning from this life-altering experience that I heard that the USS 
Iowa was moving to the Suisun Bay Reserve Fleet.  I found my calling 
when fate led me to volunteer to save the Battleship IOWA for her 
veterans and their families, so they could experience what I did with 
my grandfather.

After 11 years of working on the San Francisco, Mare Island, and 
Los Angeles efforts, the Navy awarded the IOWA to our group in Los 
Angeles.  In a wonderful coincidence, she was placed in the Port of 
Los Angeles, the same port that my grandfather called home aboard 
the USS Tennessee and where he met my grandmother prior to the 
war.  In the final years of his life, he became a museum crew member 
aboard IOWA. We built a connection as friends and I will forever 
be grateful for being able to spend 16 precious years of his life as 
“shipmates”.  I experienced service through his sailor stories; most 
importantly he taught me why our Surface Navy mattered to the 
future of our country and the world.

Unfortunately, over the past years, public awareness of the sea 
services has slipped away into a dark abyss.  World War II to today’s 
generations has become the Civil War to our generations.  At age 
43, I may be one of the youngest leaders of a museum ship in the 
Historic Naval Ships Association and quite possibly the Fleet Week 
community.  This greatly concerns me, as we will see historic ships 
head to the scrapyards, military recruiting becomes more difficult, 
and our sea services’ capabilities to respond diminish.

Why does this all matter?  A large percentage of our population 
doesn’t understand why our Surface Navy and sea services are 
critically important to the future of our country.  Existing awareness 
platforms tend to communicate internally vs. externally or, quite 
simply, the Navy community is great at communicating with themselves.  
The reality is that the Surface Navy is vital to the future of American 
society to protect free trade, provide humanitarian assistance, and 
maintain international relations. These are critical components to 
society as we know it and all of society is touched in one way or 
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Angeles provides the perfect platform for the National Museum 
of the Surface Navy.

Jonathan Williams is President & CEO, Battleship IOWA Museum; 
President, LA Fleet Week and President, Historic Naval Ships 
Association

Jonathan Williams and Ernest Thompson remember the 65th anniversary of 
the end of WWII aboard USS Missouri.

10” regional attraction, ranked in TripAdvisor as the 5th most 
popular museum out of 135 and the 6th most popular attraction 
out of 555 in Los Angeles.  There is no better venue for the Surface 
Navy than an iconic battleship located at the busiest Port complex 
in the United States and in a city known as a year-round tourism 
destination.  The IOWA has become the centerpiece of a rapidly 
redeveloping LA waterfront.  It is a location that gives the Surface 
Navy an opportunity to connect to the public and is within a 2-hour 
drive of the Navy’s largest fleet concentration.  Already, the IOWA 
has hosted numerous Surface Navy outings and events aboard the 
ship.  

The National Museum of the Surface Navy at the Battleship IOWA 
will be much more than just a ship museum, it will be a community-
oriented museum focused on raising awareness on the importance 
of the Surface Navy’s role in international relations and American 
culture.  The IOWA herself will be the most important artifact in 
the national museum.  Plans for the new national museum aboard 
and ashore include exhibits highlighting the past and future role 
of the Surface Navy, education programs using Next Generation 
Science Standards, and a “Veterans Center” to provide programs 
and services which lead to a successful civilian transition for military 
service members.  

It is time for the Surface Navy community to finally be represented 
for their important role to our country and the world.  Now more 
than ever, the Navy needs the story of the Surface Navy to be told 
to the American people.  The Battleship IOWA in the Port of Los 
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The Battleship IOWA Museum is now a community anchor and is driving 
redevelopment on the LA waterfront.

More than 35,000 student participate in STEM programs aboard the 
Battleship IOWA Museum.

Jonathan Williams and ocean explorer Dr Robert Ballard open his 
extraordinary “Lost at Sea” exhibit in November 2018.

IOWA Chairman Mike Shatynski admires artist Ben Jackel’s sculptures 
representing the span of the Surface Navy’s Age of Steel in the IOWA’s 
Alpha Romeo Tango gallery .



system caused by regional conflicts, terrorist attacks, natural 
disasters, and war all have potential global impact.

“We face security challenges and instability.  International 
terrorism, the potential threat of non-state actors, and the risk of 
failing states continue to be a challenge.  The significant change 
in the last few years, though, is the return of peer competitors, the 
threat of inter-state war, and, in particular, competition for control 
of the seas by a resurgent Russia,” Belo said.

Belo recalled the significant Soviet anti-ship missile in the 1960s.  
“The NATO Seasparrow program was born from a small group of 
nations that recognized the threat and acted.  NATO Seasparrow 
has adapted over the years to address the advancing missile 
threat, but the latest cruise missiles, and hypersonic missiles are a 
challenge to our operations.”

Over its 60 years, the NNAG has engaged in activities to improve 
NATO maritime capabilities.  For example, NNAG has engaged 
in nearly 100 NIAG studies, many have resulted in projects like 
the NATO Seasparrow.  In 1975, the NNAG initiated a study on 
the second-generation anti-ship missile that helped inform the 
Kormoran, Tomahawk and Harpoon programs.  

Belo said that NNAG is proud of the NATO Seasparrow program, 
saying it is one of the best successful examples of international 
cooperation. And, he said, it exemplifies the alliance’s concept of 
Smart Defense.

Smart Defense refers to a cooperative way of generating modern 
defense capabilities that the Alliance needs, in a more cost-
efficient, effective, and coherent manner. Through Smart Defense, 
allies are encouraged to work together to develop, acquire, 
operate and maintain military capabilities to undertake the 
Alliance’s core tasks.

Bigger than a missile program

“We are bigger than a missile program,” said Rear Adm. Douglas 
Small, who spoke at the anniversary dinner, held at the Kennedy 
Space Center.  “What we do may be small by every day global 
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ATLANTIC OCEAN (Feb. 11, 2018) Fire Controlman 2nd Class Daniel Boice 
uses a guided-missile loader to upload an Evolved Seasparrow Missile into 
the forward launcher aboard the amphibious assault ship USS Iwo Jima 
(LHD 7). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 3rd Class 
Joe J. Cardona Gonzalez)

NATO Seasparrow Program Celebrates 
50th Anniversary
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

Exemplifies “Smart Defense”

Member nations of the NATO Seasparrow Consortium met in Orlando 
in November for the 108th NATO Seasparrow Project Office Steering 
Committee meeting.  The consortium manages the development and 
procurement of the NATO Seasparrow Missile System (NSSMS), and 
includes the 12 nations currently participating in the long-running 
international missile program.

The NSSMS is installed on over 150 ships. Four nations (Denmark, 
Italy, Norway and the United States) inaugurated the program in 
1968. Today the program includes Australia, Belgium, Canada, 
Denmark, Germany, Greece, The Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, 
Spain, Turkey and the United States.

The RIM-7 NATO Seasparrow missile was upgraded to become the 
RIM-162 Evolved Seasparrow Missile (ESSM) in 1991, and the new 
version called ESSM Block 2 is under development. Ten of the 12 
Seasparrow Consortium members participate in the ESSM Block 2 
development program.

The steering committee meets twice a year in one of the member 
nations.  In addition to the member nations, several other countries 
have procured the missile for their navies.

Smart Defense

A special session of the Orlando meeting celebrated the five 
decades of accomplishments of the consortium. The keynote address 
was delivered by the Chairman, NATO Naval Armaments Group 
(NNAG), Portuguese Navy Rear Admiral José Belo. 

“It took leadership to create the NATO Seasparrow project,” said 
Belo.  “That leadership began in the NATO Naval Armaments Group 
or (NNAG); the group that I am privileged to chair.’

Belo discussed threats to the alliance, and how shocks to the maritime 

NEWPORT NEWS, Va. (March 9, 2016) Sailors assigned to the ship’s Combat 
Systems department practice loading an inert-dummy RIM-162 Evolved 
Seasparrow Missile into the portside-aft NATO Seasparrow Missile System 
launcher aboard USS Gerald R. Ford (CVN 78).  (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 1st Class Patrick Grieco/)



all the different nations and international industry partners.  I’m 
very proud to have been part of this outstanding international 
project which continues to advance and grow in order to meet the 
evolving threat and support our warfighters.”

“Lenny Aberg has been a vital contributor starting as a new 
college hire assigned to the initial development contract and then 
work his way up to be the program chief engineer for the past 15 
years,” said Paul Ferraro, Vice President for Raytheon Integrated 
Defense Systems.  “Lenny’s technical achievements combined with 
his unwavering commitment to the program and the customers he 
serves is extraordinary and unequalled in the industry. He has been 
a key resource and a driving force behind the quality products 
Raytheon has delivered and the NATO Seasparrow Consortium 
has deployed throughout the world.” 
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comparison, but strategically we are an important component of 
strengthening NATO’s deterrence and defense capabilities.

Small said that the consortium has been the model for how nations 
can share resources, cooperatively develop, produce and sustain the 
vital equipment that support the nations’ militaries. 

“And after 50 years, it seems everything old is new again.  We 
find ourselves once again in a global competition with revisionist 
hegemony who seek to re-write or at least re-interpret the rules to 
be more in their favor.  We find ourselves dealing in the Far East with 
a nation practicing predatory economics, and militarizing the world’s 
most congested sea lines of communication.  In the East we find 
ourselves dealing with a Bear bent on wreaking havoc in everything 
– from annexing sovereign nations to wrecking countries’ computer 
networks to sowing discord in our democratic institutions.”  

Small noted that as a network of allies and partners across the globe, 
NATO has an edge over adversaries and potential competitors.  “This 
is our collective strategic advantage.  Through alliances like NATO, 
we undergird the rules-based international order that is responsible 
for the relative peace, stability, and prosperity we’ve enjoyed since 
the end of World War II.  Because of this network, we and our allies 
have the ability to project all forms of Allied National power – 
diplomatic, humanitarian, and military – at a time and place of our 
choosing.”

At the dinner, Small recognized Lenny Aberg of Raytheon Missile 
Systems, who has been with the program since its very early days.

“Lenny started with the program as a Raytheon intern in 1969,” 
said Small.  “He was personally involved in the original operational 
Seasparrow testing on board USS Downes, and has worked on every 
modification of the Mk 57 Seasparrow System since its origination, 
including the integration of ESSM Block 1 and now ESSM Block 2.”

“It’s been a real privilege to have worked my entire career as a 
systems engineer on the NATO Seasparrow project,” said Alberg.  
“I’ve been with the program since its inception, starting with the first 
development contract awarded in 1969 to Raytheon.  Not only has it 
been exciting to have followed the incredible technological advances 
over that period of time, but just as rewarding has been working with 

PHILIPPINE SEA (March 18, 2018) Sailors load a RIM-7 Seasparrow missile 
into the forward NATO Seasparrow Missile System aboard the amphibious 
assault ship USS Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6). (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class William Sykes)
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U.S. Navy Rear Adm. Douglas Small, chairman of the steering committee, 
addresses the participants.

ATLANTIC OCEAN (Oct. 14, 2018) A RIM-7P missile is fired from a NATO 
Seasparrow missile launcher during a live-fire missile exercise aboard the 
Wasp-class amphibious assault ship USS Kearsarge (LHD 3). (U.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Dana D. Legg/)



“This is a very, very unique staff--365 days a year we’re up on the 
governor doing something.”

Tell me about the Destroyer Squadron (DESRON) 50/ Command-
er Task Force (CTF) 55 mission.  What you have to do and what 
your challenges and opportunities are?

What we do at Task Force 55 is conduct maritime security opera-
tions in the region to promote security and stability, working hand-
in-hand with our GCC partners and other allied navies that deploy 
forces to the area, through the whole spectrum of maritime oper-
ation. Maritime security operations is a large umbrella, so it helps 
to break it down in some of its component parts, including maritime 
interception operations; visit, board, search and seizure operations; 
general maritime security and presence operations, and conducting 
approach and assist visits to friendly vessels that are in the area. 

What do we see and learn from those visits?

We learn quite a bit, particularly within the Arabian Gulf, when we 
visit the fishing or small cargo dhows.  There’s definitely a strong 
gray market for commodities and goods in the region.  There is 
low level maritime crime that happens from time to time when the 
fishermen are in and around their own territorial waters and those 
that border other countries.  We also get information on some of 
the illicit trafficking that goes on in the region.

Are they forthcoming?

They are. I would say most of our interactions with the fishing fleet 
and the dhow traffic is very professional and friendly. We provide 
them any information on weather that we may have, as professional 
mariners in exchanging information.

What forces do you have to do your job?

Our permanent forces are the 10 Cyclone class coastal patrol ships 
(PCs) and six Coast Guard Island-class patrol boats (WPBs). Those 
are the 16 ships permanently assigned here to Bahrain, to conduct 
maritime security operations.  We also get any independent de-
ploying cruisers and destroyers that come from CONUS. Right now 
we have two.  So that is a total of 18 ships and our current force 
personnel numbers are just over 1,200.

That includes the ships plus the Coast Guard staff at Patrol Forces 
Southwest Asia as a subordinate task group, Task Group 55.1, and 
it also includes the Coast Guard Maritime Security Response Team 
(MSRT), Advanced Interdiction Teams (AIT), and Maritime Engage-
ment Team (MET).

So there’s an important Coast Guard presence here.

The MSRT is a group of Coast Guardsmen that are professional 

boarding officers, with all of their law enforcement authorities, 
who are capable of conducting visit, board, search and seizure 
(VBSS) operations up to opposed boardings.  They can conduct 
surface infiltration and extraction, via hooking and climbing 
ladders, but they are also FAST Rope capable out of a helicop-
ter, so they can do vertical insertion and extraction. So, it’s a very 
high-end capability that we have here in theater at the Fleet 
Commander’s disposal.

Our MSRT trains U.S. and partner ships in theater on evidence 
collection, chain of custody and questioning techniques.  They host 
these classes here in Bahrain, with some mockups and trainers 
available to bring partners in and to conduct those classes.  We 
also send them out to coalition ships to work with their boarding 
teams, exchange TTPs (tactics, techniques and procedures) to 
make sure our forces are proficient.

When conducting bilateral and multilateral exercises, the navies 
really want to do VBSS training.  It’s something that is adapt-
able to all these countries, and a mission they are trying to do 
on their own.  Unlike gunnery exercises, or DIVTACS, conducting 
the training on their ships gets sailors and young officers working 
together face-to-face with their foreign counterparts. 

Even if you are not doing a physical boarding, you’re doing 
those approach and assists where you pull up alongside and talk 
to the mariners and see if they need anything or if they’ve heard 
or seen anything unusual. 

Task Force 55 Challenged by Dynamic 
Nature of What’s Happening in the Area 
of Operations and Vast Distances to 
Operate In
An Interview with CAPT Pete Mirisola, USN, Deputy 
Commander, Destroyer Squadron 50/Commander Task 
Force 55

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)
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How would you describe your operating area? 

We have a big challenge posed by the dynamic nature of what 
happens in the area of operations. When you lay that speed of 
change over the vast distances that we have to operate in, and the 
timing and sequencing forces to meet your missions, it has to be very 
precise. On any given day, we have ships operating at the extreme 
western edge of the area of operations—from the Suez Canal, 
Red Sea, all the way over to the eastern extremes, the Strait of 
Hormuz, to the northern extremes up in the Northern Arabian Gulf 
and operations that carry south through the entire gulf, and then of 
course everything in the middle between the Gulf of Aden, North 
Arabian Sea, and the Gulf of Oman. It’s something on the order of 
2.5 million square miles, I think, and there’s never a day that goes 
by that Task Force 55 isn’t engaged in some form of operation or 
supporting other task forces conducting operations ashore. It’s really 
just having a plan and getting to that finite tactical detail of what 
has to happen in what order to make sure we meet all our missions 
for 5th Fleet. 

So would you say planning is a big function of what you do 
here?

It is.  We have a great Ops and Plans team out here made up of 
2nd tour department heads and 2nd tour division officers and some 
senior operations specialists.  Every day, 7 days a week, they’re 
making the machine work.

In terms of opportunities, what are some things that you see as 
opportunities where CTF can engage more?

I think our biggest opportunities are with the partner nations we 
have here, whether it’s the Gulf Cooperation Council nations, or oth-
er maritime powers in the area, like Egypt – which a large country 
with a large population and a large military – and partnering with 
countries like that is always an opportunity. Not to mention being 
able to partner with some of our treaty allies such as France and 
the UK when they deploy forces out here. We have integrated the 
Charles de Gaulle Strike Group into a Battle Force 5th Fleet Op-
erations, on the large scale. And then on a smaller scale, we have 
individual French or UK units integrated into operations out here 
from time to time.  The French frigate Courbet will be joining Task 
Force 55 for a 30-day period. We will employ and give tasks to 
Courbet just like we would a US frigate or destroyer.

Do you have a busy exercise schedule?

It’s quite busy. When you put together the initial planning confer-
ence, the main planning conference, the final planning conference, 
and then the exercise execution – that’s four major planning efforts, 
per exercise. We have roughly almost a dozen per year. That’s 
what keeps our folks on the road. 

The Military Sealift Command provides support for your ships, 
with the assets for replenishment, and it’s an enabling capabil-
ity for the United States to be able to operate wide and far and 
stay out there and provide that presence.  Obviously, that ability 
is important to how you plan and execute those plans, and 
having your ships out there, wherever they may be, to be able 
to sustain them you need to have that replenishment capability, 
whether it’s food, fuel or ammo.

The difference between a regional navy and an expeditionary 
navy is that navy’s ability to resupply itself and sustain itself for 
long periods of time over great distances. There aren’t many navies 

in the world that can do that. The navies that come out here and 
work with us that can do that are the French, the United King-
dom, and a few others. When the UK deploys a royal fleet aux-
iliary, we’re able to integrate that logistic scheme and maneuver 
for that ship into coalition operations. Same for the French. You 
can have an auxiliary from another navy resupplying US ships 
and refueling US ships and vice versa, all the time, routinely, 
sustain and resupply partner nations through our MSC ships.  Our 
oilers and T-AKEs support our partners, and we will have auxilia-
ries from our partner nations refueling and supplying our ships.

What can you tell us about Puma or Griffin, which are rela-
tively new additions to the PCs to give them some more ISR 
and firepower?

Anytime we can give a small ship like the PCs increased capabil-
ity, we at Task Force 55 embrace that philosophy and that vision. 
Puma’s been a great add to the ship for ISR and with Griffin 
missile, that just gives us another arrow in the quiver, an offensive 
weapon to employ should the need arise. We just concluded 
a Griffin missile exercise with five PCs shooting a total of 10 
missiles. These shoots not only train the crew and demonstrate the 
capability, but helps us to refine our TTPs (tactics, training and 
procedures) for employing the weapon. The weapon engineers 
come out here from CONUS, and every time we conduct a missile 
exercise they learn something and bring it back to the production 
line. 

The PCs here are the only ships that have Griffin.

Correct.

What kind of targets were you shooting at?

We had a target detachment from CONUS that provided 
targets for the Missile-ex.  They also provided a high-speed ma-
neuvering surface target, so we were able to get some gunnery 
in after the Griffin shoot, as well.

So, how’d they do?

The ships performed flawlessly. These are young COs that don’t 
often get to employ a system like this.  Every time we go out 
there we learn something new, all the way from basic SWO 101 
range-clearance up to employing the weapon system itself. 

The PCs have stabilized, remotely operated 25 mm guns.  
How are they working out?

They increase lethality an exponential amount and, equally as 
important, it keeps the gunner off the weather decks when em-
ploying the weapons system. So now the gunner has more protec-
tion inside and has better situational awareness from the EO/IR 
sensors than just staring down an iron sight.

The Navy’s plan is to deploy the littoral combat ship here in 
5th Fleet. Are you looking forward to getting that capability?

5th Fleet exercises OpCon of any ship that is sent on a deploy-
ment order here through Task Force 55. So once the Fleet Forces 
Command makes that global force management decision to send 
LCS out here, we’ll be happy to take it and we’ll be prepared to 
exercise tactical control of LCS once it gets here. 

The PCs have limited endurance, but can they be replenished 
at sea to provide extended time of station?

The PCs are expert at astern refueling because that is their pri-
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mary method to refuel at sea. We can do some logistics movements 
to get them stores.  But – probably surface movements – using small 
boats to get some stores over to supply them.  We have to always 
be mindful of the crew fatigue over a sustained period of time. We 
try to manage their patrol cycle to take that into account to make 
sure that those crews are well-rested and prepared for the next 
mission.

That gets to the importance of having a standard way of doing 
things, whether it’s the rig or procedures, so that if you come 
alongside you’re not figuring it out. 

That’s right.  That’s where the NATO standard really has its strength. 
When everyone has commonality in equipment, and understanding 
of common procedures--that are a force enabler, a force multiplier. 
Again, it really distinguishes regional navies from expeditionary 
navies. 

Here’s my last question.  If junior officers were thinking about 
where to go for their next tour of duty and asked about coming 
here, what would you tell them? 

Having previously been a department head here at DESRON 50, 
and now as deputy commander, I can say that this is a very, very 
unique staff to be a part of--365 days a year you’re up on the 
governor doing something. We have officers and senior enlisted 
traveling all over the region, to coordinate theater security coop-
eration events, and to liaison with some of the host nation navies 
we’re working with to conduct planning. There’s a constant conveyor 
belt of people in and out of the headquarters on travel, so it can 
be very exciting and professionally rewarding.  And we not only 
plan with our partners when we go into execution, we’re out on the 
ships together.  We’ll also execute command and control in exercises 
as an embarked staff.  It’s unique among all DESRONs in the Navy.

A gathering of a distinguished international group of senior 
leaders from government, academia and industry were in Monte-
rey for the colloquium, held by the Littoral Operations Center of 
the Naval Postgraduate School.

The authors and other experts explored the trends, constants and 
variables of naval tactics and operations in the face of swift ad-
vances in unmanned vehicles, artificial intelligence, cyber warfare 
in peace and war and other effects of information warfare.

Hughes is a professor of operations research and dean emeritus 
at the Naval Postgraduate School and a retired Navy captain.  
Girrier is a retired rear admiral and now director of the Pacific 
Forum in Honolulu, Hawaii.

The Third Edition of Fleet Tactics and Naval Operations is pub-
lished by the U.S. Naval Institute.
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USS Tempest (PC 2), moves into position for a gun exercise as part of a 
Commander, Task Force (CTF) 55 exercise in the Gulf of Oman. CTF 55 
controls surface forces including U.S. Navy patrol crafts and U.S. Coast 
Guard patrol boats throughout the U.S. 5th Fleet area of operations. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Blake Midnight) 

New Edition of Fleet Tactics and 
Naval Operations
BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

Prof. Wayne Hughes and Rear Adm. Bob Girrier, authors of the 
third edition of Fleet Tactics and Naval Operations, sign copies 
of their book at the Littoral Operations Center Colloquium in 
Monterey, Calif., on Nov. 15. 



“We’ve got a beautiful silhouette coming over the horizon with the sun 
in the background…You say, ‘That’s a war ship!’”

Tell us about yourself and your command.

I’m from Austin, Texas and joined the Navy in 1998 as an electronics 
technician, and served on USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) Gold Crew, out 
of Kings Bay, Georgia, before I was selected for the Seaman-to-Ad-
miral program. I’ve been on Firebolt for 14 months. 

Let’s talk about your mission and what you have to carry out that 
mission.  How do you work with the other ships here and our 
partner missions?

We provide maritime security operations and stability, and we build 
partnerships.  We do that a number of different ways. Some of that 
is just our present ops being out here, you know, for the other navies 
to see the US has presence and can operate independently in this 5th 
Fleet AOR. Then the building of partnerships, which is one thing 5th 
Fleet’s really interested in.  We do that through annual, semi-annual, 
and quarterly exercises.  We do some CTF 152 operations where we 
conduct AAs and AAVs --approach and assist, approach and assist 
visit.  152 is part of the Combined Maritime Forces, that’s that 33 
nation partnership that we have out here. 152 is our Gulf Security 
Task Force.  We go out there, spread good will, talk to the fishermen, 
find out if they’ve seen anything unusual, and let them know we’re out 
here and we’re available. We can see how their quality of life is. 
Sometimes we’ll give them some water. 

Sometimes we’ll go out on the other side of the Straits, too.  We take 
part in Exercise Kunjar Haad each year with Oman.

We even support Army watercraft with escort when they are deliver-
ing material between ports in the region. PCs are well-suited for that. 
There hasn’t been a carrier in the AOR in quite some time, so the PCs 
and the WPBs have been carrying the load for 5th Fleet, in my mind. 

How would you characterize the professionalism of our partners 
over here? 

They are professional mariners who are as interested in building this 
partnership in maritime security as we are. I think these exercises are 
so important and beneficial.  They gain a lot, and I learn something 
from them every time we go out, as well.  They love to train and to 
learn. If you go aboard their ships you can see how clean they are 
and how professional their crews are, and that respect up and down 
the chain of command. It’s absolutely amazing to see.

There was a point where the Navy felt the PCs didn’t have a mis-
sion, and were going to dispose of them.  One went to the Phil-
ippines; and some were transferred to the Coast Guard.  But we 
realized we really needed a small, capable combatant.  So how 
do you see the capability of this ship fitting into the surface fleet? 

Pound for pound, we can go toe-to-toe with most people. We’ve got 
a pair of Mark 38 gyro stabilized 25mm guns; M240 machine guns; 
and .50 cals on both sides, and we’ve got the Griffin missile system, 
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they’re on our Stinger decks; as well as the Mark 19 which is a 40-
mm grenade launcher off the starboard quarter. So we are very 
capable in that regard. Now, if war breaks out and missiles are 
flying, how much impact are we really gonna have in that type of 
situation? Probably very little. But when you put us out in front, we 
definitely become a deterrent, and our presence can determine 
what other nations intend to do.  When a small ship like us takes 
part in exercises and operations out here, we can tell based on our 
interactions our adversaries or other nations what they intend to 
do or how they’re pushing and pressing. And I think that’s very vi-
able. I can tell you that these crews are proud; the COs are proud; 
we will not back down from a fight. Our pre-planned responses 
(PPRs) are very similar to every CRUDES I’ve ever been on. The 
only thing that limits us, is the surface missile capabilities and the 
strike packages. 

You operate alongside the Coast Guard WPBs.  

For operational command, we all fall under CTF 55. But the cutters 
belong to Patrol Forces Southwest Asia (PATFORSWA).  

Do they have the same mission as you?

Yes

What is unique or special about the PCs?  Its size is both a lim-
itation and a strength.

Fuel and food are a limitation.  I’m billeted to have a 29-man 
crew, including four officers. I have almost as many programs in 
warfare areas to manage as a CRUDES ship. Every single Sailor I 
have is a single point of failure in something, sometimes more than 
one area. I get first-term sailors who don’t even know where Bah-
rain is on a map when they joined the Navy. They come out here, 
they learn from a firehouse for about 12 months to a year and a 
half, and when I finally get them where I want them, it’s time for 
them to transfer. Manning is a big issue.  Even if you man me with 
35 people, my crew would be exhausted, after five days of oper-
ations. That’s because everyone is involved in everything we do.  If 
we launched the boat, it’s an all-hands evolution. If we have a man 
overboard, it’s an all-hands evolution. If we go to gun quarters, it’s 

PCs Provide Maritime Security and 
Stability, and Build Partnerships
An Interview with LCDR Roger Young, USN 
Commanding Officer, USS Firebolt (PC 10)

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)

ARABIAN GULF (June 18, 2017) The Coastal Patrol Ship USS Firebolt 
(PC 10) transits the Arabian Gulf during Exercise Spartan Kopis 17. The 
Task Force 55-led exercise between the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard is 
designed to increase tactical proficiency, broaden levels of cooperation, 
enhance mutual capability and support long-term security and stability in 
the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
Joshua Bryce Bruns)
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Do you normally operate on two engines, or always on four?

Sometimes just on one.  It depends on what I’m doing.  One engine 
ahead at 10 percent – 10 percent is basically the slowest speed 
I can go--is about an 8-knot speed. There’s no need for me to run 
around here and just put gas through the engines.  We think fuel 
conservation out here, and how long can I stretch it underway.  Can 
I stay out here for seven days?  If I’m on my way back, do I have 
enough reserves in case something were to happen, and they need 
to retask me, or if I have an interaction of some sort?  So we’re 
always thinking fuel conservation, just like DDGs or any other ship.

How about maintenance?  This is a harsh environment.

You see the cars out here broken down on the side of the highway 
all the time. Why? Because of the heat. Heat is a constant thing. 
So we have to perform the maintenance.  

How do you see things differently as a forward-deployed ship 
as opposed to coming across for a deployment?

There’s pros and cons to both.  Being in the area, you can get un-
derway and possibly be a little complacent. When they’re coming 
across the pond, I think they start to shift their mindset – they start 
to focus more on the war fighting, the tactical aspect – they realize 
that they’re about to go into an unknown area of the world, poten-
tially.  I’ve done over a hundred sea and anchor details. You tell 
me what cruiser and destroyer CO has done that.  I’ve done it with 
an undermanned crew with limited experience, and we’ve done 
it well. Some people say we’re small, with shallow draft, so it’s 
easier.  But, the requirements to navigate safely does not change 
because of my ship’s size, or draft, or anything like that. I have to 
keep the ship between the navigational hazards, like anyone else.

You can never let your guard down.

You always have to have the situation awareness and think to 
yourselves, anytime, anything can happen. That’s what I struggle 
with as a leader. I cannot teach initiative. I cannot teach drive. I 
can show them ownership. I can speak to good stewardship, I can 
speak to what I think it takes to become a good man or woman, to 
be a great Sailor.  But unfortunately, I can’t give them what I have 

an all-hands evolution. If we have a fire drill or fire, it’s an all hands 
evolution. There is zero break for these sailors. They stand two watch-
es underway--8 hours of watch a day, and then they come back for 
3-section of duty and stand eight watches every third day in port. If 
I manage everything just right, I might be able to get everyone about 
two weeks of leave, but that’s not guaranteed, either.  

How does she ride?

The weather can be a limitation.  On a big ship a high sea state can 
be bad, but on a PC heavy seas can affect the whole crew.

But your size is similar to what the other GCC navies operate, so 
it matches up well.

The other countries just like operating with us.  Because to them, it’s 
still the US – it doesn’t matter whether it’s a PC, a PB, a DDG.  And 
we’ve got a beautiful silhouette coming over the horizon with the sun 
in the background. I mean, you say, “That’s a war ship.”  They love 
having their photo taken with us.

Do you do a lot of VBSS? 

We just finished an exercise where we were doing a AAs and AAVs.  
That’s similar to VBSS.  So, yes.

We were out with Monsoon the other day, in the areas where we 
know there will be a lot of dhow traffic, and we did AAs and AAVs.  
Mostly we do compliant boardings.  The Coast Guard is better-suited 
to do VBSS – they have the MSRT team and the capabilities, to do 
the non-compliant type of interdictions.  I’m sure you’re aware of the 
history of Firebolt, protecting the oil platforms in the Northern Ara-
bian Gulf in 2004, trying to keep vessels outside of the protective 
zone around the platforms when a ship exploded and killed three 
crewmembers—two Sailors and a Coast Guardsman.  That threat is 
always real in this region. These exercises are so important because 
they continue to remind us that these mission sets that we do are valu-
able and they keep us trained if something were to happen.

How many rudders and screws?

Four engines; four shafts; four screws; two rudders. 

ARABIAN GULF (June 28, 2015) The coastal patrol ship USS Firebolt (PC10) 
fires a Griffin Missile during a test and proficiency fire. Firebolt, assigned to 
Commander, Task Force (CTF) 55, is supporting maritime security operations 
and theatre security cooperation efforts in the U.S. 5th Fleet area of 
operations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class 
Joshua Bryce Bruns)

U.S. 5TH FLEET AREA OF OPERATIONS (Feb. 6, 2018) Sailors aboard 
coastal patrol ship USS Firebolt (PC 10) clean an anchor during exercise 
Khunjar Haad. Khunjar Haad is a multilateral, surface, air and explosive 
ordnance disposal exercise with the U.S. Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, Royal 
Navy of Oman, France’s Marine Nationale and United Kingdom’s Royal 
Navy in order to enhance interoperability, mutual capability and support 
long-term regional cooperation of forces in the Arabian Gulf. (U.S. Navy 
photo by Mass Communication Specialist 2nd Class Kevin J. Steinberg)
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in my heart. I can give them my knowledge, but that doesn’t equate 
to anything.  They have to make those decisions on their own when 
the time comes.

Do you get amphibs out here?

We do get ESGs in this theater.  The PCs do work with them, from 
time to time, but I have not worked with them. 

You have the Puma UAV.  How’s that working out for you?

It works great. We op test and make sure it works.  Anytime you 
launch anything or do anything, it’s an all-hands evolution.  And be-
cause it’s an aircraft, it’s treated like a pilot flying an F-18.  We have 
to ensure crew rest. The operators have to have special physicals.  
They go to a special school.  But it’s great.  It extends my height of 
eye, it gets me some video that can come back to the ship.  We can 
send video ashore, but bandwidth becomes an issue.  There are other 
aerial assets.

How about Griffin?

We have it.  We just conducted the annual exercise.  We have launch-
ers on the port and starboard side.  There are four missiles in each 
launcher.  We don’t carry reloads.

What else do you want to say about this assignment, and your 
ship and crew?

This is the most challenging and rewarding duty assignment I’ve had 
in my 20 years in the Navy. Everyone says that they only get better.  
You really understand what it means to work hard every day.  Some-
times I can go to gun quarters at 1400 in the middle of the day and 
it’ll take them 10 minutes to man up. But I can call it at 3 o’clock in the 
morning, and guys will show up in their skivvies and their boondock-
ers and be manned and ready in three minutes on a moment’s notice. 
For some reason, some way, these sailors know when it’s a real deal 
and when it’s not.  You know, 100% these are the guys that I want to 
go to war with, if I have to.

“Hunt when you can. Sweep when you must.”

How did you get into the mine warfare community? Or do you 
consider yourself a surface warfare officer in command of a 
Navy ship as opposed to someone in the mine warfare com-
munity?

I would consider myself a SWO in command of a Navy ship.

As an MCM, are you a mine hunter or mine sweeper?

Most mine countermeasures ships are mine hunters.  Very few na-
val forces have the ability to sweep for mines. What makes the 
U.S. Navy a superior force is our capability to hunt and sweep for 
mines.   We tow acoustic and magnetic sweeps to cause influence 
mines to detonate, and we have mechanical sweeps to cut moored 
mines to allow them to float to the surface where they can be neu-
tralized.  When sweeping, we go through a minefield that may or 
may not have been hunted yet and rely on the ship’s degaussing 
and engineering line up to work correctly so that we do not inad-
vertently  set off a mine as we drive over it.  Hence the term “Hunt 
when you can. Sweep when you must.”

Do you have an EOD detachment on board?  

Currently no; however, we carry an EOD load out with all the 
material that they use. When an EOD Det embarks, they carry out 
their mission.

It must be an inherently difficult and dangerous type of war-
fare.

First of all, MCM operations are an all-hands evolution.  When 
I’m sweeping or hunting, you would be hard pressed to find some-
one who’s not involved somehow. And when we’re operating in a 
suspected minefield, the ship’s crew is above decks in case of an 
explosion.

Do you spend a lot of time underway?

We’re forward-deployed, so we don’t do traditional 6-month de-
ployments.  We’re limited in some respects in the amount of stores 
we can carry.  But one of the major capabilities we have is to 
replenish at sea if necessary.  But when I reported aboard as XO 
we were on day 3 of a 54-day underway.  So we can stay out 
there as long as it takes to get the job done.

How do you find mines?

We utilize our variable depth sonar to detect and localize mine-
like objects.  When we lower our sonar we need to operate at 
reduced speed and depending on environmental conditions we 
may need to slow further.  Intel also helps us determine the types 
of mines--acoustic, magnetic or moored--we might find, and the 
best ways to detonate mines in a specific area.  

ARABIAN GULF (June 18, 2017) The Coastal Patrol Ship USS Firebolt (PC 10) 
transits the Arabian Gulf during Exercise Spartan Kopis 17. The Task Force 
55-led exercise between the U.S. Navy and Coast Guard is designed to 
increase tactical proficiency, broaden levels of cooperation, enhance mutual 
capability and support long-term security and stability in the region. (U.S. 
Navy photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Joshua Bryce Bruns)
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Keeping the Straits of Hormuz and 
Bab al-Mandeb Open is Why We’re in 
the Middle East
An Interview with LCDR Cameron Burnette 
Commanding Officer, USS Sentry (MCM 3)

BY CAPT EDWARD LUNDQUIST, USN (RET)
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Is mine warfare a close-knit community?

The MCMs don’t have operations specialists, gunner’s mates, quar-
termasters, boatswain’s mates or sonar technicians.  I have minemen 
to do all of those functions.  Most of the bridge (with the exception 
of quartermasters), CIC, deck and all of my non-engineering systems 
are run by minemen.  I have minemen who sit at the sonar stack and 
can also drive the Sea Fox underwater vehicle.  These same Sailors 
are helping to stream the sweep gear, and they also handle lines 
when we come into port. Every underway is an all hands on deck 
evolution for them.  

How big is your crew?

I’m carrying about 95 to 100.  I have 89 racks.  Occasionally 
we get underway, we will leave Sailors on shore to attend train-
ing. Recently we had Sailors stay behind to attend 3M University, 
which was conducted by a mobile training team that came out from 
CONUS.

Do you have females aboard?

We’re integrating females into our crew now.  We are making ad-
justments to our berthing spaces to accommodate them.

Minesweepers used to be “wooden ships with iron men.”  Today you 
are all fiberglass and aluminum--nothing magnetic.  

We are a wooden ship that is coated in GRP (fiberglass).   Non-mag-
netic is a huge deal for us. We have a strenuous magnetic signature 
program to make sure we won’t be detected by magnetic mines.

What kind of endurance do you have?

I could be underway for about three weeks without having to get an 
unrep.

Can you unrep?

Yes, we can conduct astern refueling from Military Sealift Command 
oilers.  And we’ve transferred fresh fruit and vegetables from the 
RFA Cardigan Bay.  She’s a Royal Fleet Auxiliary, and she supports 
the British mine warfare ships.  We have a sister-ship relationship with 
one of them, the HMS Brocklesby.  Sometimes we can deliver parts to 
Brocklesby when she’s out, or to the PCs when they need to stay out 
and we can help them, and they help us out when we need it.  Now 

that USS Lewis B. Puller is in the AOR, we expect to be working 
with her to support us when we’re underway.

What do you do if you find an object?

When hunting with some unmanned vehicles, if you find a mine-like 
object, you have to bring the vehicle back and get the data so you 
can do post-mission analysis.  Then you can go back and classify 
it or if needed, destroy it.  On Sentry, we can locate a mine with 
sonar, and use the tethered remotely operated Sea Fox inspection 
round—the I-round, with its video camera.  We can put Mk 1 Mod 
O eyeballs on it and we can see if it’s a mine or not.  We can then 
send out a Sea Fox combat round—or C-round--with a charge to 
neutralize the mine.  There are two ways to neutralize.  My guys 
can hit the button and detonate the Sea Fox next to the mine, or 
we can bump it and set it off.

We will be a safe distance from the mine when we detonate.

Who do you report to?

 I have two bosses in my chain of command.  Administratively I 
fall under Commander Naval Surface Squadron Five, which is the 
result of the combination of the PCRON and MCMRON.  He owns 
all 14 ships.  Operationally the four 4 MCMs forward deployed 
out here come under CTF 52, which is the mine warfare task force.

What kind of training do you do?

We look at mine warfare as a team effort.  That team includes 
the MCMs, the MH-53E helicopters of HM-15, and the EOD units 
with their MK18 underwater vehicles, and we train together.  In 
September we conducted the Theater Counter Mine and Maritime 
Security Exercise, where we worked with our Royal Navy partners 
to enhance our operational capability and interoperability.  We 
love doing stuff with our regional partners. Since I’ve been here, 
I’ve done some exercises with the Omanis, Qataris, Saudis and the 
Egyptians have come out.  The Egyptians have a number of our 
former mine hunters.   And we work with the Brits all the time.  We 
also conduct Unit Level Training—or ULTs.  We have a mine field 
out there with training mines, to keep the crew proficient.   And 
we’ll go out a clear Q-route, a channel that other ships can safely 
pass through.  Keeping the Straits of Hormuz and Bab al-Mandeb 
open is why we’re here in the Middle East.  

ARABIAN GULF (Aug. 9, 2017) The Avenger-class mine countermeasures 
ship USS Sentry (MCM 3), right, and the cyclone-class patrol coastal ship 
USS Thunderbolt (PC-12) participate in high-value asset escort training 
during Exercise Spartan Kopis. The Task Force 55-led exercise between the 
U.S. Navy and Coast Guard is designed to increase tactical proficiency, 
broaden levels of cooperation, enhance mutual capability and support 
long-term security and stability in the region. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Sean Furey)
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U.S. 5TH FLEET AREA OF OPERATIONS (Sept. 15, 2017) Mine countermeasures 
ship USS Sentry (MCM 3), conducting bilateral exercises to enhance 
cooperation, mutual MCM capabilities and interoperability between the U.S. 
and U.K. (U.S. Navy photo)



NATIONAL NEWS

WASHINGTON (NNS) -- Adm. Philip S. Davidson, commander of U.S. 
Indo-Pacific Command (USINDOPACOM), became the Navy’s newest 
“Old Salt” during an award presentation Oct. 22 at the Pentagon.

The “Old Salt” award is given to the active duty officer who has 
held the Surface Warfare Officer (SWO) qualification for the lon-
gest amount of time.

“It is a tremendous honor to receive this award. I have been fortu-
nate to be part of this organization for more than 35 years, serving 
alongside a number of amazing men and women. This award hon-
ors them, those who have come before, and those still yet to serve,” 
said Davidson who became the 20th recipient of the award, which is 
sponsored by the Surface Navy Association (SNA).

A 1982 graduate of the U.S. Naval Academy, Davidson is the 25th 
commander of USINDOPACOM, America’s oldest and largest mili-
tary combatant command located in Hawaii. As a surface warfare 
officer, he has deployed across the globe in frigates, destroyers, 
cruisers and aircraft carriers.

“Old Salt” Award Passed to Admiral 
Davidson
Previously Published on Navy.mil 
(Story Number: NNS181022-25 | Release Date: 10/22/2018)

BY YONCA POYRAZ-DOGAN, NAVY OFFICE OF INFORMATION 
PUBLIC AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON (Oct. 22, 2018) The Old Salt Award, a bronze statue that 
depicts a WWII naval officer on a pitching deck of a ship. The award 
is sponsored by the Surface Navy Association (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Paul L. Archer/Released)
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WASHINGTON (Oct. 22, 2018) Adm. Phil Davidson, commander of U.S. Indo-Pacific Command, right, and Adm. Kurt W. Tidd, commander of U.S. Southern 
Command, pose with the Old Salt Award during a ceremony at the Pentagon. Davidson received the Old Salt award which is sponsored by the Surface 
Navy Association (SNA) and is given to the longest serving active-duty officer who is surface warfare officer (SWO) qualified. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Paul L. Archer/Released)

Davidson received the award from Adm. Kurt W. Tidd, commander 
of the U.S. Southern Command.

Initiated in 1988, the “Old Salt” award is accompanied by a bronze 
statue depicting a naval officer on the pitching deck of a ship. The 
statue is cast from metal salvaged from historic U.S. naval ships, most 
notably the battleship USS Maine, which exploded and sank in Ha-
vana Harbor in 1898, precipitating the Spanish-American War. 

Holding the award since 2015, Tidd said, “From its very earliest 
days, our Navy has been before all else a profession of Sailors 
-- that closely knit team of men and women who have made it their 
life’s work to ‘go down to the sea in ships.’  It’s been an honor and a 
privilege to play a small part in the history of this organization and 
to have held the title of ‘Old Salt.’  As I pass this distinction on to 
Admiral Davidson, I also pass along my very best wishes to him, our 
Navy’s newest ‘Old Salt’.”

“Old Salts” have their names engraved on brass plates attached to 
the base of the “Old Salt” statue. The statue is then held in the custo-
dy of the current “Old Salt” during the recipient’s active duty tenure. 
The “Old Salt” trophy may be kept in possession of the recipient or 
displayed by the command to which the Old Salt is assigned.

The issuance of the Old Salt Award is a tribute to the Navy’s customs 
and traditions which call the respected, experienced, knowledgeable 
and senior surface warfare officer with the designation as “old salt.”

At the ceremony, Davidson and Tidd took a photo with Taylor Ran-

dall, the youngest SWO in the room, who received her service 
warfare qualification in 2016.

Upon Davidson’s retirement, the statue will be passed on to the 
next officer, who will be determined by a search of records, a 
recommendation by director of surface warfare, and approval by 
the Board of the SNA, which is a professional organization com-
posed of both military and civilian members dedicated to enhance 
awareness and support of the U.S. Navy and the surface forces.

The Surface Warfare director of the Department of the Navy 
determines which officers meet the award criteria which include 
being in continuous active duty and surface warfare qualification 
letters.

The prestigious award has been held by numerous distinguished 
leaders, such as, former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
Adm. Michael Mullen and former Commander of U.S. Fleet Forces 
Adm. John Harvey.

Former holders of the “Old Salt” award, include Adm. Lee Baggett, 
Jr.; Rear Adm. Lawrence Layman; Vice Adm. Albert J. Herberger; 
Vice Adm. Joseph S. Donnell III; Adm. David E. Jeremiah; Vice Adm. 
David M. Bennett; Vice Adm. Philip M. Quast; Rear Adm. George 
F. A. Wagner; Rear Adm. George A. Huchting; Rear Adm. Dennis 
R. Conley; Rear Adm. James B. Ferguson III; Vice Adm. James F. 
Amerault; Vice Adm. Rodney Rempt; Adm. Mike Mullen; Adm. John 
C. Harvey, Jr.; VADM John T. Blake; VADM Michael A. LeFever; and 
ADM Samuel J. Locklear III.
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Comark is a leading provider of highly reliable, ruggedized com-
puters and display solutions for mission critical Naval systems and 
control applications. Our design team provides unique engineered 
solutions for difficult system environments: from 12 inch to 50 inch 
certified monitors, displays, all-in-one solutions, and customized, 
stand-alone computers. We meet the highest performance require-
ments and utilize state-of-the-art technology, long life components, 
conformal coated electronics and in-house testing to deliver the 
best, military solution. 

For more than 70 years, the U.S. Navy, MSC and the U.S. Coast 
Guard have turned to Fairbanks Morse for reliable and durable 
power systems for marine propulsion and ship service power. Bat-
tle-tested Fairbanks Morse medium-speed engines – which are the 
largest diesel engines manufactured in North America – have pro-
vided critical power for some of the most critical ships operating in 
the most extreme conditions. Every day, engines manufactured by 
Fairbanks Morse go to sea providing power for many Navy, MSC, 
and USCG classes of ships.

Curtiss-Wright is a global, diversified company specializing in 
highly-engineered solutions for mission-essential applications. 
Curtiss-Wright provides high-performance pumps, turbines, com-
pressors, motors, generators, actuators, and more across multiple 
classes of warships, including the new FORD-class aircraft carrier. 
Components manufactured by Curtiss-Wright are integral to the 
function of many high-use aspects of the surface fleet, such as the 
Electro-Magnetic Aircraft Launching System (EMALS), and the Ad-
vanced Arresting Gear (AAG) system. Systems provided by Cur-
tiss-Wright include Aircraft Handling Systems (AHS) such as RAST 
and ASIST, towed sonar & sensor handling systems, air compressors, 
main shipboard generators, ship propulsion motors, hydraulic and 
electro-mechanical actuators, Electro-Magnetic Aircraft Launching 
System (EMALS) components, and computer cards & subsystems. 
Engineers at Curtiss-Wright are hard at work designing the future 
of the Surface Navy and are committed to providing high-quality 
design and manufacturing services for years to come. For more 
information, please visit www.curtisswright.com.

Basic Engineering Concepts & Technologies (BecTech) is a wom-
an-owned small business established in 1997 providing indepen-
dent expertise in engineering, management, lifecycle planning and 
technical support to Government agencies. Our experienced and 
innovative personnel focus on meeting the diverse needs of our 
US and international national security customers with the highest 
quality independent support.

BecTech – where successful performance and innovation is execut-
ed through a solid understanding of the basics of engineering and 
management! Visit us at www.bectech.com.

General Dynamics Mission Systems proactively invests in new tech-
nologies to ensure the United States Navy succeeds, wherever the 
mission takes them.  Specializing in systems integration, General 
Dynamics provides flexible, cost-effective technologies that deliv-
er needed solutions. Their thought leadership in mission package 
integration and CONOPS solutions is highlighted by recent suc-
cesses with LCS and EPF, as well as applicability to future pro-
grams such as Frigate. Their four-channel software defined Digital 
Modular Radio (DMR) provides multiple waveforms and multi-level 
information and is the communication standard for United States 
Navy surface ships and submarines. In addition to providing sur-
face ship fleet introduction, planning, modernization, training and 
sustainment, General Dynamics offers unmanned underwater ve-
hicles (UUVs) such as the Knifefish program of record that can be 
deployed from an LCS or other vessels of opportunity to search, 
detect, classify and identify buried, bottom and volume mines in 
high clutter environments in a single pass. General Dynamics’ inno-
vations equip the United States Navy with a vast array of advan-
tages to protect the freedom of the seas. For more information, 
visit gdmissionsystems.com/en/sea

Located in the U.S. and a subsidiary of Kongsberg Maritime, 
Hydroid is the world’s most trusted manufacturer of advanced, 
field proven Unmanned Underwater Vehicles (UUVs). Our REMUS 
UUVs and marine robotics systems provide innovative and reli-
able full-picture solutions for a number of applications including 
defense.

The REMUS 100 (MK18 Mod 1), the first combat deployed UUV in 
history, is a man-portable UUV that can be easily transported via 
helicopter and launched from a dock or any vessel of opportunity 
for surface navy applications. The REMUS 600 (MK18 Mod 2) is 
able to be deployed from vessels as small as an 11 meter RHIB 
and can be outfitted with a broad range of sensors to meet the 
requirements of nearly any mission.
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A new character of war is challenging maritime dominance, and 
the U.S. Navy is adapting to protect American influence and safe-
guard international order. A proven partner, Lockheed Martin 
provides the surface Navy with a portfolio of lethal capabilities 
including ships, aircraft, manned and unmanned systems, projec-
tiles and sensors. 

From advanced weapons systems, such as LRASM, and enhanced 
capabilities, like NIFC-CA (Naval Integrated Fire Control-Count-
er Air), which allow ships to see—and fight—opponents over the 
horizon, to new age defenses in directed energy, we’re helping 
develop a more lethal and agile future fleet. 

The MK 41 Vertical Launching System is capable of simultaneously 
accommodating the weapon control system and missile of every 
mission. And the Aegis Common Source Library delivers combat 
systems with an Aegis Baseline 9 pedigree suitable for an array 
of ships, from Littoral Combat Ships to destroyers and beyond—
creating a suite of capabilities that extend the surface fleet le-
thality and survivability. Our advancements in sensor technologies, 
radar decoys and Electronic Warfare capabilities enable the fleet 
to operate in the most contested environments. Our longstanding 
partnership brings speed to capability and advances the Navy’s 
mission to maintain freedom of the seas and deter aggression. 

Raytheon Company is a technology and innovation leader special-
izing in defense, civil government and cybersecurity solutions. In 
a world of emerging challenges and evolving threats, US and al-
lied forces need to maintain the advantage over our adversaries. 
Raytheon leverages our legacy of performance and innovation to 
develop solutions to make the world a safer place. 

For our global navy customers, Raytheon provides technologies 
and solutions that span the naval domains – above, on and be-
low the water. From radars and sonars, networks, navigation and 
combat management, fire control and weapons, we are uniquely 
capable to provide integrated, end-to-end solutions – to enable 
warships to detect, control and engage any threat, whether from 
the air, surface or undersea. 

Innovative Signal Analysis provides high performance signal and 
image processing solutions using state of the art optical, digital, 
and analog technology.  ISA’s WAVcam® is an Anti-terrorism Force 
Protection EO/IR camera system with a 90⁰ HFOV that puts 250 
pixels on a man-sized target at a distance of one mile.  An auto-
mated, passive, real-time process, plots target activity within the 
WAVcam’s FOV onto a map and provides the target’s latitude, 
longitude, range, and bearing.

The Potomac Advocates is a surface warrior Vietnam veteran 
owned small business.   We are experts in Government Relation 
with a well-documented track record of success in client growth.  
We are known for innovative, yet practical, solutions and sound 
advice. We have a life-member and are avid supporters of the 
Surface Navy Association. 

Rite-Solutions’ enduring principle is to deliver the Information Ad-
vantage™ that modern warfighters need to execute each mission 
effectively, reliably, and safely. Our customers benefit from our 
small business agility and CMMI Level 3 discipline which enable 
delivery of innovative and affordable solutions.  Our Surface 
Navy efforts include systems engineering and software develop-
ment on the Zumwalt and AMDR programs and development of 
a Next Generation Electronic Warfare capability that applies to 
both undersea and surface domains.  

Rolls-Royce pioneers cutting edge technology to provide highly-ef-
ficient integrated power and propulsion solutions for over 70 na-
vies world-wide.

With a world-leading range of capabilities encompassing gas 
turbines, propulsion, electrical & automation systems, deck han-
dling and innovative unmanned technologies, Rolls-Royce offers 
advanced system solutions to navies, coastguards and Govern-
ment-owned organizations.

Rolls-Royce is providing the most efficient and reliable power gen-
eration systems to meet the demands of tomorrow.  Our MT30 
35MW to 40MW marine gas turbine is already powering some 
of the World’s most advanced vessels, including the US Navy’s 
all-electric Zumwalt destroyers and the Freedom-class variant Lit-
toral Combat Ship.  Over 200 Rolls-Royce gas turbine generator 
sets have been supplied to the US Navy’s Arleigh Burke class.  The 
majority of the US Navy’s surface ships all feature Rolls-Royce 
propellers, designed and manufactured in the USA.  Our MT7 ma-
rine gas turbine, derived from aero technology, will power the US 
Navy's new landing craft, Ship to Shore Connector - a 72 ship 
program.

We are proud to be providing the solutions for today and tomor-
row.  Learn how at www.rolls-royce.com.



V O L .  X X X I V  # 4

2 3

SimVentions Inc., a Fredericksburg Virginia based small business, 
strengthens and sustains U.S. military personnel and technologies 
by providing innovative solutions.  We help design, build, deliver, 
and maintain NAVSEA systems with advanced capabilities in soft-
ware development, systems engineering, modeling and simulation, 
test and evaluation, cybersecurity, training, tool development, and 
program management.  SimVentions supports numerous ACAT pro-
grams to include SEWIP, Aegis, LCS, SSDS, and Tomahawk, custom-
ized solutions such as TACSIM and Informedb, and several classi-
fied asymmetric programs.

Terma North America is the U.S. holding company for the North 
American activities of Terma. For more than three decades, Terma 
has developed a significant presence in the U.S. as provider of 
mission critical solutions for the aerospace, defense and security 
sectors - during which time the company has established a prov-
en track record. We are known as an independent, flexible, and 
fast responding partner for mission customized solutions.    https://
www.terma.com/

Whitney, Bradley & Brown (WBB) is a company with vast experi-
ence spanning the life cycle of acquisition management; business 
analytics; and capabilities development and logistics.  WBB is a 
leading provider of analysis and direct support to the Navy. WBB 
supports the Navy across multiple echelons, from over 100 per-
sonnel supporting the Office of the CNO (OPNAV) to the Systems 
Commands and the Fleet. By relentlessly applying our war-fighting 
backgrounds to requirements, engineering and acquisition pro-
cesses, we have become the go-to experts when the Navy needs 
professional support.  Every WBB team supporting the Navy is 
backed by the strength and resources of the entire company - 
powerful reach-back support across all corporate skill sets - result-
ing in a higher quality, dynamic solution.
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CHAPTER NEWS
Annapolis
PRESIDENT: CDR CHAD GRAHAM, USN

“A continued effort to better develop the Bri-
gade of Midshipmen”
New changes to the Seamanship curriculum at the US Naval 
Academy:

In a continued effort to better develop the Brigade of Midshipmen 
there have been some new additions to the Seamanship curriculum 
at the Naval Academy. Currently, in order to pass their first step 
towards becoming a capable mariner, the plebes must now score 
an 80% or above on a forty question United States Coast Guard 
Rules of the Road exam offered during the 12-week exams of their 
Freshman Seamanship course.  For those students who do not meet 
this requirement, they receive extra instruction and are required to 
take a similar exam again until they meet the desired score. 

This requirement is meant to instill in them, during their young careers, 
the importance of the rules that guide us out on the water. Many 
members of our SNA Annapolis chapter spend over nine hours of 
dedicated class time instructing the plebes to learn, understand, 
and be able to accurately apply these navigation regulations. 
Through proper training and instruction, the midshipmen are able 
to build a strong navigational foundation in which they can build 
upon throughout their time at the Naval Academy and in their future 
careers as Naval Officers.

Douglas Munro Anacostia
PRESIDENT: CAPT MARK FRANKFORD, USCG (RET)

“This year, we celebrate more than 228 years 
of our sea-going traditions”

The Coast Guard Office of Cutter Forces (CG-751), the Heart 
of the Service, sponsored Eight Bells - A Sea Service Celebration 
centered around 18 December 2018, that honors the sacrifices 
of the men and women serving aboard Coast Guard cutters, and  
highlight the hard work of the thousands of shoreside administra-
tive, training,  and engineering personnel who enable our fleet to 
operate.

On 18 October 1974, the Office of Personnel promulgated the 
Coast Guard Cutterman Insignia program, to “recognize the con-
tributions and qualifications of our personnel.” Today the Cutter-
man insignia represents the personal fulfillment of the professional 
training and sea service associated with a seagoing Coast Guard 
career. Additionally, there are many serving who do not wear Cut-
terman insignia yet make considerable contributions to the cutter 
community, and the Sea Service celebration calls special attention 
to their contributions as well. Since 1790, professional mariners 
have manned the decks of our cutters and braved the high seas, 
Great Lakes, and our inland waterways. 
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This year, we celebrate more than 228 years of our sea-going tra-
ditions, currently upheld by the nearly 8,000 active duty personnel 
aboard our 248 cutters. The theme of this year’s celebration is, “Why 
I Go to Sea.” As nearly 20% of our active duty force serves afloat, 
it is important that we recognize and celebrate those aspects of the 
arduous, yet incredibly rewarding profession that our mariners em-
brace. 

The SNA Anacostia-Douglas Munro Chapter in support of Eight Bells 
– A Sea Service Celebration hosted a “Coffee Break for the Crew” 
at Coast Guard Headquarters.  RDML Michael Ryan the Assistant 
Commandant for Capability presided over the event and CAPT Ste-
phen Matadobra the Gold Ancient Mariner was the keynote speaker.  
To further foster and preserve the heritage of U.S. Naval Forces, 
and to enhance an appreciation of past contributions and future 
promise in the preservation of our national security, an essay/poem/
chanty contest was held with the Eight Bells theme of “Why I Go To 
Sea”.  The SNA Anacostia-Douglas Munro Chapter is presenting an 
engraved brass bell to the winner at the upcoming National SNA 
Symposium Cuttermen’s Call. 

RDML Michael Ryan the Assistant Commandant for Capability presides over 
the Eight Bells – A Sea Service Celebration, Coast Guard Headquarters 
“Coffee Break for the Crew” and CAPT Stephen Matadobra the Gold Ancient 
Mariner was the keynote speaker.

On November 13th, Greater Washington Chapter members wel-
comed Rear Admiral James Kilby as their guest speaker for a 
luncheon held at the Hyatt Crystal City. Admiral Kilby serves as 
the Navy's Director of Warfare Integration (OPNAV N9I), on the 
staff of the Chief of Naval Operations. He presented an overview 
of N9I's role in budget development, and a summary of the tools 
and processes the Navy is using to ensure alignment with national 
priorities.

On December 4th, we celebrated with a bit of cheer at our an-
nual Holiday Party held at Sine’s in Pentagon City. The chapter 
collected 36 toys and raised $360 dollars to donate to Toys for 
Tots.  It was a fitting way to wrap up a great year for the Greater 
Washington Chapter! 

Greater Washington
PRESIDENT: CAPT PAUL YOUNG, USN

“A fitting way to wrap up a great year for the 
Greater Washington Chapter”

SNA Greater Washington Chapter collected toys for Toys for Tots.



2 6

D E C E M B E R  2 0 1 8

Hampton Roads
PRESIDENT: CAPT JIM KIRBY, USN

“Surface Warfare Officers to lead Sailors in 
challenging environments and gain invalu-
able experience ”
We started off the new fiscal year with our October Luncheon pre-
sentation by CAPT Ty Britt, Commodore, Coastal Riverine Group 2, 
on the Coastal Riverine Force and developments within the enter-
prise.  The presentation was extremely informative and enlightened 
the audience on the early command opportunities within the Coastal 
Riverine Force at the 0-3 and 0-4 level.  Coastal Riverine is defini-
tively an area for Surface Warfare Officers to lead Sailors in chal-
lenging environments and gain invaluable experience.    

The same day that we heard from CAPT Britt, we had a large pres-
ence at RDML Jesse Wilson’s mentoring session for SWOS’ Basic Di-
vision Officer Course (BDOC) latest class in his residence – Michigan 
House.

Hurricane Michael postponed our Fall Golf Tournament as it stormed 
up through the Mid-Atlantic area, but did not deter us! We resched-
uled the fall event at Eagle Haven Golf Course (JEB Little Creek-
Fort Story) to the 2nd of November, with a respectable showing of 
nineteen teams. USS MONTEREY (CG 61) led the way for afloat units 
with three teams!  A special thanks goes out to our sponsors and par-
ticipants, their support enabled the Hampton Roads Chapter the to 
contribute $1000 to the SNA National Scholarship Fund.  Our Spring 
Golf Tournament will be held at Sewell’s Point Golf Course.

In November, we had CAPT(Ret) Tom Forbes as our guest speaker.  
He delivered an interesting presentation on George Sirian, giving 
insight into the story of his nearly half a century service, including  
multiple tours in USS CONSTITUTION; first as an ordinary seaman, 
and then later as a Master Gunner and Warrant Officer.  

Come out and join us for our monthly professional luncheons through-
out the year.  See our website at http://chapter.navysna.org/hamp-
tonroads/. Also, follow us on our Facebook page - @SNAHAMP-
TONROADS and Twitter page - https://twitter.com/NavyRoads to 
keep up with our activities.  You can reach us directly through e-mail 
at surfacenavyassoc.hr@gmail.com, or come talk to one of the board 
members at the monthly luncheon.  

CAPT Ty Britt, Commodore, Coastal Riverine Group 2

Surface Navy Association Golf Tournament USS MONTEREY (CG 61) 
Participants - Rough and Ready!  Left to right:  FCAC Mark Godfrey, OSCS 
Trevor Green, LCDR Kyle Moyer, LT Ray Jackson, LTJG Josh Fields, CAPT Dave 
Stoner, LT Zachary Holliday, ENS Robert Wilkes, CAPT(Ret) Bob Oldani, ETC 
Robert Martindale, GSMC Aaron Petersen, CWO3 Jason Williams and LTJG 
Kazimir Biesiada.

Mid-South
PRESIDENT: CAPT DEREK TRINQUE, USN

“Selection boards are our bread and butter ”

It was a busy year for all of us in Millington!  We can hardly 
believe that another year is quickly coming to a close.  Our year 
started with SNA National and saw detailers visiting the fleet in 
almost every concentration area.  Engagements included: Pearl 
Harbor, Mayport, Yokosuka, Everett, San Diego, and Newport!  At 
every stop we enjoyed meeting and taking care of the Leaders 
of our fleet!  Thank you all for standing the watch for Freedom!

Selection boards are our bread and butter – our goal remains 
ensuring our constituents are as competitive as possible when their 
record goes before an Admin Screening Board.  This past year 
we oversaw the following Boards: Commander Command, De-
partment Head, two Early Command Boards, Talent Management 
Board, and Major Command.  We reviewed over 18,100 records 
in support of those efforts!  The long-expressed amazement over 
the talent of our Surface Warfare wardroom still holds true – we 
have eye-watering talent manning our fleet who work daily to 
keep us on the leading edge of combat readiness.

The MIDSOUTH chapter represented the Surface Navy Associ-
ation at four different events over the course of the last year.  
We kicked off our inaugural year of supporting Wreaths Across 
America at the Memphis National Cemetery.  Every year in De-
cember, Wreaths Across America comes together to remember 
and honor the sacrifices of our veterans as well as to teach the 
younger generations of America about the importance of service 
to our Nation.  The event culminates in the laying of evergreen 
wreaths on graves of our veterans in National Cemeteries around 
the World.  Anyone interested in sponsoring wreaths or their time 
should checkout www.wreathsacrossamerica.org.  In January, we 
were excited to support SNA National as well as the SNA West 
Coast Symposium in San Diego in August.  And in September we 
held a golf tournament with 21 different vendors and sponsors 
from across Tennessee exposing them to the Navy in the mid-south.
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Looking to the horizon there is plenty to look forward to!  There are 
several boards and detailing trips coming up.  Please make sure you 
reach out to your detailer if you are being considered before these 
boards:

• 14 – 15 NOV: Winter Ship Selection for NROTC

• 3 – 7 DEC: CDR Command Board

• 9 – 12 DEC: Mayport Detailing Trip

• 15 DEC: Wreaths Across America Day

• 14 – 17 JAN: SNA National & DC Detailing Trip

• 16 JAN: O6 Line Selection

• 31 JAN: USNA Ship Selection

• 11 – 15 FEB: Pearl Harbor Detailing Trip

• 12 FEB: O5 Line Selection

• 12 – 14 FEB: NROTC Ship Selection

• 21 – 22 FEB: SWOS Detailing Trip

On behalf of the entire Surface Warfare team in Tennessee – we 
wish you all a great Holiday Season and Happy New Year!

New London
PRESIDENT: CDR ANTHONY RUSSELL, USCG

“Top performing Coast Guard Academy cadet 
in navigation since 1993 ”
On September 22nd 2018, 3/c Cadet Sean Seyller was presented 
the RADM Davies Award in Navigation by RADM James Rendón, Su-
perintendent of the US Coast Guard Academy, and CAPT Tony Rus-
sell, President of the New London Cuttermen Chapter of SNA.  The 
award was presented to 3/c Seyller for having the highest grade in 
the Fundamentals of Navigation course.  The RADM Davies Award is 
sponsored by the Surface Navy Association and has been presented 
to the top performing Coast Guard Academy cadet in navigation 
since 1993.

Photo by Paul Duddy

Mayport/Jacksonville
PRESIDENT: CAPT MIKE MEYER, USN

“2019 promises to be even better  ”
Happy holidays and New Year from the greatest port in the Navy! 
2018 was a tremendous year for our Chapter. Volunteer events in-
creased, with participation in various community charity activities, 
as well as the Safe Harbor golf tournament fund raiser. We also 
saw an uptick in social events, with two trivia nights planned, as 
well as interaction with our detailers from PERS 41. Most recently, 
we were pleased to have RADM Boxall, N96, aboard NS May-
port and hope to have him back again soon. 

2019 promises to be even better than this past year. With the 
recent additions of LCS Surface Warfare Division 21, WICHITA, 
SIOUX CITY, and the return of FARRAGUT and THE SULLIVANS to 
the waterfront, we have more opportunity than ever to do more of 
the events that our Chapter wants to do! 

A survey will be sent out to the Chapter membership soliciting 
your feedback for the future direction of our Chapter. I urge you 
to provide your vision of what YOUR Chapter should be, so we 
can continue to grow and hone our professional fraternity here in 
Mayport. 

As always, thank you all for what you do to keep our Fleet strong 
and effective, and I look forward to seeing you around the basin.
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Greater New York Chapter member Mike Ales presents the Harry R. Yagel 
Award to U.S. Merchant Marine Academy Midshipman (now Ensign) David 
Harland.

Chapter President CDR Dave Rewkowski, along with Riverhead High School 
NJROTC Commanding Officer CAPT (Ret) Matt Loughlin, present the SNA 
Stephen Decatur, Jr. Award to Riverhead HS NJROTC student Justin Meilunas.

Chapter President CDR Dave Rewkowski, along with Riverhead High School 
NJROTC Commanding Officer CAPT (Ret) Matt Loughlin, present the SNA 
Stephen Decatur, Jr. Award to Riverhead HS NJROTC student Korryn 
Paddleford.

New York
PRESIDENT: CDR DAVID REWKOWSKI, USN

“Contributing to the excellent work our 
USCG brethren are doing in the AOR."
The Greater New York Chapter has been quite active since our 
last SITREP update.  At our October General Membership Meeting, 
once again, held at Hudson Station on 9th Ave, details for the com-
ing year’s SWO-hopeful mentoring program with the SUNY Mar-
itime/Fordham University/Columbia University NROTC consortium 
were discussed with one of the Consortium’s Associate Professors 
of Naval Science, and new member, LT Matt Lutz.  New member 
USCG LTJG Max Berdel, the Operations Officer for Coast Guard 
Maritime Safety and Security Team – New York, presented some 
thoughts on aligning activities with USCG Sector New York and 
contributing to the excellent work our USCG brethren are doing in 
the AOR.

Though we received photos a bit too late to get them into the sum-
mer SITREP edition, SNA Greater New York Chapter did present its 
annual Harry R. Yagel Award to the top graduating U.S. Merchant 
Marine Academy Midshipman who has selected Surface Warfare 
upon graduation.  This year’s recipient was Midshipman (now En-
sign) David Harland.  Chapter member Mike Ales, who also teaches 
at the Academy, presented a sword to ENS Harland at the school’s 
commencement awards ceremony on June 15th.  The Yagel Award 
is named after the late Harry Yagel, a long-time member and Trea-
surer of the Chapter who kept the Chapter afloat for many lean 
years when there were no other volunteer officers.  Harry and his 
family have many enduring ties to USMMA.

Chapter President David Rewkowski also presented two SNA Ste-
phen Decatur, Jr. Awards to NJROTC students of Riverhead High 
School in May 2018.  Riverhead HS is one of the more successful 
NJROTC programs in the state and is now led by CAPT (ret.) Matt 
Loughlin, former Commanding Officer of USS DEWERT and USS 
SHILOH.

The Greater New York Chapter will be represented at the SNA 
National Symposium in January and is tentatively scheduling its 
next general membership meeting for late March, just prior to NYC 
Fleet Week.

Greater New York Chapter members met at Hudson Station on October 
25, 2018.
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SNA Newport and Coast Guard Cuttermen Chapter members kick off the 
join-up event over appetizers.

Fall for the Surface Navy Association, Newport Chapter started off 
fairly slow, but ended with us heading full speed into the Holiday 
season! Our October was very busy with welcoming a new board 
member, reaching out to current members, preparing for a large-
scale event, and co-hosting a cross organizational join-up. 

Our Chapter Board welcomed a new Enlisted Members Coordina-
tor, NC1(SW) Danielle Beard. She has already greatly increased 
awareness of our Chapter activities amongst our enlisted members 
and has done a fantastic job with garnering their participation. 

The Chapter was prepared to execute the highly anticipated “5K By 
the Bay”, Halloween-themed costume run, in late October. Unfortu-
nately, weather interfered, and the event had to be cancelled thanks 
to a Nor’easter rolling through the area on race day. We expected 
to have at least 100 runners and are looking forward to hosting this 
event next year. 

Also, in late October, SNA Newport hosted a group of over 50 US 
Coast Guard Cuttermen Chapter members during a join-up at a local 
pub. It was a lively event! A fantastic avenue to share sea stories, 
as well as mutually build a professional understanding of our part-
ner organizations. Cuttermen Association members from New Jersey, 
New York, Maine, and Massachusetts were all in attendance, as well 
as RDML Andrew Tiongson, Commander of USCG First District. 

We are already looking forward to our December Wreaths Across 
America event, where we will honor local fallen veterans by placing 
wreaths on graves prior to the Holiday season. In coordination with 
the American Heritage Girls, our wreath fundraising goal is $750. 
If you wish to learn more, or to donate a wreath, visit our Facebook 
page, @WAANEWPORT. 

CAPT Scott Robertson, President of SNA Newport, toasts to Navy and 
USCG Brethren.

Newport
PRESIDENT: CAPT SCOTT ROBERTSON, USN

“We are already looking forward to our 
December Wreaths Across America event, 
where we will honor local fallen veterans ”

SNA Newport members enjoy lunch post General Membership Meeting.

Captain Paul Rinn recently visited SWOS and spoke to the Department 
Head Classes and Prospective CO/XOs on leadership and lessons learned 
from the mine hit suffered by USS SAMUEL ROBERTS in 1988. Afterwards 
the SNA chapter hosted a join-up.
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On October 20th, Surface Navy Association held a Tailgate Party 
at the Rainbow Bay Marina Cabana. Sailors from around the water 
front came out to become members of our Pearl Harbor Chapter. 
New members got to enjoy board games, play horse shoe and play 
tug-a-war. While enjoying refreshments, mentorship and comradery 
between the ranks. 

On October 25th, our chapter conducted our annual SNA promotion-
al event in RDML Fort's Quarters on Joint-Base Pearl Harbor Hickam. 
Members enjoyed a delicious meal with refreshments. RDML Fort was 
the guest speaker and spoke about the purpose and benefits of SNA 
and the latest Surface Community developments. CTRC Craver was 
awarded a Surface Navy Association plaque for his service as SNA's 
Secretary while also welcoming our Chapter's new secretary.

Pearl Harbor
PRESIDENT: CDR KEN ATHANS, USN

“Sailors from around the water front came 
out to become members”
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Greetings again from San Diego!  While it might be fall here, the 
Chapter remains busy, supporting both our usual waterfront efforts 
and introducing new projects.  An example of the latter was our inau-
gural lunchtime professional speakers’ event.  On October 11th, we 
were pleased to host Ms Pam Reyes, an executive coach and lead-
ership consultant, for an hour lecture and Q&A at the NAVBASE San 
Diego Base Theater.  She spoke to several dozen SNA members and 
waterfront Sailors on the importance of personal integrity as a build-
ing block of trust, translating these personal-level basics to overall 
organizational effectiveness.  We plan on having similar events in 
coming quarters, so stay tuned!

San Diego
PRESIDENT: CAPT CHRISTOPHER BARNES, USN

“The Chapter remains busy, supporting both 
our usual waterfront efforts and introducing 
new projects.”

Leadership coach Pam Reyes speaks to the San Diego Chapter about the 
importance of building trust in organizations.  (Photo: LT Matthew Stroup, 
SMWDC Public Affairs).

FORCM(SW/AW)(Ret) Karen O’Connor represented the Chapter 
at the Foundry leadership class on October 14th, where she spoke 
to a group of 59 First Class Petty Officers about the importance 
of professional networking and the positive impact it has on Naval 
careers.  The Foundry is a leadership course offered in San Diego 
by the Enlisted Leadership Foundation, and trains stellar First Class 
Petty Officers from around the country.  SNA provides leadership 
books to each Foundry class.

On November 7th, the Chapter hosted its quarterly Warrior Join-
Up, bringing together Surface Warriors from across the waterfront 
to enjoy some fellowship and camaraderie.  We held the event 
at Home and Away in Old Town San Diego – which we chose 
again having received rave reviews from the last Join-Up host-
ed there!  We have been active in supporting our Basic Division 
Officers’ Course, providing food and refreshments for the BDOC 
Social held at VADM Brown’s residence on September 20th, and 
presenting the BDOC Honor Graduate with a pair of binoculars.  
We’re also gearing up for the annual NAVBASE San Diego holi-
day lighting contest – we’ll be sure to announce the winner in our 
next SITREP update!

Please take some time to visit our San Diego Surface Navy Associ-
ation Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/SanDiegoS-
NA. If you are interested in becoming more involved in the Chap-
ter, please email the Chapter Vice President, LCDR Nick Hoffmann 
at nicholas.hoffman1@navy.mil or the Chapter President, CAPT 
Chris Barnes at christopher.k.barnes@navy.mil.  If you have ques-
tions about membership in the Chapter, please contact Member-
ship Chairman CAPT(Ret) Pat Marvil at pmarvil@sbcglobal.net or 
stephen.marvil.ctr@navy.mil. 
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DIRECTORS AT LARGE

QMCS Donald Alvarado, USN 

CAPT Christopher Barnes, USN 

Christopher Bova 

CMDCM David Carter, USN 

LT Rebecca Conti-Vock, USN 

CDR Brad Donnelly, USN 

CAPT Matthew Gimple, USCG 

RADM Sinclair Harris, USN (Ret)

LCDR Nicholas Hoffmann, USN 

LCDR Monica Iannacone, USNR 

LCDR Katie Jacobson, USN 

LCDR Alexa Forsyth Jenkins, USN

CAPT Jon Kaufmann, USN (Ret) 

VADM Bill Landay III, USN (Ret) 

FORCM James Monroe, USN (Ret) 

CDR Riley Murdock, USN 

CAPT Stephen Murray, USN 

CDR Peter Niles, USCG 

MKC Heath Reid, USCG 

LCDR Douglas Robb, USN 

RADM James Shannon, USN (Ret) 

RDML Cynthia Thebaud, USN (Ret) 

OS1 James Thornton, USN 

CAPT Robert Wells, USN (Ret) 

LT Arthur Zepf, USN

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CAPT William Erickson, USN (Ret)

CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
CAPT Edward Lundquist, USN (Ret)

OFFICERS

ADM Arleigh Burke, USN (Ret) 
Honorary Chairman 1987-1996

ADM James R. Hogg, USN (Ret) 
Chairman of the Board

VADM Barry McCullough, USN (Ret) 
President

VADM Timothy LaFleur, USN (Ret) 
Vice President - West Coast

VADM Hank Giffin III, USN (Ret) 
Vice President - East Coast

CAPT Jim Tackett, USN (Ret) 
Treasurer

CAPT David Lee, USN (Ret) 
Secretary

VADM Ronald Route, USN (Ret) 
Immediate Past President

N A T I O N A L  B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

HAMPTON ROADS 
CAPT Jim Kirby, USN

KOREA 
LT Michael Sherwood, USN

MAYPORT/JACKSONVILLE 
CAPT Mike Meyer, USN

MID-SOUTH (Memphis, TN) 
CAPT Derek Trinque, USN

MONTEREY BAY 
LT Elizabeth Moten-Vu, USN

NATIONAL CUTTERMEN 
CAPT Scott Clendenin, USCG

NEWPORT 
CAPT Scott Robertson, USN

NEW LONDON 
CDR Anthony Russell, USCG

NEW YORK 
CDR David Rewkowski, USN

PEARL HARBOR 
CDR Kenneth Athans, USN

PENSACOLA 
CAPT Thomas Daniel, USN (Ret)

PHILADELPHIA 
RADM Joseph Hare, USNR (Ret)

PUGET SOUND 
CAPT Kyle Colton, USN

SAN DIEGO 
CAPT Christopher Barnes, USN

SASEBO 
CAPT Marvin Thompson, USN

TAMPA BAY 
CAPT Jim McTigue, USN (Ret)

WASHINGTON, D.C 
CAPT Paul Young, USN

YOKOSUKA 
CAPT Jon Duffy, USN

ANNAPOLIS 
CDR Chad Graham, USN

ARABIAN GULF 
CAPT Adan Cruz, USN

BATH, MAINE 
CMDCM(SW/AW) Daniel Nicholson, USN (Ret)

BAY AREA 
CAPT Nathan Moore, USCG

CHARLESTON 
CDR Carl Brobst, USN

CONSTITUTION 
CAPT Bill Mauser, USNR (Ret)

DAHLGREN 
CDR Ernest Swauger, USN (Ret)

DOUGLAS MUNRO ANACOSTIA 
CAPT Mark Frankford, USCG

GAETA/NAPLES 
CAPT Michael Lehman, USN

GREAT LAKES 
Vacant
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GREAT LAKES 
Vacant

HAMPTON ROADS 
FORCM(SW/AW) Bill Slingerland, USN (Ret) 

billslingerland52@gmail.com

KOREA 
LT Michael Sherwood, USN 

michael.sherwood@fe.navy.mil

MAYPORT/JACKSONVILLE 
LTJG Andrew Hensley, USN  
andrew.w.hensley@navy.mil

MID-SOUTH (Memphis, TN) 
LCDR Tim Yuhas, USN 

timothy.yuhas@navy.mil

MONTEREY BAY 
CAPT Chuck Good, USN 

cpgood@nps.edu

NATIONAL CUTTERMEN 
CAPT Scott Clendenin, USCG 

ncpresident@navysna.org

NEWPORT 
newportsna@gmail.com

NEW LONDON 
CDR Marc Brandt, USCG 
marc.brandt@uscg.mil

NEW YORK 
CDR David Rewkowski, USN 
david.rewkowski@gmail.com

PEARL HARBOR 
OS1 Ashley Smith, USN 
ashley.smith5@navy.mil

PENSACOLA 
CDR Mark Wenzel, USN Ret 

mark.wenzel@navy.mil

PHILADELPHIA 
RADM Joseph Hare, USNR (Ret)

PUGET SOUND 
LCDR Mark Schaff, USN 
mark.m.schaff@navy.mil

SAN DIEGO 
CAPT Pat Marvil, USN Ret 

pmarvil@sbcglobal.net 

SASEBO 
CAPT Marvin Thompson, USN 
marvin.thompson@fe.navy.mil

TAMPA BAY 
CAPT Jim McTigue, USN (Ret) 

jjmctigue@msn.com

WASHINGTON, D.C 
LCDR Kelly Craft, USN 

kelly.craft@navy.mil

YOKOSUKA 
LTJG Stephanie Sherman, USN 

stephanie.sherman@fe.navy.mil

ANNAPOLIS 
LT Carlton Smith, USN 
cosmith@usna.edu

ARABIAN GULF 
LTJG Erinn Chang, USN 
erinn.chang@me.navy.mil

BATH, MAINE 
CDR David Patch, USN (Ret) 
dapatch@roadrunner.com

BAY AREA 
LCDR Jonathan Cox, USCG 
jonathan.w.cox@uscg.mil

CHARLESTON 
CDR Carl Brobst, USN 
carl.brobst@navy.mil

CONSTITUTION 
CAPT Ramon O’Hara, USNR Ret 
compassrose032@gmail.com

DAHLGREN 
CDR Ernest Swauger, USN Ret 
swauger@usa.net

DOUGLAS MUNRO ANACOSTIA 
CDR Phillip Crigler, USCG 
phillip.a.crigler@uscg.mil

GAETA/NAPLES 
LTJG Joyce Kim, USN 
joyce.kim@eu.navy.mil

M E M B E R S H I P  P O I N T S  O F  C O N T A C T

M E M B E R S H I P  C O M M I T T E E

RDML Michael Frick, USN (Ret)

RADM Jeffrey Hathaway, USCG (Ret)

RADM Charles Horne, USN (Ret)

FLTCM(SW) Tom Howard, USN (Ret)

LCDR Katie Jacobson, USN

CAPT James McTigue, USN (Ret)

HMCM(SW) Patrick Modglin, USN (Ret)

VADM Carol Pottenger, USN (Ret)

CAPT Robert Oldani, USN (Ret)

CAPT Robert Warner, USN (Ret)

LT Arthur Zepf, USN

RADM Robert Reilly, USN (Ret) 
Committee Chairman

GSEC(SW) John Bradshaw, USN

OSC(SW) David Brakebill, USN (Ret)

CAPT Chris Bushnell, USN (Ret)

CAPT Bill Campbell, USN (Ret)
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Nam                                                                            
  
Mailing Address

City     State    Zip Code

(H) Phone    (W) Phone                 Date of Birth:

Duty Station or Employer:                       Position/Billet:

Directory Email:                          Non Directory Email:

Status:  Active Duty  Reserve on Active Duty         Retired         Civilian       Rank:          Branch:

How do you want to receive the SNA quarterly newsletter (SNA SITREP)?   Email    USPS Mail        Opt Out of Mailing

Sponsor (if applicable):

 Yes, I would like to make a donation to the SNA VADM Robert Walters Scholarship Fund.      Amount$:

   Check  MasterCard    Visa    AMEX    TOTAL Payment:

  Credit Card Number :  __________________________________________   Exp Date:  ______________

Name as shown on credit card (please print): _______________________________________________________________________

** Are you affiliated with the Coast Guard or National Cuttermen?    YES   NO

SNA MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

Active Duty/Reserve on Active Duty

 Annual Three Year

O-7 & Senior  $30.00   $70.00  
O-6  $25.00   $62.50
O-4/O-5  $20.00   $50.00
CWO/O-1, O-2, O-3  $15.00   $20.00  
Midshipmen    $15.00    

E-7/E-9  $15.00   $20.00 
E-6 & Below  $10.00   $20.00  

         Retired  $30.00   $70.00  
         Civilians  $30.00   $70.00  

Life Membership Dues (Payment plans are available) 

 Active Duty or Reserve on Active Duty to age 50  $350.00
 Active Duty or Reserve on Active Duty - Age 51+     $250.00

Retired or Civilian   Under Age 40 - $450.00 
    Age 41-50 - $350.00 
    Age 51-60 - $250.00
    Over Age 60 - $150.00

Promotion Code (If Applicable):  

  Anacostia
  Annapolis
  Arabian Gulf
  Bath, Maine
  Charleston
  Dahlgren
  Gaeta/Naples

  Great Lakes
  Greater New York
  Greater Washington
  Hampton Roads
  Key West Interest Group  
  Korea
  Mayport/Jacksonville 

  MidSouth (Millington)
  Monterey
  New London
  Newport
  Pearl Harbor
  Pensacola 
  Puget Sound 

Regional Chapter Affiliation:
  Philadelphia
  Rota Interest Group
  San Diego
  Sasebo
  Tampa Bay
  USS CONSTITUTION 
  Yokosuka

Mail to:  Membership Dept, SNA, 6551 Loisdale Court Suite 222, Springfield, VA 22150

 NEW                RENEWAL               Member#:     (if known)
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To join or renew your membership, please complete the form online at navysna.org or complete and mail with payment. 
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HISTORY OF SNA
Surface Navy Association (SNA) was incorporated in 1985 to promote greater coordination and communication 
among those in the military, business, and academic communities who share a common interest in Surface War-
fare while supporting the activities of Surface Naval Forces.

MISSION
We are an Association at the center of Surface Warfare. We provide our members support, programs, & various 
activities that enable professional growth, personal satisfaction, and camaraderie.

PURPOSE
• Recognizing the continuing contributions of the United States Navy & Coast Guard’s Surface Forces in regards 

to the security of the United States

• Showcasing professional excellence within the Surface Naval Forces

• Dealing with the challenges that are faced as Surface Naval Forces in regards to National Security

• Nurturing communication among military, academic, and business communities

• Enhancing and Preserving the Heritage of Surface Naval Forces

• Providing forums on professional matters affecting Surface Naval Forces and the United States Navy and 
Coast Guard

If you would like to submit an article or have any suggestions please email us at sitrep@navysna.org!
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